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MEDIA ADVISORY 
The Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues/DSPD/DESA
has the pleasure of inviting you to a Special Event on the occasion of the

Fifty-First Session of the Commission on the Status of Women

:
The Secretary General’s Report on Violence Against Women: 
How can it be used to promote change?
Wednesday, 7 March 2007  
1:15pm - 2:45 pm

Conference Room 2, United Nations Headquarters.

The panel will provide the opportunity to learn more about the Secretary-General’s study on all forms of violence against women, how it can be used to respond to international, national and local demands and to promote approaches by which States should address the issue of violence against women. For example, the International Indigenous Women's Forum (FIMI) developed a companion report to the Secretary General’s study, exploring the many manifestations of violence against Indigenous women and providing important strategies to address it.

Speakers will include:

· Ms. Charlotte Bunch, Founder and Executive Director of the Center for Women's Global Leadership at Rutgers University; 

· Ms. Monica Alemán, Coordinator of the International Indigenous Forum on Indigenous Issues; and 
· Ms. Everjoice Win, International Head of Women’s Rights with Action-Aid International.

Moderated by: Ms. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Chief, Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

(Spanish translation will be provided)
This event is jointly sponsored by the Center for Women’s Global Leadership; MADRE, an International Women’s Human Rights Organization; the International Indigenous Women's Forum (FIMI); and Amnesty International’s Stop Violence Against Women Campaign.
Please note that this Special Event is open to delegates of Member States, representatives of indigenous organizations, NGOs, media and UN staff members. 

For updates on the event please visit the website of the Secretariat of UNPFII/DSPD/DESA: www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii
BIOGRAPHIES

Speakers:

Charlotte Bunch, Founder and Executive Director of the Center for Women’s Global Leadership at Rutgers University, has been an activist, author and organizer in the women’s, civil, and human rights movements for four decades. She has been a consultant to many United Nations bodies and recently served on the Advisory Committee for the Secretary General’s 2006 Report to the General Assembly on Violence against Women.

Everjoice Win, the International Head of Women’s Rights with Action-Aid International, is responsible for leading international advocacy on women’s rights in over 40 countries where Action-Aid works. She has been an active leader in social justice movements and is a founding member of the National Constitutional Assembly of Zimbabwe.  Ms. Win also served as spokesperson for the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, which groups together all progressive and politically active civic groups in the country. She is a Board member of Akina mama wa Afrika, Women and AIDS Support Network, the Association of Women's Rights in Development (AWID) and the Center for Civil Society at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal (South Africa). She is a regular columnist and contributor to newspapers, magazines and journals.
Monica Alemán, an Indigenous Miskito from Nicaragua, has experience in non-governmental organizations from both the North and South. In her capacity as MADRE Program Director and International Coordinator of the International Indigenous Women¹s Forum (FIMI/IIWF), Ms. Alemán is responsible for the development and oversight of MADRE programs with partner organizations in Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia.
Moderator: 

Elsa Stamatopoulou, born in Athens, Greece, has been Chief of the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs since 2003. She has devoted 23 years of her UN work to human rights, first at the Center for Human Rights and later at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. With studies in law, criminal justice, political science and international law in various countries, she has written extensively on a variety of human rights subjects. Her book on cultural rights will be published in April 2007 by Martinez Nijhoff Publishers.
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