FIMI Report Release
“Mairin Iwanka Raya, Indigenous Women Stand against Violence”
October 17th, 2006, 
1:15-2:30pm
UN Building, Conference Room 8
Organized by:
International Indigenous Women’s Forum [IIWF/FIMI]

MADRE, International Women’s Human Rights Organization
Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)
Moderator: Elsa Stamatopoulou, Chief of the Secretariat for the UNPFII
Speakers: 
· Charlotte Bunch, member of the Advisory Committee of the Secretary-General’s study on violence against women; 
· Monica Aleman, Coordinator of the International Indigenous Forum on Indigenous Issues; 
· Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Executive Director of the Tebtebba Foundation and Chair of the UNPFII;
· Christine A. Brautigam, Chief, Women’s Rights Section, United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women.
1. Introduction 

The moderator will give opening remarks, introduce the speakers, and explain the necessity and significance of the “Mairin Iwanka Raya, Indigenous Women Stand against Violence” report. 
2.  Event
Each speaker will present their perspective on Violence against Indigenous Women through the discussion of the following central themes highlighted in the report. 
a) Presentation of the Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Women.
b) Political context for this report.

c) Toward an Indigenous Women’s Approach to Gender-based Violence: working on the intersection of three movements. 
d) Manifestations of Violence in the Lives of Indigenous Women.
e) Promising Practices, and Further Steps toward Eradicating Violence against Indigenous.
3. Conclusion 
Each speaker will have a couple of minutes to make general comments. This will be followed by concluding remarks made by the moderator. 
Copies of “Mairin Iwanka Raya, Indigenous Women Stand against Violence” will be available for distribution during the event. 
AUDIENCE:

Member States, United Nations agencies, funds, and programmes, Indigenous Peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations, and the media are invited to participate.

PURPOSE and RELEVANCE:

As preparations for the Secretary General’s study continued throughout 2005, FIMI,  a member of the Task Force for the Study on Violence against Women commissioned by GA Resolution 58/185,  became increasingly concerned that the needs, rights, and perspectives of Indigenous women would not be adequately reflected in the study. 

FIMI identified this problem not only as a result of the historic denial of the rights of Indigenous Peoples, but also as a function of the current political climate, in which States have unleashed a backlash against women’s rights, Indigenous rights, and indeed, human rights generally. Particularly since September 11, 2001, narrowly defined notions of national security have been used by States to roll back human rights, and Indigenous rights in particular. Meanwhile, highly-politicized notions of “culture” have been used by State and non-State actors to erode women’s rights in general (starting with reproductive rights), and the rights of Indigenous and other “minority-culture” women in particular. 

Based on these various concerns, FIMI resolved to develop a companion piece to the Secretary General’s Study.
BACKGROUND: 

FIMI maintains that to effectively address violence against women, it must be understood not as a pathology of individual and generic perpetrators and victims, but as a human rights violation of near-universal scope, which is mediated in each case by aspects of identity beyond gender, including race, class, caste, religion, sexual orientation, geographic situation, and ethnicity. For Indigenous women, gender-based violence is shaped not only by gender discrimination within Indigenous and non-Indigenous arenas, but by a context of ongoing colonization and militarism; racism and social exclusion; and poverty-inducing economic and “development” policies. These phenomenon are interactive and mutually reinforcing, as are the various aspects of identity that shape women’s experience of violence and their strategies of resistance.  

This report situates itself at the cross-roads of the three related but distinct fields of human rights, women’s human rights, and Indigenous Peoples’ rights. It emphasizes recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ collective rights as key to combating violence against Indigenous women. Therefore, the report will use the human rights framework for addressing violence against Indigenous women (with an emphasis on Indigenous Peoples’ rights) and draw on treaties, conventions, declarations, and outcome documents of global conferences of the UN. It will also draw on documents and resolutions of the international Indigenous women’s movement. 

ACHIEVEMENT AND OUTCOMES:

By exploring manifestations of violence against Indigenous women, this panel seeks to further the understanding within the UN system and among civil society organizations that violence against women is mediated by various aspects of identity and their interactions and cannot be fully understood outside that context. 

The panel aims to enhance the knowledge base of the Indigenous women’s movement, other members of civil society, and UN Member States and UN agencies. Although violence in its many forms is a paramount concern of Indigenous women’s organizations, governments have not allocated necessary resources to collecting data, which is a prerequisite to effective advocacy and policymaking. In particular, there is an urgent need for disaggregated data that demonstrates the prevalence of violence against Indigenous women. This panel reinforces the call for necessary research to be undertaken. Moreover, it calls for research that is action-oriented, responsive to the needs of women living with violence, and designed to be valuable for people doing anti-violence advocacy and mobilizing within a human rights framework. 

Finally, this panel seeks to make concrete, strategic recommendations for action on the part of UN Member States and UN agencies. 
