25 January 2010

UN Department of Public Information’s response to the questionnaire regarding written contributions to the UNPFII
1. Given that the special theme of the ninth session of the Permanent Forum is indigenous peoples: development with culture and identity; articles 3 and 32 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, please include information on how your agency is dealing with this important issue in the seven regional areas of the Permanent Forum.

With respect to the above theme, the Department of Public Information’s role is to inform audiences – primarily indigenous peoples – of the existence of the Declaration, its content and relevance, including these two articles. 

In this regard, DPI undertook to expand the reach and raise awareness of the Declaration via a campaign in 2009 to translate the text of the Declaration into additional languages. Priority was given to translations in indigenous languages, which included Mapuche and Wichi (facilitated by the United Nations Information Centre in Buenos Aires) and Tsotsil, Tseltal and Ch’ol (facilitated by the United Nations Information Centre in Mexico City). The Declaration is now available in more than 30 languages.  
In addition to producing a Portuguese version of the Declaration, the UN Information Centre in Rio de Janeiro produced a “Q&A” fact sheet, specifically focusing on questions of relevance to indigenous peoples in Brazil.  This was disseminated to some 5,000 institutions and individuals (congress representatives, senators, mayors, governors, military commanders) within Brazil who work on these issues.
In preparation for the January 2010 launch of the first-ever State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples publication, the Department worked with the Secretariat for the Permanent Forum in late 2009 to design and produce the publication as well as a comprehensive press kit, which would be made available in English, French, Russian and Spanish.  The press kit contained a press release, four regional fact sheets and six fact sheets with chapter highlights, including one on cultural diversity.
In 2009, two stories on indigenous issues were posted on the iSeek intranet, relating to the Eighth Session of the Permanent Forum and the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People: 
· Celebrating Indigenous Day 2009 http://iseek.un.org/webpgdept1609_10.asp 
· Indigenous peoples take centre stage http://iseek.un.org/webpgdept1606_38.asp (also posted on deleGATE at www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/home/pid/9741)
For the 2009 session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which included a focus on the Arctic and extractive industries, indigenous peoples’ rights and corporate social responsibility, DPI published a press kit containing three fact sheets on indigenous peoples in the Arctic region; indigenous peoples and industrial corporations; and advances in indigenous rights since the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  During the Forum, DPI organized two press conferences and facilitated interviews for media outlets including the Associated Press (Spanish), BBC Television, DPA (Spanish), EFE, IPS, Xinhua and UN Radio (Spanish).
The Department provided thorough coverage of issues and UN activities related to indigenous rights throughout 2009 using a variety of media outlets and platforms -- television, video, photo, print, radio and the Internet. A wide array of news and feature materials covering those issues was produced in the eight languages by UN Radio and in the six official languages by UNTV and on the UN News Centre portal; meetings coverage press releases were issued in English and French. The materials were disseminated globally on the Internet, in part through such popular “new media” sites as Flickr and YouTube, and received extensive pick-up by external websites, including news aggregators. 

Some examples of the breadth and scope of the Department’s coverage follow:  

Press releases issued included speaker-by-speaker summaries of the General Assembly’s Third Committee deliberations on indigenous issues; key statements of the special rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedom of indigenous people; coverage of the 8th annual session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; and related press conferences. During 2009, a total of 38 press releases, in English and French, were issued on indigenous activities and programmes.

UN Radio and the UN News Centre provided thorough coverage of breaking developments, reports and statements, while also producing features on the impact of global concerns and indigenous cultures. The UN News Centre in Russian, for example, devoted seven in-depth stories on indigenous rights and concerns in the context of the food crisis, armed conflict, education, natural resources, and the influenza pandemic. UN Radio feature programmes highlighted such activities as a pilot project of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) to help indigenous communities document and preserve cultural traditions, and also focused on such issues such as indigenous peoples and AIDS.
In 2009, the Department webcast eight hours of live and on-demand activities related to indigenous issues: three press conferences; two special events; four UN in Action stories in English and French, including 2008 productions repackaged for the web and covering subjects such as water rights for Philippine indigenous groups, eco-tourism in Bolivia, protection of indigenous knowledge in India and human rights protection for the Guaraní. The Department also webcast related 21st Century stories and clips from the Forum and press briefings by experts, and disseminated these through shorter packages to YouTube audiences. 

The Department’s annual feature “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About” in 2009 highlighted indigenous rights in a story entitled “Struggle for survival: Colombia’s indigenous people face threat of extinction.” Produced in the six official languages, the project aims at raising awareness and attracting journalism interest in little-known but high-priority issues. In addition, a website for the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People was prepared in the six official languages. 

Looking ahead, plans are under way for a UN Television feature on indigenous land rights in Canada to be shot during 2010 for use in the magazine 21st Century. Short programmes and packages on indigenous issues will also be included in UN in Action to be carried on CNN World Report and UNifeed, and further disseminated through the UN Channel on YouTube and other venues.
The two double issues of the UN Chronicle in 2009 (1&2 and 3&4) both carried in English and French articles that highlighted indigenous rights:

UN Chronicle Issue 1&2, 2009 (SPECIAL DISARMAMENT ISSUE), "International Human Rights Law: A Short History" by Frans Viljoen, Director, Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria, South Africa.

UN Chronicle Issue 3&4, 2009 (SPECIAL CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUE), “Livelihoods In Peril: Indigenous Peoples and their Rights” by Mark Nuttall, the Henry Marshall Tory of Anthropology at the University of Alberta, Canada, and a Board member of the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.

