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UNITED NATIONS                                            NATIONS UNIES

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Division for Social Policy and Development

Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
International Expert Group Meeting on Indigenous Languages
8-10 January, 2008, New York
Draft Agenda

1.
Opening of Meeting

2.
Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur

3.
Themes for discussion

a) Working towards concrete actions and legislative development aimed at eliminating discrimination against the current use of indigenous languages;

- What are some examples of good practices? 


- How can the Declaration be used to influence policy making and legislation?


- Where legislation is in place, how can the implementation gap be bridged?

b) Developing programmes aimed at promoting the empowerment of indigenous languages through all mediums, including radio and television;
- What are some good examples and challenges in this area, and how can these challenges be overcome?

- How can resources be devoted to language programmes?

- How can indigenous peoples take advantage of new information and communication technologies?


- What should be the role of public and private media enterprises?

c) Supporting and increasing the number of centres for the study of indigenous languages;
- What are some good examples in the revival or strengthening of indigenous languages?

- What should be the means for adult or community education centers for the study of indigenous languages?

d) Financing and supporting schemes for special projects that are formulated by indigenous peoples and are focused on revitalization and rescue of threatened languages;
- What is and what should be the role of indigenous peoples, states, the UN system and donors, in the specific schemes for the revitalization and rescue of threatened indigenous languages?

e) Designing, in consultation with indigenous peoples and the Permanent

Forum, the organization of a world conference on linguistic diversity, indigenous languages, identity and education, as a contribution to the programme of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.
- What should be the purpose of such a conference?

- What should be the main areas in the agenda of such a conference?

- How would such a conference be prepared (expert contributions, role and contribution of states and indigenous peoples, regional focus…)?

- Hosting and funding







