INFORMAL SUMMARIES OF SIDE EVENTS DURING THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES


SIDE EVENT ON "SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN ECUADOR: INDESIC AN EDUCATIONAL AND ECONOMIC CHALLENGE"
Organized by: Instituto para el Desarrollo Social y las Investigaciones Científicas (INDESIC)
PURPOSE: To bring to the attention of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues the contribution of the Institute for Social Development and Scientific Research (INDESIC), a non-governmental organization that works to strengthen indigenous autonomy through high level education and preservation of indigenous heritage.

VENUE and DATE: This event took place in the context of the forth session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 19, 2005.

RELEVANCE: INDESIC strives towards the empowerment of indigenous peoples through education. INDESIC grants indigenous youth full scholarships to study at Ecuador’s best universities to acquire a better understanding of the way the western world works. With this knowledge, Indigenous graduates return to their people, better equipped to serve their political and social needs.  The indigenous are often stereotyped as not being able to learn, being incompetent, and being lazy.  This program, through its work and the work of the graduates it produces, contributes to changing that stereotype.   
BACKGROUND AND OUTCOMES: INDESIC is an Ecuador-based grant/scholarship program to study and fight for the rights of the indigenous peoples. Its mission is to increase the power of the indigenous peoples of Ecuador. INDESIC promotes the betterment of the indigenous peoples through professionalism, and at the same time works to enable students to keep their self-identity. Over 500 indigenous youths have participated in the program, seeking technical and social degrees, the most prominent whom is Mirian Masaquiza, who is part of the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and plays an integral part in organizing the Forum. INDESIC gets no funding whatsoever from the government, relying on private donations from outside sources, mainly from the Hanns Seidel Foundation in Germany.

INDESIC hopes that its experience can be expanded to other Latin American countries, and later, other continents. INDESIC urges the UN programmes and funds to support this initiative and allocate more funds for high level education. INDESIC will work very closely with the Hurist Programme of the UN country office of Ecuador in order to disseminate the international mechanisms for indigenous peoples. INDESIC believes that endorsing organizations like theirs will facilitate the goals of the UNPFII.

PANELISTS: The panel consisted of Nina Pacari Vega, member of the UNPFII, Angel Ramirez, President of INDESIC, Armin Schlegl, the vice-president of INDESIC, also, former and present fellows of INDESIC.
AUDIENCE: Representative of the International Labor Organization (ILO), representative from the UN Country Office –Hurist Programme in Ecuador, Hanns Seidel Foundation in Ecuador, INDESIC members and students, Tribal Link Foundation, Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas from the South, academics, and activists.

SIDE EVENT ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN VOLUNTARY ISOLATION FACING THE MDGS, REFLECTIONS ON THE TAGAERI AND TAROMENAE PEOPLES IN ECUADOR.
Organized by: Comité de Derechos Económicos y Sociales (CDES) and Deusto University
PURPOSE: To bring into light the human rights, that are inflicted upon indigenous peoples that choose not to be part of the modern world. The human rights human rights of these "uncontacted" people or people in voluntary isolation have to be taken into account and protected.

VENUE and DATE: This event took place in the context of the fourth session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, on May 20, 2005.

RELEVANCE: The Tagaeri and the Taromenae, live as people in voluntary isolation in the Amazonian section of Ecuador. These are peoples who choose not to partake in the western world, rather intentionally isolating themselves from western society's influences. It is important for the Forum to recognize their special problems and address them..  

