
 
 
 

UNPFII 12th Session Recommendations for UN Agencies 
 
 
 
Recommendations Addressee 
7. In sexual health and reproductive rights 
there is a need for HIV-sensitive, gender-
sensitive and age-sensitive sexual health 
education that respects cultural sensitivities in 
pre-testing and post testing conditions and 
delivery of services. The Permanent Forum 
recommends: 
(a) That, in the design and implementation of 
its strategic plan for the period 2014-2018, the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
take into consideration the rights of indigenous 
women and young people; 
(b) That contributions be made to ministries of 
health and indigenous women’s organizations 
to consolidate their work on intercultural 
standards for high-quality sexual health and 
reproductive rights and maternal health and to 
assess experiences of intercultural health 
models in other regions of the world in order 
to identify opportunities for South-South 
cooperation; 
(c) That efforts be made to ensure the 
integration of indigenous peoples’ rights into 
national and subnational strategies on gender-
based violence and to promote the delivery of 
culturally acceptable critical services to address 
genderbased violence and sexual violence, with 
a focus on adolescents, youth, migrants and 
indigenous women with disabilities; 
(d) That the United Nations country teams 
contribute to strengthening and integrating the 
rights of indigenous women and youth into 
national and subnational development 
strategies and sectoral plans, particularly but 
not exclusively in the areas of sexual health and 
reproductive rights and maternal mortality and 
morbidity, as well as in adolescent and youth 
policies and plans; 
(e) That contributions be made to supporting 
work at the country level on the elimination of 
female genital mutilation/cutting among 
indigenous girls, including the elimination of 
other forms of harmful practices, for example 
early and forced marriage and early unwanted 
pregnancies; 

UNFPA, UN Country Teams. 



(f) That efforts be made to promote the rights 
of indigenous youth at the regional and 
country levels, including their participation in 
the International Conference on Population 
and Development beyond 2014 processes, and, 
where possible, their participation in UNFPA-
led discussions on the post-2015 development 
agenda. 
8. The Permanent Forum reiterates its previous 
recommendations that address the alarming 
number of suicides among indigenous youth. 
The Forum encourages community 
organization for safe spaces and low-threshold 
health services, respecting non-discrimination, 
in particular where discrimination based on 
ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation is 
concerned. The United Nations system, in 
particular the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), should emphasize the 
provision of mental health services, with 
particular efforts to address suicide among 
indigenous youth. 

UN System, WHO, UNICEF 

9. The Permanent Forum requests WHO, in 
cooperation with indigenous health providers, 
to conduct a study on the prevalence and 
causes of suicide among indigenous youth and 
on efforts being made, including culture-based 
approaches, to prevent suicide and promote 
mental health and wellness. The Forum 
recommends that the Inter-Agency Support 
Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues and 
WHO organize an expert group meeting to 
review policies and best practices with regard 
to engaging indigenous youth on the 
prevention of  suicide. 

IASG, WHO 

10. To draw more attention to diabetes and 
other non communicable diseases, the 
Permanent Forum recommends that WHO, 
the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) and Governments develop action 
plans to improve access by indigenous peoples 
living with diabetes to health prevention and 
care of diabetes and non-communicable 
diseases. The Forum urges States to establish 
or reinforce community-based health 
programmes that empower and educate 
indigenous women and children to prevent and 
overcome diabetes and non communicable 
diseases. 

WHO, PAHO 

11. The Permanent Forum requests WHO and 
PAHO to undertake a global study jointly with 
relevant indigenous peoples’ institutions and 
indigenous health experts on the situation of 
indigenous peoples living with diabetes and 

WHO, PAHO 



non-communicable diseases to establish the 
international evidence base needed. The results 
of the study can be presented at the fourteenth 
session of the Forum and in appropriate 
processes within WHO and PAHO. 
Furthermore, the Forum calls upon the World 
Diabetes Foundation and the International 
Diabetes Federation to provide financial and 
technical assistance to WHO, PAHO and 
identified indigenous institutions that will 
conduct the study. 
12. The Permanent Forum calls for heightened 
attention to be paid to diabetes and other non 
communicable diseases by WHO, PAHO and 
States, including at the World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples, to be held in 2014, and 
calls upon these parties to discuss issues 
relating to indigenous health and formulate an 
action plan with particular focus on improving 
prevention and access to the care of diabetes 
and non-communicable diseases. 

WHO, PAHO 

15. The Permanent Forum encourages States 
and United Nations agencies and funds to 
implement, in cooperation with indigenous 
peoples, proactive and substantive measures to 
realize the full and effective implementation of 
the rights affirmed in the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. These measures must include greater 
accessibility for indigenous learners who live 
in remote areas or in nomadic communities. 
The Forum calls upon States to respect and 
implement article 19 of the Declaration by 
ensuring the free, prior and informed consent 
of indigenous peoples before adopting and 
implementing legislative or administrative 
measures that affect them. 

