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United Nations

 MEDIA ADVISORY

UNITED NATIONS SHOWCASES ART EXHIBIT 

‘IN CELEBRATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’

The exhibit “In Celebration of Indigenous People”, featuring indigenous art from around the world, is on view until 10 August at United Nations Headquarters (Visitors’ Lobby, First Avenue at 46th Street). For a virtual tour, see http://www.un.org/events/UNART/indigenous2004 (English) and http://www.un.org/french/events/UNART/indigenous2004 (French).

The exhibit showcases sculptures by Easter Island artist Santi Hitorangi, an installation piece by New Zealand Maori artist George Nuku, a mural by Peruvian artist Ccopacatty, beadwork by Iroquois artist Samuel Thomas, paintings by Masai artist Nangini, and pieces by Guatemalan weaver Juanita Velasco. Totem art is present with works by Cherokee artists Kristy and Mary Worthen and Lenape artists Rik Winter-Bear and Marietta Fryer. Also on view are works from Africa, North and South America and the Caribbean.

The photo exhibit “Kickin’ Up Dust”, on view till 7 June, depicts cultural festivals of indigenous Australians.  Also featured is “Cultures on the Edge” -- photos by ‘National Geographic’ contributing photographers Chris Rainier, Angela Fisher, Carol Beckwith, Wade Davis and Phil Borges.  Brazilian photographer Adriano Fagunges presents portraits of indigenous people of the rainforest. Rebecca Sommer of Earth Peoples presents her video "Women’s wishes for the Earth".
The exhibit marks the third session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which met at the United Nations from 10 to 21 May, focusing on indigenous women. It was produced by the United Nations Department of Public Information with the support of the Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations, the Australian Consulate-General and the secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

Contact:  Eddi Bellando, United Nations, (212) 963-8275, bellando@un.org, or Ellen McGuffie, (212) 963 0499, mcguffie@un.org.

* *** *
