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Article 42: The United Nations, its bodies, including the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and specialized agencies, including at the country level, and States shall promote respect for and full application of the provisions of this Declaration and follow up the effectiveness of this Declaration.

This brief paper considers some recommended steps to be taken by the Permanent Forum to address its mandate under article 42 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Two of the five themes delineated in the agenda are addressed, namely Theme 2 (“Capacity development”) and Theme 5 (“Cooperation within the United Nations”). The expressed recommendations have been regarded in light of the fact that many budgetary restrictions and limitations likely impede the formulation of additional options.


The FAO welcomes the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the General Assembly and recognizes its potential contributions to the protection of Indigenous Peoples’ rights and livelihoods. At the same time, FAO regards implementation of the Declaration as an iterative process which should follow a determinate step-by-step progression. The first phase of such a process necessitates greater awareness raising about the existence of such a document, as well as its implications. Because the Declaration imposes no legal obligation to signatories, furthermore, the FAO recommends that any discussion about the Declaration should go hand in hand with ILO Convention 169, which addresses many of the same issues but also grants more influence due to its binding nature.

Following are some more specific recommendations on how the Permanent Forum should promote better implementation of the UN Declaration, according to agenda item:

Theme 2: Capacity development for indigenous and non indigenous communities and organizations

· How can the Permanent Forum promote the dissemination of and capacity-building on the UN Declaration for indigenous peoples’ organizations and both indigenous and non-indigenous communities?

· How can UNPFII best support indigenous peoples’ organizations in their efforts towards the realization of the provisions of the UN Declaration at local, national, and regional levels

• FAO recommends promoting and making use of the communication platforms set up by FAO and its partners in Latin America and Canada (www.plataformaindigena.org and http://meeting.knet.ca/moodle/). The platforms act as a portal through which indigenous peoples can share experiences, dialogue, and learn about important happenings. Greater understanding of the UN Declaration and how it affects indigenous communities may be promoted through these websites. Information about the Declaration and tips on how to make use of it for both practical and advocacy purposes would increase understanding of its potential influence on governments and decision-making processes.

• FAO also recommends that the UNPFII lobby governments and Steering Committees of MDG-Achievement funds (namely Spain) to include Indigenous Peoples’ issues and implementation of UN Declaration as pre-conditions for proposed projects which may directly or indirectly affect indigenous communities.          

• FAO suggests encouraging the study and use of local and indigenous knowledge by UN staff. In this manner, better understanding of Indigenous Peoples would be promoted, as well as greater awareness about the importance of the UN Declaration for the realization of their rights and needs. At the same time, Indigenous Peoples would benefit from increased recognition, creating a two-way information flow with advantages on both sides. 

Theme 5: Cooperation within the United Nations

· How can UNPFII and SPFII best disseminate the UN Declaration and promote the application of its provisions within the UN system?
• FAO recommends that the UNPFII urge UN organizations to include a section on indigenous issues and the Declaration in their training programmes for field staff, similar to a model utilized by FAO. Since the summer, FAO training officers have included a training session on indigenous issues, the Declaration and the ‘UNDG Guidelines on Indigenous Issues’ in combination with their work on gender mainstreaming. On-the-ground training and video conferences are held for Representatives of the regional offices and their staff. Training exercises of this type may help build internal staff capacity so they may be better able to respond to indigenous issues if present in their work. By emulating this model in other organizations, basic capacity development within the UN system can be achieved.  

• The UNPFII may also like to urge the UN system to include a component on indigenous issues in one of its pre-employment computer-based training courses. Basic reference terms and explanations of key international instruments related to Indigenous Peoples (including the UN Declaration) could be provided. Based on models such as the ‘Basic security in the field’ (http://dss.un.org/BSITF/) programme, the inclusion of a mandatory training component on indigenous issues may go a long way towards raising at least basic awareness of the characteristics and principles of Indigenous Peoples’ identity.  

• FAO recommends the development of an e-training curriculum on indigenous issues and the UN Declaration, to be placed on the UNPFII website for easy access. The online curriculum may be modelled on FAO’s Right to Food programme (http://www.fao.org/righttofood/kc/curriculum_en.htm) which has developed a package of lessons on a variety of topics related to the Right to Food theme. A curriculum on indigenous issues would provide, among other things, explanations on important concepts and guidance on how to consider indigenous issues in projects, policies or activities which directly or indirectly influence Indigenous Peoples. Additionally, different curricula may be developed for different target audiences, since matters of relevance will vary depending on the nature of the stakeholder. For example, suggestions on implementing the UN Declaration may want to be tailored to: 

- policymakers and other government functionaries

- development practitioners

- general public

- civil society/NGOs

- UN country teams/UN organizations

- research and academic institutions

Target-audience curriculum development of this kind would provide an integrated and comprehensive lesson guide on issues relevant to Indigenous Peoples, including the UN Declaration. Such a task may build on the UNDG Guidelines so as to avoid a repetition of efforts and resources. 

• FAO recommends making a more efficient use of the UNPFII website by expanding it to include the sort of training modules and other resources mentioned above. 
• FAO supports the long standing recommendations from the UNPFII that:

◦ There is a need to improve communications and interactions between United Nations agencies.

◦ The importance of agencies in the disaggregation of data.

◦ The need to ensure that there are systems in place to share information with and distribute information to Indigenous’ peoples at a local level so that they have the opportunity to engage with the work of the United Nations at the country level and express their views and concerns and implement their policies.  

FAO feels that advancing joint efforts to strengthen work on data collection and documenting project interventions relating to Indigenous Peoples would be important. The establishment of a common database of disaggregated facts and figures, to be placed on the UNPFII website, would allow a superior flow of information.  

Tracking UN and other organizations’ work with Indigenous Peoples would also create more awareness and provide suggestions of opportunity for future collaboration. This would be positive also in avoiding possible instances of duplication and in monitoring progress on implementation of the Declaration around the world. A number of obstacles are likely to arise under this consideration, namely responsibility of who would monitor this database. Would each agency be responsible for its own inputs or would it be the UNPFII’s duty to take stock of all items? Also, would there be a risk that data be misused? These are questions that would have to be addressed in due course. 
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