BACKGROUND AND OUTCOMES: The Tagaeri and Taromenae people are nomadic people who, when confronted with oncoming expansion from oil and logging companies, move further and further into the Ecuadorian Amazon.  There have been various confrontations between the Tagaeri and incoming industry.  The Tagaeri have killed three oil workers who ventured into their lands, while oil companies claim that they operate legally on land granted to them by the government.  According to the panel, industrial logging in that area is against Ecuadorian law. In 1999, Ecuador passed laws protecting the land exclusively for people in voluntary isolation, but the laws could not be enforced. The illegal bands that raid the land are allegedly composed of Colombians who venture into land that it preserved for people in voluntary isolation.  It is thought to be Colombian loggers who coersed the Huaorani people to kill 26 members of the Tagaeri in 2003. The Huaorani proclaim that the attack was in response of a Huaorani killed by the Tagaeri ten years earlier.  However, it is widely seen to be in the best interest of the Huaorani and the Colombian loggers for the Tagaeri to be extinct. The Huaorani allow for the loggers to work on their land, being payed one U.S. dollar for every board of "balsa" wood, wood that is further sold abroad for. Currently, it cannot be said for sure if there are any Tagaeri left in Ecuador, as those who survived the massacre migrated deeper into the jungle and have not been seen since. 
The main recommendations established by the panel were for the Huaorani and all indigenous peoples to try to resolve their feuds with neighboring tribes in a peaceful, diplomatic way. Also, that the Ecuadorian government and the Permanent Forum should take an active role in preserving the human rights and way of life of people in voluntary isolation. There has to be a consensus that people in voluntary isolation have the right to self-determination, and if that self-determination lead to a decision of isolation, then that decision must be honored.       

PANELISTS: Pedro Arrupe of the Institute of Human Rights at the University of Deusto, representatives of the Huaorani, Kichwa from the Amazon, and other indigenous peoples.

AUDIENCE: Researchers from the Institute of Human Righs at the University of Deusto, Huaorani and Kichwa people, Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Land is Life, academics, and activists.

SIDE EVENT-THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS: A FOCUS ON THE CARIBBEAN FIRST NATIONS
Organized by: United Confederation of Taino People
PURPOSE: 

To review the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals and to evaluate the impact of the programs to respond to Goal 1, “To Eradicate extreme poverty and Hunger” and Goal 2, “Achieve universal primary education.”

VENUE and DATE: 

The side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 24, 2005.
QUESTIONS:

A number of questions were posed by the panelists towards each of their communities:

1. Are the people of the indigenous communities aware of the Millennium Development Goals?

2. What is being done in each community to reach these goals?

3. Which party, the NGOs or the government, is more responsible for raising awareness of these goals and the programs available to the indigenous community?

RESPONSES:

The Panelists responded that the smaller communities were not aware of the Millennium Development Goals. The panelists also expressed concerns that the people were not aware of any special programs and projects that were being implemented to answer their predicaments. However, the panelists pointed out some programs that were being undertaken in certain communities. Question three was not answered due to disagreement between panelists. 
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Indigenous peoples in the world must have affirmative co-participation in education, economic, and the productive system.
2. All states must give assistance in all sectors of life such as health, housing, educational, and economic issues. 
3. The indigenous communities should be allowed access to their own natural resources.
4. All communities should give value to the unique cultural background of the Indigenous peoples and should allow them to grow in their own way.
5. States must assist in a language emersion program in schools in which the indigenous children will be able to learn the common language as well as their own.
6. There must be programs implemented specifically to tear down barriers between the Indigenous community and the rest of the community.
PANELISTS: 

The Panelists consisted indigenous speakers from Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Guyana and a representative of the Guyanese Government.

AUDIENCE: 

Member States, Unites Nations agencies, funds and programs, indigenous peoples’ organization, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated.
SIDE EVENT: IMPACT OF THE TSUNAMI ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN THE ACEH PROVINCE IN INDONESIA 
Organized by: Aliansi Masyarakat, Adat Nusantara, Assembly of First Nations
PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this side event was to discuss the impact of the Tsunami on the people of the Aceh province in Indonesia, and how to rehabilitate the people and their community facing this challenge. 
VENUE AND DATE:

The side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 26, 2005.
CHALLENGES:

The people of the Aceh province of Indonesia are constantly faced with the threat of a Tsunami. They do not receive enough strength and support from the authorities is inadequate, and that indigenous peoples are forced to rely upon themselves. The Tsunami affected thirty communities, according to a panelist who is a Chief in Ache, and claimed approximately four thousand lives. Along with this, the fields and houses are also destroyed leaving the people bereft and without food and shelter. There is a constant demand for jobs and heath care which is not met. The people are moved from their communities without consent due to the lack of proper land documentation.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

A number of recommendations were proposed by the panelists:

1. To reconstruct and rebuild the economy with the support of the community, government, and the international society 
2. More temporary housing for the people who lost houses due to Tsunami. 
3. To put forth more programs to ensure health care and jobs for the indigenous community. 
4. The indigenous community should have full participation in the rest of society, and the Government should consult with the people before any decisions are made concerning them.  
5. The Indigenous peoples asked for land rights due to the fact that they did not hold any documentation proving ownership of their own lands.
6. The implementation of the recommendations, and steady communication between the Government and the Indigenous community.
PANELISTS:

Panelists consisted of members of the indigenous community from the Aceh province, and an official from the Indonesian Government   
AUDIENCE: 

Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programs, indigenous peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated. 

