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January 9, 2008

Takahi Guaitiao (Greetings relatives):

On behalf of the United Confederation of Taino People (UCTP), we would like to extend our solidarity to the Indigenous Peoples gathered at the Expert Meeting on Indigenous Languages gathered at United Nations Headquarters from 8-10 January, 2008. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the organizers and the supporters of this important initiative for their work in securing the participation of indigenous experts, UNPFII members as well as interested Member States, UN Agencies, Indigenous Peoples' Organizations, and Non-Governmental Organizations.   

After a review of the documents posted at the UNPFII website including the Draft Programme of Work (PFII/2008/EGM1/3), we would like to submit the following for consideration, distribution, and inclusion in these historic deliberations and final report.

With reference to Item 3:

Working towards concrete actions and legislative development aimed at eliminating discrimination against the current use of indigenous languages; 
The UCTP recommends Caribbean Indigenous Peoples be included in all phases of future work toward these goals.
 Further, this item should include working toward concrete actions and legislative development aimed at eliminating discrimination against the current use of indigenous languages as well as the revitalization and rescue of threatened indigenous languages;  
With reference to Item 4:

Developing programmes aimed at promoting the empowerment of indigenous languages through all mediums, including radio and television;

The UCTP recommends Caribbean Indigenous Peoples be included in all phases of future work toward these goals. Further this item should include developing programmes aimed at promoting the empowerment of indigenous languages through all mediums, including radio, television, and internet technology; 
With this in mind, the UCTP would like to bring to the attention of the Expert Group and the organizers the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which mention Indigenous Peoples specifically. In relation to the WSIS, and “promoting empowerment of indigenous languages”, we also call attention to indigenous led initiatives such as the International Indigenous ICT Task Force (IITF) and its premier project the “International Indigenous Portal” (www.indigenousportal.com). 

The UCTP fully supports this indigenous ICT initiative and urges the Expert Group and the organizers to invite the IITF to be a part of its future projects and related follow-up.

With reference to Item 6:

Financing and supporting schemes for special projects that is formulated by indigenous
peoples and are focused on revitalization and rescue of threatened languages;

The UCTP recommends Caribbean Indigenous Peoples be included in all phases of future work toward these goals and that the Expert Group and the organizers extend invitations to regional Caribbean indigenous organizations such as the UCTP and the Caribbean Organization of Indigenous Peoples (COIP) to facilitate follow-up.   
Further, with the Caribbean region in mind, financing and supporting schemes for special projects should be inclusive of Caribbean island based initiatives as well as similar projects in its Diaspora.  
With reference to Item 7:

Designing, in consultation with indigenous peoples and the Permanent Forum, the organization of a world conference on linguistic diversity, indigenous languages, identity and education, as a contribution to the programme of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People. 
The UCTP recommends that the full and effective participation of Caribbean Indigenous Peoples in the design and organization of a world conference on linguistic diversity, indigenous languages, identity and education be facilitated in partnership with regional Caribbean indigenous organizations such as the UCTP and COIP. 
As the draft programme refers to the proposed world conference on conference on linguistic diversity, indigenous languages, identity and education as a contribution to the programme of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, the UCTP calls attention to the Second Decade’s Programme of Action, which states: 

Caribbean Indigenous Peoples should be included… on steering committees for planning and implementing the programme of activities for the Second International Decade. 

In closing, we say Bo’matu(m), thank you for your attention. 

Oma’bahari (With respect)
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Roberto Mucaro Borrero,

President and Chairman,

UCTP – Office of International Relations and

Regional Coordination  
CC: Elba Anaca Lugo, Consejo General de Tainos Borincanos; Naniki Reyes Ocasio, Caney Quinto Mundo;  R. Atihuibancex Hernandez, UCTP Liaison Officer (Boriken); Chief Ricardo Bharath Hernandez, COIP; Chief Charles Williams, Kalinago Nation (Dominica); Chief Allen Leow, GOIP; Harriet H. Vreedzaam-Joeroeja, Stichting Sanomaro Esa; Chief Damon Gerard Corrie, Eagle Clan Arawaks.  
� By identification, Caribbean Indigenous Peoples participation should not be limited to representatives from the Caribbean coast of South and Central America but inclusion and participation should extend to indigenous representatives from the Caribbean islands and its Diaspora without discrimination. . 


� See Programme of Action, (A/60/270), 6. Social and economic development, (b) Regional level
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