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Recommendations of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

 

Health 

 

7. (f) That efforts be made to promote the rights of indigenous youth at the regional and 

country levels, including their participation in the International Conference on Population and 

Development beyond 2014 processes, and, where possible, their participation in UNFPA-led 

discussions on the post-2015 development agenda. 

 

Future work 

 

96. The Permanent Forum recommends to Member States that the development agenda 

beyond 2015 adopt a human rights-based approach to development that takes into account 

issues of equity and sustainability and that incorporates an indigenous holistic concept of 

development with culture and identity. The Forum also recommends that the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples constitute the normative framework of this 

work. 

 

99. For the post-2015 dialogue and outcomes to accomplish a sea change and paradigm shift 

away from a North-South dialogue to one of universally addressing the post-2015 objectives 

in order to improve the lives of all, including indigenous peoples in developed countries, the 

Forum recommends that efforts must be made to guarantee the direct participation of 

indigenous peoples from the world’s most developed and affluent countries in all thematic 

consultations, conclusions and recommendations so that their voices and concerns can be 

heard. 

 

100. The Permanent Forum recommends that Member States and the United Nations system 

involved in the processes leading to the development agenda beyond 2015 make concerted 

and targeted efforts to reach out to, and engage in a truly inclusive process with, indigenous 

peoples, including indigenous women, youth and persons with disabilities, to ensure that their 

rights and priorities are included in all processes relating to the definition of the themes and 

priorities for the post-2015 development agenda and of the sustainable development goals. 

 

102. The Permanent Forum recommends that Member States, the Open Working Group on 

Sustainable Development Goals and the United Nations system ensure that the processes 

relating to the definition of the development agenda beyond 2015 are formulated in 

accordance with the objectives of sustainable development, as defined in the Indigenous 

Peoples’ International Declaration on Sustainable Development and Self-Determination, 

adopted by the Indigenous Peoples’ International Conference on Sustainable Development 

and Self-Determination, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 2012, and also recommends that 

culture be affirmed as the fourth pillar of sustainable development. 

 

103. In this regard, the Permanent Forum recommends that Member States and the United 

Nations system take due account of the outcome document and the conclusions of the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in September 2014, given that this process is 



deeply interrelated with the post- -2015 process and will set the context for future work on 

indigenous peoples’ issues. 

 

104. The Permanent Forum recommends that the Open Working Group on Sustainable 

Development Goals and the United Nations system ensure the inclusion and meaningful 

participation of indigenous peoples in all processes relating to the elaboration of the 

sustainable development goals. In this regard, the Forum recommends that indigenous 

peoples and their organizations and representatives participate in the dialogues between 

Member States and civil society during meetings of the Group. 

 

106. The Permanent Forum recommends that the summary and outcome of the discussion on 

the post-2015 process held during the twelfth session of the Forum and the outcome of the 

consultations held with indigenous peoples in preparation for the post-2015 development 

agenda be transmitted as background documents to the Open Working Group on Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

107. The Permanent Forum recommends that the United Nations Development Group, 

UNDP, UN-Women, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, UNESCO and the Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs provide technical and logistical support to enable the participation of 

indigenous peoples in processes relating to the sustainable development goals, including in 

conducting research, collecting good practices and replicating and promoting the contribution 

of indigenous peoples to sustainable and equitable development. 

 

108. The Permanent Forum endorses and recognizes a global working group of indigenous 

peoples on the post-2015 sustainable development goals to continue the work of the 

Indigenous Peoples’ Global Coordinating Committee for the United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development and to ensure continuing engagement in this vital process that will 

have profound and direct impacts on indigenous peoples and communities in all regions. 

 

109. The Permanent Forum recommends the development and inclusion of clear indicators 

and monitoring tools relating to indigenous peoples in the sustainable development goals and 

post-2015 development process, to be developed jointly with indigenous peoples. 

 

111. The Permanent Forum recommends that FAO, in 2014, the International Year of Family 

Farming, organize and host an expert seminar on culture, food sovereignty and traditional 

livelihoods to feed into the post-2015 process. The seminar should include the participation 

of an elder, an adult and a young person from each of the seven sociocultural regions of the 

Forum. 

 

 

 