SIDE EVENT: EXPLORING TRADITIONAL MEDICINE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN SIBERIA
Organized by: University of Toronto International 
PURPOSE: 

To explore the possibility of recognizing traditional medicine as a real medicinal practice, and to implement traditional medicine in hospitals. 

VENUE and DATE:

The side event took place in the context of the 4th session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 27, 2005.
CHALLENGES:
Traditional medicine is one of the forms of existence of medicinal practices which has developed in man’s history. Traditional medicine is important to the Indigenous peoples and their beliefs. A hospital as such must be built to preserve this medicinal practice for the indigenous peoples and also for the benefit of others. 
RECOMMENDATIONS:
A number of recommendations were proposed:

1. To establish institutions of medicine of indigenous peoples and minorities.
2. To receive resources to further the study of traditional medicine for the indigenous peoples. 
3. To build a hospital called The World Yurt of Peace in which traditional medicine is offered along with modern medicine.
4. This will promote tourism and job opportunities for the people as a benefit.
5. Women should also participate fully in this process. 
PANELISTS:

The speaker is an indigenous traditional medicine practitioner from Yakutz, Siberia, Russian Federation.
AUDIENCE:

Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programs, indigenous peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated. 
SIDE EVENT:   INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND POVERTY REDUCTION: OPERATIONALIZING A RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH
Organized by: The International Labor Organization
PURPOSE:

To review and evaluate the implementation of Millennium Development Goal 1: “Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger”.

VENUE and DATE:

The side event took place in the context of the 4th session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 17, 2005.  

CHALLENGES:

The major challenges presented by panelists were the evaluation of poverty indicators and presenting case studies of the consequences of poverty in the labor field in Cambodia and Latin America indigenous peoples. Many tribal and indigenous peoples are excluded from the development process. The challenge to define tribal people in Africa has made it difficult to implement programs to help indigenous peoples, to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. In addition, poverty indicators have to be evaluated in order to include indigenous peoples who are excluded by in programs. Case studies from Cambodia and Latin America were presented giving examples of forced labor and marginalization of indigenous peoples. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The panelists proposed a number of recommendations:

1. To include indigenous peoples in the implementation of Goal 1 such as in the consultation process of each community.
2. To take into account ethnicity, gender, and political context of each community in evaluating poverty indicators. 

3. To engage long term process of cooperation between the United Nations agencies and indigenous peoples to implement programs. 

4. To contact indigenous communities who live in difficult geographic locations so that they may participate in development programming.
5. To maximize the use of ILO’s tools of work with other agencies in order to eradicate poverty to complement and complete the mission of satisfying the needs of each indigenous peoples. 

6. To create interaction between indigenous communities and their local governments in order to establish a relationship with civil society in the process of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger. 

PANELISTS:

The panel consisted of panelist representing ILO, case study presented by specialist from Cambodia, Latin America.
AUDIENCE:

Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programs, indigenous peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated.

SIDE EVENT: INDIGENOUS ECONOMIES: THE MACRO-ECONOMIC DIMENSION OF INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Organized by: Indigenous Network on Economies and trade (INET)
PURPOSE:

To evaluate macro-economic effects in the environmental and land ownership issues with different indigenous communities in Canada and Colombia.

VENUE and DATE:

The side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 20, 2005.

CHALLENGES:

Many indigenous peoples are struggling to maintain their traditional cultivations in places that are being affected by multinational companies’ pollution and overtaking of profitable lands. Many cases exist of power struggle with local governments and guerilla groups, particularly in Colombia, to defend their land and respect their own community economy in order to provide the necessary means to survive in a constant conflict with multinational companies and local governments. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The panelists proposed a number of recommendations:

1. To create a web page to communicate and list all indigenous group who are willing to trade with other indigenous peoples.

