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Message from Ms. Ann Veneman, Executive Director of UNICEF

on the occasion of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People

New York, 9 August 2005

We are honoured today to celebrate the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People.  This special day has particular importance this year as we also welcome the General Assembly’s adoption of the second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.  This is a moment of celebration, but also one of reflection. While momentum is growing behind the movement to address the challenges of indigenous children, there is still work to do. 

Statistics show the disproportionate impacts on indigenous girls and boys: children who are not registered at birth; who live in poverty; who are excluded from social services; who are not even provided a primary education because they do not understand the language used in schools; and in some cases, who are not even able to bear their indigenous name.  And behind these statistics are real children who suffer in real ways. 

The second Decade of the World’s Indigenous People coincides with the 10-year countdown to the deadline for the Millennium Development Goals.  In 2015 the world will look back and assess progress toward the Millennium Agenda and the realisation of indigenous rights.  We must realise that these two timelines are linked, because in order to fully achieve the Millennium Development Goals, we must also empower indigenous people, especially children.  Meeting the Millennium Development Goals would be a hollow victory indeed if the most marginalised groups are left behind.
On this special day, let us commit to act together to work on behalf of meaningful progress for the world’s indigenous people.
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