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MEDIA ADVISORY                                                                                           




Over 1200 indigenous peoples to meet governments and UN officials 
High-level United Nations meeting will focus on health, education and decision-making, more than fifty events planned 

WHAT: The Fifth Session of the United Nations Forum on Indigenous Issues will be held at the United Nations headquarters in New York from 15- 26 May 

HIGHLIGHTS:
· Opening ceremony will take place in the General Assembly Hall on 15 May, 11.15 a.m. and will launch the Programme of Action for the Second Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. The event will be attended by top government and UN officials: Eladio Loizaga, Acting President of the General Assembly; Ali Hachani, President of the Economic and Social Council; José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs; and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chairperson of the UN Permanent Forum Indigenous Issues. 

· Celebrated indigenous performers including Native American rock musician, Robby Romero, P. Town Boyz from Red Lake Nation, U.S.A. and Descendance Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Dance Theatre from Australia will perform at the ceremony.
· A press conference will be held on 15 May at 2.30 pm in Room S- 226. Speakers include David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Foreign Minister of Bolivia; Phrang Roy, Assistant-President on Special Assignment for Indigenous and Tribal Issues, IFAD; José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs; and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chairperson of the UN Permanent Forum Indigenous Issues.
· The opening of the cultural exhibit and reception will take place on 16 May, 6.15 pm, UN Visitor’s Lobby, with performances by indigenous artists from around the world.

WHEN:  15- 26 May, 2006         WHERE: United Nations Headquarters, 1st Avenue & 46th Street, Opening 

                                                                        Ceremony and Exhibit inauguration on 15 & 16 May will be
                                                                        webcast (www.un.org/webcast)
MEDIA ARRANGEMENTS: 

Accreditation- Journalists without UN accreditation who wish to attend the events should send a request on company letterhead signed by a supervisor to Mr. Gary Fowlie, Chief, UN Media Accreditation Unit, United Nations at fax (212) 963-4642 or call +1 (212) 963 6934.  For further information and media accreditation forms, visit www.un.org/media/accreditation 
For further information or for interviews with indigenous participants, please contact:
UN- Department of Public Information, Oisika Chakrabarti, Tel: +1-212-963-8264, e-mail: mediainfo@un.org
                 SEE OVER FOR SUMMARY OF KEY EVENTS

SUMMARY OF KEY EVENTS 

(Complete list of events at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/fifth_session_side_events.html)
15 May  
Opening Ceremony of the Fifth Session of the United Nations Forum on Indigenous Issues, 

11.15 -1.00 p.m., General Assembly Hall
The event will be attended by top government and UN officials: Eladio Loizaga Acting President of the General Assembly; Ali Hachani, President of the Economic and Social Council; José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs; and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chairperson of the UN Permanent Forum Indigenous Issues. It will launch the Programme of Action for the Second Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. Performances by diverse musicians— P. Town Boyz from the Red Lake Nation, U.S.A., Band Elvel from Siberia, Saami musicians from Norway, Descendance Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Dance Theatre from Australia and native rock artist Robby Romero— are part of the ceremony.
Panel discussion: The United Nations and Youth –Tackling Poverty Together, 1.15 -2.45 p.m., Conference Room D                                                                                                                                                           Organized by United Nations Programme of Youth, Global Youth Action Network and Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Press Conference, 2.30 -3.00 p.m., Room S-226

Speakers include David Choquehuanca Céspedes, Foreign Minister of Bolivia; Phrang Roy, Assistant-President on Special Assignment for Indigenous and Tribal Issues, IFAD; José Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for UN’s Department of Economic and Social Affairs; and Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chairperson of the UN Permanent Forum Indigenous Issues.

16 May  

Book Launch: “The Indigenous World 2006”, 1.15 -2.45 p.m., Conference Room 2

Sponsored by International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs and representatives from African organizations.

Inauguration of Cultural Exhibit, 6.10 p.m., U.N. Visitor’s Lobby                                                          Exhibition opening will be followed by a reception and performances by indigenous artists from around the world. Sponsored by the UN Dept of Public Information, the NGO Committee on the UN International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples and the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
17 May
Plenary Session, 3.00 -6.00 p.m., Conference Room 2

The session will be focused on thematic discussions on the Africa region.
Indigenous Bazaar, 3.15 p.m., Church Center, 777 UN Plaza Chapel                                                               Opening of a marketplace of arts and crafts by indigenous peoples. It will be organized by the United Methodist Office for the UN, American Indian Law Alliance, The Flying Eagle Women Fund and the Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Secretariat.

18 May

Presentation: Evaluation of the First International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, 1.15-2.45 p.m., Conference Room 2                                                                                                                                         Organized by the National Autonomous University of Mexico, Mexico Multicultural Nation Program. Interpretation will be available in Spanish and English.

Panel discussion: Regional meeting focus on Pacific, 1.15-2.45 p.m., Conference Room D                 Organized by the Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
19 May
Panel Discussion: Regional meeting focus on Latin America and the Caribbean, 1.15-2:45 p.m., Conference Room 2                                                                                                                           

        Organized by the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and UNICEF Latin America Country Office. Interpretation will be available in Spanish and English.
22May                                                                                                                                                                   Plenary Session, 10.00 a.m.- 1.00 p.m., Conference Room 2                                                                        Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people.
Panel Discussion: Regional meeting focus on Artic and Russia, 1.15-2.45 p.m., Conference Room 2 Organized by the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Secretariat and the Arctic Council. Interpretation will be available in English and Russian.
23 May                                                                                                                                                                          Panel discussion: Violence against Indigenous Women, 1:15-2:45 p.m., Conference Room 2               Speakers include Monica Aleman, MADRE Inc. /FIMI and Victoria Tauli Corpuz, Chairperson UNPFII. Organized by MADRE Inc., International Indigenous Women’s Forum and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

Presentation: Trust Fund for the Second International Decade of the Word’s’ Indigenous Peoples, 1.15 p.m.-2.45 p.m., Conference Room D                                                                                                                                Organized by the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.

24 May                                                                                                                                                                        Panel discussion: Indigenous Children and families in a landscape of risk: Challenges and Solutions in realizing the MDGs, 1.15- 2.45 p.m., Conference Room D                                                                     
 Speakers include Elaine Congress, Fordham University; Aseli Raass, Irrkerlantye Development Centre, Australia; Hilary Weaver, University of Buffalo and Sue Gordon, Magistrate in Children’s Court in Perth. Event organized by International Federation of Social Workers and Vivat International. Translation will be available in Spanish and English.
Film Screening: “Indigenous peoples’ participation in political life in Bolivia”, 1:15 -2:45 p.m., Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium
                       





        Organized by International Work Group on Indigenous Affairs and Danish International Development Agency.

 25 May                                                                                                                                                               Panel Discussion: Regional meeting focus on North America, 1.15- 2.45 p.m., Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium                                                                                                                                                       Organized by the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
26 May                                                                                                                                                                    Plenary Session, 10 a.m.-1.00 p.m., Conference Room 2 




      
 Adoption of the report of the Forum’s Fifth Session.
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