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On the Occasion of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples
9 August 2007

On the occasion of International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, I very much welcome the opportunity to join with others in honouring indigenous peoples living in some 70 countries around the globe. Today, we especially recognize their tireless efforts to maintain their distinctive cultures, socio-political systems and identity. We also reaffirm UNDP’s commitment to support those efforts within the context of human development, which focuses on human freedom and creating an environment in which people can develop their full potential and lead productive, creative lives in accordance with their needs and interests. 
We recognize that indigenous peoples are often the most marginalized populations in society, deprived of the most basic rights to development, including access to land, healthcare, education and participation in development processes.  Unfortunately, indigenous peoples are still disproportionately represented among those at risk of not achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and they continue to be adversely affected by some development projects that are not sensitive to their unique situations and needs.
UNDP has, therefore, developed, in consultation with indigenous peoples, a proactive ‘Policy of Engagement with Indigenous Peoples,’ aimed at developing meaningful partnerships on these critical issues.  These partnerships with indigenous peoples play an important role in conflict prevention and resolution, enhancing democratic governance, reducing poverty and managing both the local and global environment in a sustainable manner. As an organization that supports a human rights-based approach to development, UNDP is committed to involving indigenous peoples in achieving the MDGs and in promoting their basic rights to lands and resources, culture and identity, and self-determination.  
On this International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples I would like to reaffirm UNDP’s commitment to promote indigenous peoples’ rights and encourage governments, as well as other stakeholders, and the entire UN system, to join forces in this endeavour.  The proclamation of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples (2005 – 2014) with its main theme “partnership for action and dignity” and the adoption of the draft United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the Human Rights Council in June 2006 should constitute a solid framework for action to development actors.  Together, working with indigenous peoples, we can move ahead in achieving justice and sustainable human development for all.
