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Thank you, Chairperson.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen.

In 1923, Chief Deskaheh of the Six Nations of the Grand River Land, indigenous to these lands where we are now, traveled to Geneva to address the League of Nations in order to defend the rights of his people. He was not allowed to speak… Much has changed since then. Over the last two decades, the situation of indigenous peoples has gained visibility in the international arena. The United Nations has never been as open to indigenous peoples as it is today. This is reflected in the fact that the Working Group on Indigenous Populations has met for 24 years in Geneva, the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the highest body in this field, which meets in these halls for its sessions, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people has been appointed and most recently, the Draft Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples has been endorsed by the Human Rights Council. We trust that the Declaration will be adopted by the General Assembly by the end of this year.

There are of course many reasons as to why the situation of indigenous peoples has gained increased prominence in the international arena, such as the increased capacity of indigenous peoples’ organizations, the enlightened attitudes of many Member States and the solidarity of the international community. However the indigenous peoples continue to suffer disproportionately from high levels of poverty, poor access to healthcare and education. We continue to endure racism and discrimination and it is far too often the case that indigenous people have to suffer, rather than enjoy the consequences of development, such as displacement and environmental degradation. 

This harsh reality affects all aspects of the lives of indigenous peoples, including migration. The fundamental causes for indigenous peoples’ migration are poverty, a lack of access to healthcare and education, a lack of control of our own development and the loss of lands, territories and natural resources. In particular I would like to emphasize the issue of lands and territories. Indigenous peoples have lost and continue to lose their traditional territories due to development projects, the militarization of their lands and environmental degradation. Even well meaning activities, such as the designation of protected areas and national parks have led to the displacement of entire communities whose traditional ways of life are incompatible with the terms of protective legislation. The traditional territories and lands of many indigenous communities cut across national borders. Many of these borders, drawn by the colonial powers of the past, make no sense for indigenous peoples whose families and livelihoods are often on both sides of national borders. However, these borders do make international illegal immigrants of people who are guilty of nothing other than going about their daily life just as their ancestors have been doing well before these borders ever existed. It is essential to the cultural survival of such indigenous peoples for States to recognize their rights to move within their traditional territories on both sides of national borders. 

Migration is an issue of great concern to indigenous peoples. Recognizing this concern, the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues made a special recommendation at its third session in 2004, noting the large numbers of indigenous migrants within and beyond national borders and the particular vulnerability of indigenous women migrants, as well as the lack of adequate data and attention to their problems. The Forum recommended the convening of a workshop on indigenous peoples and migration, which was organized this year by the International Organization for Migration and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum. I welcome IOM’s engagement in the issue. The workshop emphasized the lack of reliable data on the issue. Indeed a lack of reliable disaggregated data on indigenous peoples in general needs to be addressed. The workshop made a number of recommendations specifically for this High-Level Dialogue, which were endorsed by the Permanent Forum at its Fifth Session earlier this year. I would like to conclude by bringing some recommendations:
· First and foremost, special attention should be paid to indigenous peoples in the migration and development debate.  Given that indigenous peoples are closely tied to their communities, their migration often has a broader impact than on individual migrants alone.  In particular, it should be noted that indigenous migration affects the collective rights of indigenous communities, and accordingly has consequences for entire communities.  
· International law concerning the migration and indigenous peoples’ nexus should be effectively implemented. It should also be recognized that a diversity of actors, including indigenous leaders, should be involved in efforts to address the indigenous peoples and migration nexus.  
· States should not limit their discussion of migration to economic and social consequences, but include discussions on the cultural impact of migration too.  

· The positive potential of indigenous migration for development and sustenance of indigenous communities should also be highlighted and further explored. 

· States should ratifies and implements all declarations and conventions on human rights especially 169 convention .

Thank you.
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