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Indigenous peoples respond to AVATAR at special screening to coincide with UN meeting on indigenous issues

Director James Cameron to be honored by indigenous leaders
(Monday, 19 April, New York)  A special screening of AVATAR will take place in New York on Saturday 24 April, to coincide with the annual meeting of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
Indigenous representatives from around the world will express their views on the film, what it means to them and how they are using it to advocate for the protection of their lands and respect for their rights. 
AVATAR Director James Cameron will attend the screening, where he will participate in a post-screening question-and-answer session with indigenous representatives.  He will also be honored by indigenous leaders. 
The AVATAR movie has been embraced by many indigenous peoples worldwide, who see it as echoing their own story. Throughout Latin America for example, indigenous peoples have highlighted the parallels between the movie and their own experiences dealing with private sector extractive industries and the development of mega projects on their lands.  

With messages of conservation at its heart, AVATAR dramatically demonstrates how human invasion almost destroys the indigenous population’s way of life on the planet of Pandora. The indigenous population of Pandora – the Na’vi – fights to save their forest and their traditional way of life. 

The AVATAR screening is a special event on the occasion of the ninth session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, from 19 to 30 April at UN Headquarters in New York.  This year’s Forum session will focus on “development with culture and identity,” highlighting how development policies that address the culture and identity of indigenous people can be beneficial for all – both indigenous and non-indigenous communities. Too often, development policies have damaged indigenous cultures when their traditional sources of knowledge and cultural priorities have been ignored and their land rights not respected. 
The screening is co-sponsored by the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the UN Development Programme/Global Environment Facility-Small Grants Programme, Conservation International and Tribal Link Foundation.

Attendance is by invitation only.

AVATAR’S Home Tree Initiative

Indigenous peoples’ traditional knowledge is increasingly being recognized as vital to conservation and efforts to combat climate change. In recognition of the link between indigenous peoples and the environment, the Earth Day Network and Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment are partnering for the Home Tree Initiative to plant native trees in 15 countries in 2010. This initiative coincides with the debut of AVATAR on Blu-ray and DVD on Earth Day, April 22nd.
AVATAR and the International Year of Biodiversity

The United Nations declared 2010 the International Year of Biodiversity in an effort to promote the protection of biodiversity and encourage organizations, institutions, companies and individuals to take direct action to reduce the constant loss of biological diversity worldwide.  The message of protection of Pachamama – Mother Earth – is central to AVATAR and this special screening is one of many initiatives taking place throughout the year.  Celebrations for the International Year of Biodiversity are being led by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 
For more information on the screening, please contact: 

Broddi Sigurdarson

UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Tel: +1 917 367 2106 E-mail: sigurdarson@un.org

www.un.org/indigenous 
John Scott
The Convention on Biological Diversity

Tel: +1 514 287 7042 E-mail:  john.scott@cbd.int
www.cbd.int
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