“INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, STRENGTHENING OUR SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS THROUGH COMMUNICATION”

Declaration of the International Forum on Communication 
for the Development of Indigenous Peoples

Santa Cruz, (Bolivia), 13-15 September 2006

The International Forum on Indigenous Peoples’ Communication and Development in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, was attended by representatives from indigenous peoples’ organizations and institutions from Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Argentina and Bolivia, invited by Confederación Indigena de Bolivia (CIDOB), the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and FAO. Recognizing that Indigenous Peoples are agents of change and that, in various countries of America, especially in Bolivia, indigenous peoples are reordering the economic and social environment, we have identified the objective of “sharing visions, experiences and developing our own proposals for articulating initiatives and policies on indigenous peoples´ communication and development”. Looking forward to the World Congress on Communication for Development, we recognize that:

Communication is a fundamental tool for the democratic and diverse construction of our societies, in particular for indigenous peoples´ development. Therefore, the strengthening of identities is essential and intrinsic to all aspects of communication relating to development. 

The use of innovative communication strategies has been a significant contributor to social change, despite the presence of various obstacles. Social inequality, in particular is a major challenge to the communication efforts of indigenous peoples.

The efforts, devotion and commitments of various indigenous communicators have been a great benefit to their organizations and towards greater democratization of communication in general, despite varying conditions and access to resources. These efforts have been made despite a lack of attention to public policies in support of this work in the creation of intercultural and diverse democracies.

The Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (June, 2006) stresses the importance of communication by stating that indigenous peoples have the right to establish their own media and have access to all technological resources without discrimination in addition to having access to all other non-indigenous forms of communication and dissemination (Article 16). In addition, the American Convention on Human Rights indicates that the right to expression may not be affected in indirect manners such as in the case of radio frequencies and other means.

The participants declare the following:

1.
We reaffirm that communication is a fundamental element of the liberation, transformation and development of societies and for the enjoyment of Indigenous Peoples’ rights.

2.
We demand conditions that guarantee that indigenous peoples enjoy the right to communication and development. This is directly related to the equal access to all forms of media, communications and information resources and in closing the digital divide that disproportionately affects indigenous peoples.

3.
We demand normative and regulatory frameworks that allow for the improved access to and use of radio frequencies to community media organizations, especially to indigenous community media organizations.

4.
We propose the establishment of new forms of relationships based on respect and equality, between all actors involved in the indigenous peoples’ communication and development, based on the principle of free, prior and informed consent.
5.
We demand that specific attention be paid to the situation of dislocated, migrant and urban indigenous peoples and their communication needs.

6.
We propose that indigenous peoples’ experiences in the field of communication be highlighted and valued. It is essential to ensure an adequate balance between traditional forms and methods of communication and those derived from new technologies.

7.
We demand the protection and strengthening of indigenous systems of knowledge and communication as a basis of intercultural relationships and the protection of the interests of indigenous peoples.

8.
We call for goodwill and alliances to develop capacity building and exchange programmes in the field of communication for the development of indigenous peoples. Such programmes should be led by indigenous peoples’ organizations and ensure the equal participation of women, taking advantage of all pedagogical resources and new technologies.

9.
We demand the recognition and strengthening of Indigenous Peoples’ self-determination and management of communications processes.

10.
We request a significantly increased presence and space for community media and a greater presence of indigenous peoples in mass media.

11.
We appeal to international development cooperation agencies, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and other actors to contribute in a meaningful manner to communication for the development of indigenous peoples, taking into account the recommendations from the World Summit for the Information Society relating to indigenous peoples and to incorporate the theme of Communication for the Development of Indigenous Peoples into the agenda of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.

12.
The participants of this International Forum on Communication and Development of Indigenous Peoples; representatives of indigenous communications organizations, cultural workers and representatives from international development agencies, are all committed to making a coordinated contribution to indigenous peoples’ communication in a diverse and inclusive manner. Thus, we commit ourselves to following up on the conclusions, recommendations and agreements made at this International Forum.

The results of this International Forum shall be made available to Indigenous People’s Organizations in Latin America, to the First World Congress on Communication for Development (Rome, 25-27 October, 2006) as well as to the media at large and to national and international audiences.

Santa Cruz, 15 September, 2006.

