WFP’s Contribution to the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)

Latin America and the Caribbean

1.
The third interagency seminar for the Caribbean countries was conducted last year in a joint effort with other UN agencies (same objectives than the 2 former seminars that have been developed in South America and Central American countries).  

2.
WFP regional office led the development of a comprehensive study on the scope of nutritional dimensions of social safety nets in 7 countries in Central America: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama and the Dominican Republic. In the face of the global crisis, WFP aims to support these countries to strengthen social protection policy and programming to address the needs of the populations that are most vulnerable to undernutrition, poverty, exclusion and discrimination. The study assesses the scope of the nutritional dimension of social protection programmes, as well as the priority given to specific vulnerable populations such as children under two years old, women and indigenous peoples.  A key aspect was to see how much are the national programmes taking into consideration the indigenous peoples’ needs and rights in different stages of the programmes: targeting, implementation, M&E. The Study has identified some positive examples and best practices showing how nutritional components can be well integrated into social protection programmes in order to support scale-up and reorientation of priorities. Gaps and limitations which impede reaching nutritional impacts were identified. A broad-based partnership was established, involving nearly 150 professionals from more than 40 different institutions. Currently, we are finalizing the final regional report and we will prepare eight individual country reports. Although the study has not been officially disseminated, so far it has influenced national nutrition policies as well as South-South cooperation, i.e.  i) The government of the Dominican Republic has requested WFP´s technical support to design the Nutrition Component of the largest National Conditional Cash Transfer Programme “Solidaridad”; ii) As an acknowledgement of WFP efforts to ensure nutrition security throughout the strengthening of social protection programmes by South-South cooperation, recently WFP has been recognized as a lead agency championing the South-South Development Agenda (Global South-South Development Expo 2009, WDC). 

During the first quarter of this year, WFP has planned to conduct the same study in the Andean Subregion countries (most indigenous peoples of the LAC region are concentrated in this area, mainly in Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru). 

3.
Currently, the WFP regional office and 14 Country Offices (involving the national governments’ participation) are developing a regional proposal to produce locally fortified complementary foods based on native nutritious products which have been used traditionally by indigenous peoples over thousands of years. Aside from improving small children’s nutritional status (priority group are children from 6- 24 months) this project will help recuperate and revalidate ancestral indigenous knowledge and cultures, strengthen local production capacities and promote job creation. Environmental protection is another objective of the project, through the use of biodegradable packaging. 

Southern, Eastern & Central Africa
Tanzania (2009): WFP partner launches special programme to support Hadzabe people in Mbulu District.

Caritas Mbulu is a WFP Food For Assets (FFA) implementing partner who started to pay attention to indigenous (Hadzabe) people in Mbulu as they are very shy and did not participate in any communal activities. They have been excluded from food security programmes in the district, although most of them are food insecure. 

Caritas Mbulu, in collaboration with the district government, conducted four meetings in 2008 with Hadzabe leaders to discuss the possibility of their participation in FFA and other communal activities. As a result of that, in 2009 ten households from Hadzabe community participated in FFA activities from Mang’ola village. 

As part of capacity building and development, Caritas Mbulu will sponsor three Hadzabe leaders’ participation in the Opportunity & Obstacles for Development (O&OD) training in Mbulu district to be conducted in March 2010.

