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The destruction of forests in Central Asia, Iran, and Afghanistan is having a massive impact on the environment. It is also affecting the lives of indigenous people, causing land degradation and erosion that lead to mudslides, landslides, and flooding. 

 Iran’s forests cover less than 10% of its total land area. Of this 7.6% or 844,000 hectares are classified as primary forests. Iran possesses a great deal of traditional knowledge for the management of natural resources, particularly forests and in recent years the application of traditional knowledge is becoming widely popular. Research on traditional forestry knowledge is carried out in cooperation with indigenous communities. Basically the involvement of indigenous communities and traditional knowledge holders are central in this process. Traditional knowledge supports sustainable forest management in two ways. Firstly, it prevents waste of financial resources and secondly, the local communities accept to participate in forestry plans. 

  During the last 30 years, the forested area of the Elburz region of Iran has been reduced by half due to the fire and industrial activities such as mining. Deforestation and other contributing factors have reduced the soil fertility upon which rural communities depend for their livelihoods. Without access to sustainable land use practices, institutional services, credit and technology, many indigenous communities find themselves contributing to the degradation of the very lands upon which they depend for food and income. In other parts of the country which have humid tropics, deforestation has severely affected indigenous peoples. Firstly, deforestation has displaced them from their ancestral homes. Secondly, deforestation is also associated with the loss of animals and plants that the indigenous people depended on to survive. Their traditional life-styles, customs and religious beliefs are also threatened. Another great loss is their knowledge of medicine that had been passed down by their ancestors. Desertification resulting from erosion and deforestation of the high plateau posed additional dangers to communities’ environment. UN sources estimate that 1 to 1.5 million hectares per year are decertified. Replanting would not replace the destruction of ecosystem in that region. In the Elborz forests, there have been forests that were ancestors of European forests, according to specialists, which by cutting down, we would change the whole biodiversity. 

   Another area in which indigenous communities live is, Arasbaran in a mountainous area in the north-west of Iran. The rural population depends on husbandry (sheep, cattle) and cultivation barley and wheat. The living standards and economic status of the local population who are mostly villagers and nomads is low. The forested area is decreasing drastically due to heavy land use pressure by converting forests to arable land where suitable and livestock grazing. Forest grazing and fuel and timber harvesting negatively impact forest regeneration and nutrient cycling. Recently land use practices in three selected village areas were mapped for the purpose of improving the social, economic and ecological conditions. Regional and local stakeholders including villagers and nomads were consulted to collect local knowledge, to express preferences with regard to thematic issues and to contribute to the design of 5 alternative land use strategies. The conclusion of the mapping exercise was that there is no single best land use concept for all villages. Therefore in operational integrated resource planning and management emphasis should be placed on the specifics of village neighborhoods and communities priorities and knowledge.
   The Zagross region is located in the west of Iran running from northwest to southeast. This region is one of the strategic and valuable locations in Iran which is a very cold and mountainous region. Indigenous communities with low income and very dependent on environment are facing increased erosion and fragile natural resources. The total forest area is about 5.2 million hectares. Flora and fauna is very rich with diversity. There are between 2000 to 2500 species including 7-10% endemic rare species and 8% trees and shrubs. Foreign (non indigenous) population pressure has led to encroachments on the forestland, for agricultural and garden use, collection of fuel wood, mining, human settlements, grazing, utilization of branches and leaves of oak trees for feeding domestic animals, etc. Misuse of the land has degraded forests and so the forests have been reduced quantitatively and qualitatively. The history of management regimes in these forests from 1961-2002 includes:

a. Exploitation of the forests for charcoal projects by government permission from 1960-1970.

b. The first management plan started in 1972 with the aim of reforestation and protection, but it did not achieve its aims.

c. The second phase of management plans was to cover 1981-1991, but was never implemented.

d. In the third phase, integrated management plans in vast areas were begun from 1996-2001, directed only by governmental experts with little participation by the indigenous people.

 The basic law controlling the use of forests dates from 1943. In 1962, the forests and pastures in Iran were nationalized. Before this time forest ownership was governmental and private and there were no laws or policies that regulated forest exploitation. But from this time exploitation begun by different Russian, English, French and Swedish companies. Iran has 128.5 cubic kilometers of renewable water resources with 92% used for farming activity and 2% used for industrial purposes. Only 83% of the indigenous communities have pure drinking water.

 Problems of land degradation are closely linked to poverty in the country, where it creates economic, environmental, and social hardship for many of poor farmers who practice subsistence agriculture in fragile environments subject to periodic droughts and other desertification processes. These communities are the caretakers of fragile dry lands and their decisions about land management can either accelerate or reverse desertification.

In recent years the government has come to realize that the protection of indigenous peoples' rights is an integrated part of sustainable forestry. To facilitate communication and cooperation between government sectors and the largely illiterate forest communities, a range of creative and innovative solutions focusing on free, prior and informed consent of indigenous groups living in forests has been taken into account during the planning, decision-making and implementation of forest operations in some parts of the region. 

   Local communities have set up legal centers to help individuals claim legal access to the land, and face the fact that the laws simply ignore them, trying to invoke customary rights regulating ancestral access to the land by setting up councils of elders. This allowed tribes to get organized and adopt an official position and a better strategy in their search for forest land access. The elders have played very important roles in passing on traditional rules of land use. This would not only resolve the human rights concerns but also address the issue of natural resource conservation, because indigenous tribes never considered having “access to the land”, they have always seen themselves as part of the ecosystem: living from and actually “being the land”.

ZZanj was a name used by medieval Arab geographers to refer to both a certain portion of the East African coast and its inhabitants, and is the origin of the place name Zanzibar.-Location and inhabitants:...Black peopleWhite people is a term which usually refers to human beings characterized, at least in part, by the light pigmentation of their skin...


Recent floods have left many local communities in eastern Afghanistan severely damaged which was caused by heavy rains and exacerbated by deforestation which washed away homes, livestock, and farmland. As the region is becoming more economically secure, social and environmental concerns could gradually offset some of the development and other pressures that drive deforestation.

Sustainability is the capacity to endure. In ecology the word describes how biological systems remain diverse and productive over time. For humans it is the potential for long-term maintenance of well being, which in turn depends on the well being of the natural world and the responsible use of...The Persian Gulf, in Southwest Asia, is an extension of the Indian Ocean located between Iran and the Arabian Peninsula. Historically and commonly known as the Persian Gulf, this body of water is sometimes controversially referred to as the Arabian Gulf or simply The Gulf by most Arab states, an

Land degradation is one of the greatest threats in Tajikistan. In late April and early May, heavy rain and hail caused mudslides and floods in southern Tajikistan. More than 3,000 hectares of cotton plantations, and roads and bridges were damaged in the Khatlon region. Indigenous people had only 7 percent of arable land and they have lost half of it. Every year they lose about 50,000 hectares.    
 In the Ozgen and Karakulja districts of Kyrgyzstan, thousand hectares of forests were destroyed and directly affected indigenous communities and their residents which public pressure caused the Kyrgyz’s authorities to order the planting of a lot of walnut trees on thousands of hectares of dangerous hillside. These new forests are providing indigenous peoples with an opportunity to reap the fruits of preserving the landscape. Now there are fewer landslides in these places. Although, indigenous people are seeking government to impose stricter measures to protect the forests before it is too late.  
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