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1. How can indigenous peoples’ communities, tribal government or authorities assist indigenous children and youths that are more likely to enter the foster care system?

Child protection is everyone’s business the community is required to have a holistic approach to their underlining problems and most importantly their children who are at risk.  Self determination and self management by creating effective culturally appropriate preventative, juvenile justice, intensive family support services, education and training programs and education the community when the red flags are up and most importantly educating the children on awareness to child abuse and neglect. 

· Community Engagement
· Safe Houses 
· Education programs, Awareness Programs, Preventative programs on child abuse and protection
· Intensive Family Support Services

· Family Support Program & Early Intervention

· Police presents in all remote communities (Aboriginal Community Police Officer)

· Regular Health & Nutrition Checks

· Social Emotional Wellbeing Counseling

·  Recreational, Craft & Art programs

2. What strategies (including policy development etc) have been successfully utilized by tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations to deal with the disproportionate numbers of indigenous youth in the foster care system?

· Stolen Generation – Bringing Them Home Report 1997

· Child Abuse Reports in each state, Gordon, Mulligan, 

· Little Children are Sacred Report 2007

· Apology to the Stolen Generation Feb 2008

· NT Intervention 2007

· NT Child Abuse Inquiry 2010

3. To what extent can tribal governments or authorities influence the overall treatment and care (economically, socially, physically, spiritually and emotionally) of indigenous youth in state-sponsored foster care programs?

· Strong and effective reunification process

· Strong cultural plans entering the system

· Quality Assurances watchdogs

· Multiple services partnerships

· Programs are Review annually

· Groups Homes adequately funded to operate

· Aboriginal Child Placement Principle

· Inquiry into the Child Protection systems

· Upgrade legislation and standards

· Inquiry in Child Abuse in each State and Territory

· Develop new services to respond to changing needs without losing sight of maintaining and supporting the delivery of existing services

· Effective negotiations to secure adequate funding to operate the service

·  Create a system which recognizes diversity and is culturally responsive to the needs of Indigenous children.

4. How can tribal governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations or authorities work together with States to ensure that proper care and treatment (economically, socially, physically, spiritually and emotionally) is afforded to indigenous children and youth that are placed in both indigenous and non-indigenous families?  

· Family Intervention – Round table

· Financial and resources support

· Aboriginal Child Placement Principle

· Group Homes

· Siblings Homes

· Cross Cultural Awareness Programs

· Regular Home visits

· Strong relationships between, child and carer and carer and caseworker, child and caseworker

· Holidays Camps

5. How can tribal governments and indigenous peoples’ organizations from different regions work together to address common concerns regarding indigenous children and youth that are placed in the foster care system?

· Form State and a National Peak Body – e.g. SNAICC – Policy & Advocacy

· Recruit Kinship Carers

· Recruit Aboriginal Foster Carers

· Provide positive parenting programs

· Form Clearing houses in each state and territory

· State and national forums

· Good Governance and operations

· Form watchdog committee

· Employ qualified and skilled people to deliver the program

6. How can tribal governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations and authorities work with States to assist indigenous youths that age out of the foster care system?

· Education & Training programs

· Pathways to higher Education

· Accommodation services

· Family Support Services

· Connecting them to sporting groups

· Youth Services

· Traineeships/Cadetships 

7. What State initiatives/programs, if any, have proven to be promising to assist indigenous youths both in the foster care system and also those that age out of the system? 

· Education Training programs

· Community Awareness program

· Housing accommodation 

· Keep children active in varies forms of activities, sports, camps, art and crafts, etc

· Parenting programs

· Family Support Program

· Financial Budgeting programs

· Domestic Violence Programs

· Social and emotional well-being counseling

b) What lessons can be learned from experiences with such programs, and how can indigenous peoples best ensure that promising programs are further developed and expanded?

· Individual needs planning and support that is tailored, flexible, responsive and appropriate to the individual when leaving the foster care system and also child still in the system.

8. What role can the UN Permanent Forum in Indigenous Issues and the UN system more broadly play in addressing the vastly disproportionate numbers of indigenous children and youths in the foster care system?
· The UN to pressure and negotiate with the Australian Government to install the Racial Discrimination Act as a matter of urgency.

· Human Rights Act is an important vehicle that requires to be active when it comes to the right of indigenous people

· Further discussion on the above issue
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