In addition to activities at UNHQ, DPI has field offices in all seven UNPFII regions.  Information Centres in regions/countries with large indigenous populations are generally more engaged in activities and outreach on indigenous issues. Activities conducted by the Department’s field offices in 2009 primarily involved the translation into non-official languages and dissemination of information materials, including the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as mentioned above.  
For the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People, the message of the Secretary-General was translated and disseminated in Azeri, Bengali, Farsi, Hindi, Polish, Portuguese and some Nordic languages, in addition to dissemination in the six official languages.  
Several UN Information Centres translated and successfully placed an Op-Ed piece by the High Commissioner for Human Rights entitled “More than a symbolic celebration” on the occasion of the International Day, including in Brazil, Iran, Paraguay, the Philippines and Turkey. 

Also for the International Day, the UN Information Centre in Asunción organized a film screening and discussion based on the film “Pajaguaype” which refers to the cultural diversity of Paraguayan inhabitants.  
During 2009, UN Information Centres in Canberra, Bogotá and Lima provided assistance to the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedom of indigenous people during his country visits. 

2. Outline the obstacles your agency faces in implementing the Permanent Forum’s recommendations, including those addressed specifically to your agency.

Recommendations addressed specifically to the Department of Public Information in the past included wide distribution of press releases and dissemination of information on indigenous peoples and their issues. The Department does not see any significant obstacles to implementing the Forum’s recommendations.  It is always the case that more translation, more outreach and more dissemination of materials could be undertaken if additional financial resources were available. 
The Department aims to target its available resources efficiently and to use cost-effective or cost-neutral ways to amplify dissemination and outreach.  Examples include engaging the Department’s network of UN Information Centres in the field for regional launches of the State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples publication.  Information Centres from Bucharest to Brazil translated materials into their local languages and created special web features on their local websites to promote the publication, including using social networking tools/sites such as Facebook.  Regional launches greatly amplified the press coverage of the report, with wide coverage in Latin America and the Asia-Pacific region. Another example is the mobilizing of UN Information Centres to undertake translations of the Declaration in their local languages as mentioned above, a significantly cheaper option than undertaking translations from UNHQ.
3. Outline the facilitating factors that enable your agency to implement the Permanent Forum’s recommendations, including those addressed specifically to your agency.

As per the above response, one of the Department’s strengths is its network of Information Centres, which play a significant role in outreach and dissemination to audiences around the world.  The Department has also benefited from a positive and productive relationship with the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which has greatly facilitated the work of producing and disseminating information materials on indigenous themes. 

4.  Given the Forum’s recommendation for the adoption of policies on indigenous peoples’ issues, please specify whether your agency:

a. has a policy or other similar tool on indigenous peoples’ issues?  N/A
b. has recent programmes on indigenous peoples’ issues?  N/A  
c. has budgetary allocations on indigenous peoples’ issues?  Yes, for translation and production of information materials, funds are allocated from the Department’s budgetary allocation for activities related to human rights.  For other activities, no specific budget is allocated. 
d. has projects/activities on indigenous peoples’ issues?  Yes, examples as mentioned above include the production of printed information materials, online, radio and TV news and feature productions, organization of events, press conferences, exhibitions etc. 
(In order the facilitate the quantification of data by the Forum, please indicate the number of programmes and projects/activities devoted to indigenous peoples issues in the past year)

Press conferences at UNHQ: 4 (2 briefings by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedom of indigenous people and 2 briefings for the Eighth Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues)
Public Information materials produced: 44
· 3 fact sheets/backgrounders and 1 main press release for the 8th Permanent Forum session
· 38 press releases in English and French were issued by the Meetings Coverage Section
· 2 reprints (English and Spanish) of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· 1 story focusing on Colombia’s indigenous peoples for “Ten Stories the World Should Hear More About”
Internal news stories published: 2 iSeek stories on indigenous issues

Events organized/promoted at UNHQ or in the field: 6
· The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples and the Eighth Session of the Permanent Forum were promoted at UNHQ and in the field
· Three country visits and one UNHQ visit by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedom of indigenous people
TV programmes: 6 TV programmes and 7 clips produced for YouTube audiences
5. Outline whether your agency has regular or ad hoc capacity-building programmes on indigenous peoples’ issues for staff, or a plan for capacity-building activities in this area, at headquarters or in the field? N/A
6. Does your agency have a focal point on indigenous issues?  If so, please provide the name and contact information of this person. 

Ms. Renata Sivacolundhu

Strategic Communications Division

UN Department of Public Information

380 Madison Ave. M-160331, New York, NY 10017

Tel: +1 212-963-2932

E-mail: sivacolundhu@un.org
7. Please provide a list of conferences and other meetings under your agency regarding indigenous issues in the current year as well as next year.  
The 63rd Annual United Nations DPI/NGO Conference will take place in Melbourne, Australia, from 30 August - 1 September, 2010.  The conference will discuss global health, including the state of indigenous health worldwide, and for the Aboriginal community in Australia. The Conference Planning Committee includes a Sub-Committee on Diversity which is focusing on indigenous and inter-generational issues.
In 2010, the Dag Hammarskjöld Library will resume the annual training programme in UN information resources for participants in the Indigenous Forum.   This programme was not held in 2009 owing to the lack of a suitable training space. 
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