Input of the Division for the Advancement of Women to the preparation of the 

9th session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

A number of activities and outputs of the Division for the Advancement of Women have addressed the situation of indigenous women.  They include:

· 53rd session of the Commission on the Status of Women 
The Commission on the Status of Women, primarily in its work on follow-up to, and implementation of, the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome document of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly, continues to address the situation of indigenous women.  At the fifty-third session of the Commission from 2 to 13 March 2009, the situation of indigenous women was addressed at an interactive panel on “Gender perspectives on global public health: Implementing the internationally agreed development goals, including the MDGs”.  One of the panelists, Mr. Hernan Montenegro, PAHO/WHO, noted in his presentation that inequalities in access to health care disproportionately affect indigenous women. Mr. Montenegro indicated that only 30% of deliveries of indigenous women were made by trained personnel compared to over 80% of deliveries of non-indigenous women. A summary of this event can be found on the DAW website at: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/53sess.htm.
· 2009 World Survey on the Role of Women in Development

The Division for the Advancement of Women published the 2009 World Survey on the Role of Women in Development. The theme for the World Survey was “Women’s control over economic resources and access to financial resources, including microfinance”. The World Survey noted that resources held as common property, with access widely distributed within the community, such as common grazing lands, forests, rivers, streams and village ponds, are of significant value to indigenous groups, in particular women, who rely on them for fuel, food and fodder, as well as sources of income.   In discussing the right to adequate housing, the World Survey indicated that it is estimated that an increasing proportion of the people living in housing poverty and homelessness are women and children, and that certain groups of women, including indigenous and tribal women, face a greater risk of becoming homeless.  The Survey recommended that Member States and other stakeholders should adopt policies and support mechanisms that create an enabling environment for women’s organizations and networks, including groups which support the educational and employment opportunities of vulnerable groups, such as indigenous women. The World Survey can be found on the DAW website at: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/ws2009/index.html.
· Work on rural women

The Secretary-General’s report to the 64th session of the General Assembly in 2009 on the improvement of the situation of women in rural areas (A/64/190), prepared by the Division for the Advancement of Women, addressed the situation of indigenous women.  It noted that indigenous women often face multiple discrimination on the basis of ethnicity and gender.  It emphasized that indigenous women play a critical role in rural development, in particular in the sustainable management of resources and the preservation of biological diversity, and stressed the importance of promoting their full participation at all levels of decision-making.  It referred to a range of measures that have been undertaken at the national level to protect indigenous women’s rights.  
The report stated that while there is a growing recognition that rural women, including indigenous women, can be critical agents in the adaptation and mitigation responses to current crises, little has been done to mobilize and empower them to contribute effectively.  The report set out a number of recommendations, including that Governments, United Nations entities and all other relevant stakeholders should: develop and expand the provision of quality and affordable public health-care services for rural areas, including sexual and reproductive health services, and ensure coverage of all women throughout the life cycle, particularly those living in poverty and in underserved rural areas, including indigenous women; and promote legislative reforms to eliminate laws and practices that discriminate against indigenous women, including with regard to their access to and control over productive and economic resources and participation in decision-making processes.
· Work to address violence against women

The UN Secretary General’s database on violence against women, which was launched in March 2009 during the 53rd session of the Commission on the Status of women, contains information on measures undertaken by UN Member States to address violence against women in a number of areas, such as legal frameworks, policies and programmes, services for victims, data and statistics, and promising practices.  “Indigenous women” is one of the keywords of the database through which a user can search for and obtain information.  Canada has submitted eight entries on indigenous women in the areas of domestic and sexual violence.  DAW functions as the secretariat of the database.  The database is available on the DAW website at: http://webapps01.un.org/vawdatabase/home.action).

Based on the work of an expert group meeting, organized by DAW and UNODC in 2008, DAW developed a Handbook for legislation on violence against women in 2009 which provides detailed guidance to support the adoption and effective implementation of legislation to address violence against women.  The Handbook presents recommendations on the content of legislation, together with explanatory commentaries and good practice examples. The Handbook includes various recommendations that are of direct relevance to the situation of indigenous women.  They include:

Equal application of legislation to all women and measures to address multiple discrimination

Legislation should: 

· protect all women without discrimination as to race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, marital status, sexual orientation, HIV/AIDS status, migrant or refugee status, age or disability; and 

· recognize that women’s experience of violence is shaped by factors such as their race, colour, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, marital status, sexual orientation, HIV/AIDS status, migrant or refugee status, age, or disability, and include targeted measures for particular groups of women, where appropriate. 
Collection of statistical data 
Legislation should: 

· require that statistical data be gathered at regular intervals on the causes, consequences and frequency of all forms of violence against women, and on the effectiveness of measures to prevent, punish and eradicate violence against women and protect and support complainants/survivors; and 

· require that such statistical data be disaggregated by sex, race, age, ethnicity and other relevant characteristics. 

The Handbook can be found on the DAW website at: 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/vaw/v-handbook.htm#handbook.
· Participation in Task Forces and Networks
DAW continues to participate in the Inter-Agency Network on Women and Gender Equality/Task Force on Indigenous Women and the Intra Departmental Task Force on Indigenous Issues of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
PAGE  

