International Expert Group Meeting on  

Indigenous Children and Youth in Detention, Custody, Adoption and Foster Care
4-5 January, 2010, Vancouver

Draft Agenda of Work

1.
Opening of Meeting

2.
Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur

3.
Themes for discussion

Theme 1: Detention
· What strategies have been successfully utilized by tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations to challenge disproportionate rates of incarceration of indigenous youth? 
· To what extent can tribal government, indigenous peoples’ organizations or authorities influence the treatment and rehabilitation of indigenous youth in State justice systems?
· How can tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations from different regions work together to address common concerns regarding the incarceration of indigenous youth?

· What State initiatives, if any, have proven to be promising with regard to indigenous children, youth and communities? What lessons can be learned from experiences with such programs, and how can indigenous peoples best ensure that promising programs are further developed and expanded?

· What role can the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the UN system more broadly play in addressing disproportionate rates of incarceration of indigenous youth and harsh treatment of those in detention?
· Very little systematic data on incarceration rates of indigenous youth exist for most countries and regions. How can this gap be filled? What mechanisms can be used to share information on this issue among indigenous peoples’ organizations and advocates concerned with this issue?
Theme 2: Foster Care 

· How can indigenous peoples’ communities, tribal government or authorities assist indigenous children and youths that are more likely to enter the foster care system?

· What strategies (including policy development etc ) have been successfully utilized by tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations to deal with the disproportionate numbers of indigenous youth in the foster care system?

· To what extent can tribal governments or authorities influence the overall treatment and care (economically, socially, physically, spiritually and emotionally) of indigenous youth in state-sponsored foster care programs?

· How can tribal governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations or authorities work together with States to ensure that proper care and treatment (economically, socially, physically, spiritually and emotionally) is afforded to indigenous children and youth that are placed in both indigenous and non-indigenous families?  

· How can tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations from different regions work together to address common concerns regarding indigenous children and youth that are placed in the foster care system?

· How can tribal governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations and authorities work with States to assist indigenous youths that age out of the foster care system?

· What State initiatives/programs, if any, have proven to be promising to assist indigenous youths both in the foster care system and also those that age out of the system? What lessons can be learned from experiences with such programs, and how can indigenous peoples best ensure that promising programs are further developed and expanded?

· What role can the UN Permanent Forum in Indigenous Issues and the UN system more broadly play in addressing the vastly disproportionate numbers of indigenous children and youths in the foster care system?
Theme 3: Adoption
· How can indigenous peoples’ organizations work together with indigenous communities that have maintained and still practice the customary adoption system? How can all parties ensure that the indigenous children and youth going through adoption are not abandoned in the adoption system but are placed with families that will allow them to develop skills and maintain their culture and traditions in their own homes? 

· How can indigenous peoples’ organizations and communities assist indigenous peoples or families that are considering entering their child(ren) into the formal adoption system? What service can be provided to these indigenous peoples or families within their own communities to assist them in making a well informed decision? How can indigenous peoples’ organizations work together with States in the development of such services or programs?

· How can indigenous peoples’ organizations and tribal governments and authorities influence States that are not party to international legal standards and instruments relating to children, like the Convention on the Rights of a Child to become party and implement these international standards locally?

· To what extent can indigenous people’s organizations and tribal governments and authorities work together with States to ensure that indigenous children and youth that enter the formal adoption system are placed with legally operating entities that are not in contravention of any local or international laws relating to the adoption of children both locally and internally?

· How can indigenous peoples’ organizations and tribal governments and authorities work together to assist States in tackling the issue of stolen babies and children? How can indigenous organizations create awareness of the issue in their own communities? How can indigenous peoples’ organizations influence States to create awareness and implement laws and policies that will stop these illegal activities?

· What roles can the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the UN system more broadly play in addressing the issue of indigenous children being stolen and also indigenous parents deceived into entering their child(ren) into international programs that are in contravention of local and international law?
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