2. To bond as indigenous peoples who share same difficulties in their land and provide support and ideas to develop a community based economy.

3. To reestablish the economy once affected by conflict zone and provide external help to increase commercial trade with communities in the region.
4. Provide legal information regarding international trade among nations and advice to improve the relationship with other traders.

PANELISTS:

The panel consisted of a consulting ecologist, a representative of the Asociation de Cabildos Indigenas del Norte del Cauca and a Hereditary Chief of the Qwatsinas.
AUDIENCE:

Indigenous peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated.

SIDE EVENT:   GLOBAL STUDY AND CONFERENCE ON THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S INDIGENOUOS CHILDREN
Organized by: CORE
PURPOSE:

To present a project proposal of protecting indigenous children’s rights and to provide information and opinions to improve the cooperation of many nations and organizations with the project

VENUE and DATE:

The side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 23, 2005.
CHALLENGES:

Worldwide study on the rights of indigenous children, documenting the state of knowledge respecting indigenous children and young people pursuant to the following themes: Child and youth participation, health and survival, protection, culture and education and monitoring.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

The panelist proposed a number of recommendations:

1. To establish an international searchable database on indigenous child rights (also take available in print)

2. To establish a roster of those individuals, groups and organizations working in indigenous child rights.

3. To conduct workshops to promote greater public awareness and broad based engagement on indigenous child rights
PANELISTS:

The speaker was a representative of the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada.
AUDIENCE:

Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programs, indigenous peoples’ organizations, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions participated.

SIDE EVENT: INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND PEACE BUILDING  



Organized by: South Asia’s Women’s Forum 





PURPOSE:  
To review and evaluate the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’S) with emphasis on Goal 1: “Eradicate extreme Poverty and Hunger” and Goal 2: “Achieve universal primary education” in relation to indigenous women. 

VENUE AND DATE: 
This side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 20, 2005.
CHALLENGES: 
In correlation to the conference, the South Asian Women’s Forum, panelists has conducted and demonstrated a further in depth discussion on the injustices and human rights violations that have been induced upon the indigenous women and children in that part. A major concern expressed amongst the panelists and participants were the ongoing protected conflicts inhumane military actions towards indigenous communities.  
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
1. Implementing a law that acknowledges and addresses decentralization.
2. Implementation of policies on education.
3. Recognizing and building a communication network of regional human rights and peace activists, as well as NGOs, and developing a publications programme on peace and human rights issues. 

PANELISTS: 
The panel consisted of indigenous women leaders from South Asia. 
AUDIENCE: 
Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, indigenous peoples’ organizations, nongovernmental organizations and academic institutions participated.  


SIDE EVENT: NEW INDIGENOUS VOICES-STAGED READING SERIES 2005
Organized by Australian Aboriginal Theater Initiative

PURPOSE: 
To review and evaluate the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’S) with emphasis on Goal 1: “Eradicate extreme Poverty and Hunger” and Goal 2: “Achieve universal primary education” in relation to indigenous women.  In accordance to the two mandates proposed, the Staged Readings have been focused on these issues through dialogues between indigenous artists.

VENUE AND DATE: 
This side event took place in the context of the fourth session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, at the United Nations Headquarters, May 27, 2005.
CHALLENGES: 
This panel was a theatrical representation on a historical re-enactment of the military force imbued upon the indigenous community and how it is currently still oppressing the community.


RELEVANCE: 
One of the main issues for indigenous people is the lack of awareness and recognition of indigenous concerns from the media and the public.  The relevance of this theatrical unit is to perpetuate artistic and international exchange amongst indigenous artists while raising awareness of indigenous issues to a broad audience. The project presents indigenous cultures to theatrical audiences through richly diverse artistic work and staged readings which allow for open discussion on contemporary and historical issues and encourage recommendations for a more peaceful and united future.   

PANELISTS: 
The panel and dialogue consisted of one Australian Aboriginal theatre playwright and aboriginal actors.  


AUDIENCE: 
Member States, United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, indigenous peoples’ organizations, nongovernmental organizations and academic institutions participated.  
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