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UNITED NATIONS                                            NATIONS UNIES

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Division for Social Policy and Development

Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
International Expert Group Meeting 

The Mandate of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues under Article 42 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

14-16 January, 2009, New York
Draft Agenda

 Prepared by the Secretariat of the 

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
1.
Opening of Meeting

2.
Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur

3.
Themes for discussion

Theme 1: Integration of the UN Declaration into the ongoing work of the Permanent Forum
· How can UNPFII integrate the promotion of the UN Declaration into its ongoing work? For example, how can the Permanent Forum ensure that the UN Declaration is incorporated into its own recommendations on the six substantive mandated areas of the Forum, as well as its work under the special theme for each session and its ongoing themes and priorities?
· How might UNPFII best promote respect for and full application of the UN Declaration, and follow up on its effectiveness through its own research (for example, through its practice of appointing Permanent Forum members as special rapporteurs to conduct selected studies or research)? What types of research would best contribute to the implementation of the UN Declaration (for example, country-specific studies, implementation guides, compilations of best practices)? 

· How can UNPFII develop article-specific commentaries on the UN Declaration? 

· What resources would be required by UNPFII and SPFII? In this regard, should UNPFII seek to develop relationships with academic institutions that might participate in the development and dissemination of research materials and, in doing so, contribute additional resources to implementation efforts?

Theme 2: Capacity development for indigenous and non-indigenous communities and organizations 

· How can the Permanent Forum promote the dissemination of and capacity-building on the UN Declaration for indigenous peoples’ organizations and both indigenous and non-indigenous communities? 

· How can UNPFII best support indigenous peoples’ organizations in their efforts towards the realization of the provisions of the UN Declaration at local, national and regional levels?
Theme 3: Promotion of respect for and full application of the UN Declaration at the State level

· Given that the UN Declaration outlines the obligations of States, how can UNPFII best work with States to support their efforts in the implementation of the UN Declaration at local, national and regional levels? 

· How can the Permanent Forum promote cooperative solutions to problems between governments and indigenous peoples at the country level within the context of the UN Declaration?

· How can UNPFII encourage States to require private sector actors to also comply with the provisions of the UN Declaration?

· How can the Permanent Forum promote the dissemination of the UN Declaration to key State actors, including government agencies and parliamentarians? How might UNPFII best promote dissemination of the UN Declaration to additional key groups working at the national level, such as judicial officials, lawyers, professors and members of the media? 

Theme 4: Dialogue with States regarding respect for and application of the UN Declaration and follow up on its effectiveness

· During the 2008 ECOSOC, Member States provided voluntary reports regarding their efforts at the country level on the Millennium Development Goals. Taking this practice as an example and, given the participation of States in UNPFII sessions and the voluntary submission of information to UNPFII by numerous Governments, how can UNPFII encourage States to further share promising national practices with regard to indigenous peoples? 
· Could the information provided by Governments to UNPFII on their relevant national policies and practices become the basis for constructive dialogues between Governments and UNPFII? What could be the contribution of the UN system and indigenous organizations to such dialogues?

· What methodologies should be followed by UNPFII in promoting and facilitating constructive dialogues with States? When would such meetings be held (for example, before, during or in-between sessions of UNPFII?)? How should such dialogues be structured and who should participate? What outcome and follow-up would be expected or sought from such dialogues? 

· What resources would be required by UNPFII and SPFII to pursue such dialogues? 
Theme 5: Cooperation within the United Nations

· In carrying out its responsibilities under Article 42, how can the Permanent Forum coordinate its efforts with those of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples?

· How can UNPFII promote the integration of the UN Declaration and the inclusion of indigenous peoples into the planning and work of UN country teams?

· How can UNPFII ensure that its members enjoy close and fruitful relationships with UN country teams regarding the UN Declaration?

· How can UNPFII and SPFII best disseminate the UN Declaration and promote the application of its provisions within the UN system?
· How can the UNPFII work together with the ILO to create an operational interpretation that reconciles and strengthens both the UN Declaration and ILO Convention 169? 

· How can UNPFII best learn from the experiences of other UN bodies in their promotion of other human rights instruments, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
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