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PRESS RELEASE
UN’s Indigenous Forum issues recommendations regarding 
lands, territories and natural resources as two week meeting concludes
Climate change, the Pacific region and indigenous languages 
to be the focus of next year’s session
New York, 25 May – At the conclusion of its Sixth Session, members of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues issued clear recommendations in a range of areas considered critical for the physical, cultural and spiritual survival, identity and well-being of the more than 370 million indigenous people worldwide.  
On the session’s main theme of lands, territories and natural resources, the Forum urged States to take measures to halt land alienation in indigenous territories, through for example a moratorium on the sale and registration of land - including the granting of land and other concessions - in areas occupied by indigenous peoples.

“One of the key reasons why indigenous peoples are being disenfranchised from their lands and territories is the existence of discriminatory laws, policies and programmes that do not recognise indigenous peoples’ land tenure systems and give more priority to claims being put by corporations – both state and private,” said Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chairperson of the Permanent Forum.

The Forum reaffirmed indigenous peoples’ central role in decision-making concerning their lands and resources, referring to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as adopted by the Human Rights Council on 29 June 2006, which states that land and resources-related  projects “shall not be implemented without the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples.”

The annual Forum Session provides a platform for indigenous peoples to voice their demands and dialogue with governments and the UN system about their concerns. This year’s high level meeting attracted some 1500 indigenous peoples’ representatives, some 30 indigenous parlamentarians, NGOs and academia, senior and other representatives of around 70 Member States and some 35 UN system entities and other inter-governmental organizations. The Forum made a number of recommendations regarding economic and social development, health, education, culture, environment and human rights, and discussed ways for implementing recommendations within the framework of the Second International Decade  of the World’s Indigenous People to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.
Focus on climate change in 2008
In response to a strong plea from indigenous participants at the two-week meeting, members of the Forum announced that the 2008 session will focus on the issue of climate change. This will include research into mitigation measures being taken and how these are impacting on indigenous peoples. There will also be a special focus on the Pacific region, as an area that is already feeling the adverse impacts of climate change.

Next year’s session will also devote discussion to the issue of indigenous languages, given that 2008 has been declared the International Year of Languages by the General Assembly and more than 4000 of the world’s remaining 6000 languages are spoken by indigenous peoples, many of which are under threat of extinction. 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Throughout the session, participants and Forum members reiterated their strong recommendation to Member States to adopt the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as adopted by the Human Rights Council in 2006 – in its entirety and without amendments - during the current session of the General Assembly.

“It is important that when the world is about to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, indigenous peoples’ human rights are recognised with the adoption of this Declaration before the conclusion of the 61st session of the General Assembly,” said Mr. Wilton Littlechild at the closing press conference for the session.

Indigenous Peoples in Asia, Urban Indigenous and Migration
This year, the Forum session dedicated a half-day discussion to Asia – home to two-thirds of the world’s indigenous peoples and more than 2000 civilizations and languages.  Attention was drawn to the continuing challenges facing indigenous peoples in the region, including non-recognition of their cultural identity, exclusion and marginalization, displacement from their traditional territories and dispossession of lands and resources as a result of logging activity, large-scale plantations, mega hydro-electric dams, extractive industries and also by protected areas. 
In response to another priority discussion on the issue of urban indigenous and migration, Forum members urged States to work with indigenous peoples to provide employment and economic development opportunities within their own territories and to provide centers in urban areas to meet the medical, legal and other needs of indigenous peoples. 

For more information on the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, please see:

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/session_sixth.html
For daily meetings coverage releases of the Session, please visit: http://www.un.org/apps/pressreleases/
For media enquiries or interviews, please contact:

Renata Sivacolundhu, Department of Public Information, tel: +1 212.963.2932, e-mail: mediainfo@un.org
For Secretariat of the Permanent Forum, please contact:

Mirian Masaquiza, Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, tel: +1 917.367.6006,

e-mail: IndigenousPermanentForum@un.org  
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