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              UNITED NATIONS                                            NATIONS UNIES

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Division for Social Policy and Development

Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

International Expert Group Meeting on  Indigenous Peoples and Forests
12 - 14 January 2011, New York

  Programme of Work
Prepared by the Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Division for Social Policy and Development

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations

Wednesday 12 January 2011
10.00am – 10.30am



Opening of the Workshop by the Chair, SPFII
Item 1


Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur

Item 2


Adoption of agenda and organization of work

10.30am – 1pm


Theme 1
International standards relevant to indigenous peoples and forests

· Analysis of international standards and recommendations that could be applied to indigenous peoples in protecting their rights to forests (e.g. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Convention on Biological Diversity, United Nations Framework on Climate Change ILO and others);
· Analysis of how the goals and needs of indigenous peoples and forests may differ from the needs and goals of other interested forest stakeholders 

Opening Presentations 

Mr Mattias Åhrén
Grand Chief Edward John


3 – 6pm

Theme 2
Case Studies on the positive and negative effects of development within forest areas on indigenous peoples and their communities.

· Provide case studies where development projects in forest areas have negatively affected indigenous peoples and their communities by generating further poverty, severe inequality and other social problems. Highlight any lessons learned from such experiences;

· Provide case studies of instances where indigenous peoples are working in forest partnerships with States, United Nations agencies, the private sector, donor agencies on alternative development practices that may have positive outcomes;

· Provide case studies where indigenous peoples are revitalizing and integrating traditional knowledge in forest management.
Presentations: 

Ms Jan McAlpine, UN Forum on Forests Secretariat
Ms Simon William M’Viboudoulou

Ms Myrna Cunningham-Kain
Thursday 12 January 2011
10.00am – 1pm

Theme 3
Factors that enable or obstruct indigenous peoples’ participation in decision-making in relation to forests.

· Provide examples where indigenous peoples are effectively participating in decision-making at the international and national levels on issues relating to forests;

· Highlight initiatives that support indigenous peoples’ governance and capacity building efforts in forest management activities;
· Highlight measures of accountability and integrity in decision-making and implementation of policies at the international and national levels in regards to indigenous peoples and forests.

· Identify obstacles, including lack of relevant statistics, lack of information and lack of technical support in all matters pertaining to indigenous peoples and forests;

· Highlight the persistent barriers that undermine indigenous peoples in exercising their rights and customary laws in relation to forests;

· Analyze the role of the donor community, conservationists and the private sector in enhancing or weakening indigenous peoples’ livelihoods in forests?

Presentations
Mr Ron Trosper 

Ms Jeniffer Koinante

Ms Merata Kawharu

Paimaneh Hasteh



3 – 6pm

Theme 4
Human Rights and Corporate Responsibility in forest development programmes and projects. 

· Highlight measures to incorporate a human rights-based approach to      programmes and projects on forests;

· Highlight measures to strengthen Corporate responsibility in development programmes and projects on indigenous peoples’ lands and forests;
· Highlight measures for States to provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact on indigenous peoples’ forests, territories and resources.
Presentations
Mr Pavel Sulyandziga

Ms Victoria Tauli-Corpuz

Mr Marcial Arias 
UN-REDD

Friday 14 January 2011
10.00am – 1pm


Item 7

Strategies to identify gaps and challenges and a possible way forward.

3 – 6pm




Item 8

Adoption of conclusions and recommendations
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