UN Agencies and Funds 

18. The Permanent Forum recalls the 
recommendations contained in paragraphs 48 
and 56 of the report of the international expert 
group meeting on indigenous youth 
(E/C.19/2013/3), emphasizing that linguistic 
education and linguistic sovereignty are of 
fundamental importance to indigenous 
peoples. The Forum recommends that the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), UNICEF 
and other competent bodies of the United 
Nations convene, together with the Forum, a 
meeting of experts on intercultural matters and 
bilingual education. 

UNESCO, UNICEF 

20. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
States, in collaboration with indigenous 
peoples and United Nations agencies, including 
UNICEF and UNESCO, prepare a 
comprehensive report on the number of 

UN Agencies including UNICEF, UNESCO 



indigenous languages spoken in each State. It is 
important to identify the current numbers and 
ages of fluent speakers of each indigenous 
language, in addition to measures, including 
constitutional, legislative, regulatory and policy 
measures, as well as financial support, whether 
ongoing or project-based, by States, United 
Nations agencies and indigenous peoples, to 
ensure that indigenous languages continue to 
be used, survive and thrive and do not become 
extinct. 
22. Indigenous culture and tourism is often 
seen as a driver of growth and development for 
the economies and businesses of indigenous 
peoples, with indigenous peoples often 
trivialized and viewed solely as cultural icons 
and objects by others. The Permanent Forum 
therefore recommends that United Nations 
agencies, in collaboration with the indigenous 
peoples concerned, affirm and make 
operational the right of indigenous peoples to 
determine their own priorities for 
development and opportunities concerning 
indigenous culture and tourism. 

United Nations Agencies 

23. The Permanent Forum welcomes the 
recommendations of the international expert 
workshop on the World Heritage Convention 
and indigenous peoples, held in Copenhagen 
on 20 and 21 September 2012, and the 
anticipated establishment by the World 
Heritage Committee of a consultative body on 
the Operational Guidelines for the 
Implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention during its thirty-seventh session, to 
be held in Phnom Penh from 17 to 27 June 
2013, in order to consider, among others, 
revisions to the guidelines relating to the 
human rights of indigenous peoples, including 
the principle of free, prior and informed 
consent. The Forum recommends that 
UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee 
implement the Convention in accordance with 
the rights enshrined in the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, taking an approach based on human 
rights. The Forum members will endeavour to 
participate in the thirty seventh session of the 
Committee, including the meetings of the 
consultative body on the Operational 
Guidelines, as observers. 

UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee 

25. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
UNESCO, the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) work closely 

UNDP, CDB, WIPO 



with indigenous peoples to develop an 
instrument to protect traditional knowledge 
and culture-based economic opportunities and 
activities as a potential way of strengthening 
the identities of indigenous peoples in order to 
contribute to gross domestic product growth, 
environmental protection and mutual 
appreciation of cultures. 
26. The Permanent Forum welcomes the lively 
and analytical dialogue that emerged from the 
half-day discussion on the African region and 
encourages the United Nations Development 
Group to facilitate further dialogue between 
States and indigenous peoples at the African 
continental level to foster better understanding 
of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 
commitments to indigenous peoples that 
Member States have made. Within this 
framework, capacity-building at the national 
level should be enhanced. 

UNDG 

33. The Permanent Forum invites the agencies 
of the United Nations system, including 
UNDP, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
and the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), in cooperation with the 
secretariats of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification in those Countries 
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or 
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, and the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, as well as other relevant 
stakeholders, to convene a workshop on 
African pastoralism, indigenous peoples’ rights 
and climate adaptation. 

UN System including UNDP, FAO, IFAD, 
CBD, UNCCD 

36. The Permanent Forum calls upon the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), 
UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP and other entities 
of the United Nations system to develop 
programmes and projects that support and 
build the capacity of indigenous women in 
Africa in order to empower them economically 
and socially. A good practice in this regard is 
strengthening the entrepreneurship of 
indigenous women and facilitating their access 
to formal markets and financial institutions for 
their activities. The Forum also encourages 
States to develop affirmative actions that are 
aimed at actively including indigenous women 
in decision-making at all levels and at ensuring 
that indigenous women’s voices are equally 
represented in economic, social and political 

UN-Women, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP and 
other entities of the UN System 



decision-making processes. 

40. The Permanent Forum acknowledges and 
accepts the study on the situation of 
indigenous persons with disabilities, with a 
particular focus on challenges faced with 
regard to the full enjoyment of human rights 
and inclusion in development 
(E/C.19/2013/6). The Forum recommends 
that the Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities pay special attention, and take 
immediate action to respond, to the situation 
of indigenous persons and peoples with 
disabilities and encourage the United Nations 
system to facilitate the translation of the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities into indigenous and other 
languages. 

Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, UN System. 

45. The Permanent Forum requests Member 
States to establish specific mechanisms at the 
national level in order to open and sustain 
dialogue between indigenous peoples and 
Governments to review the implementation of 
the recommendations of the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
peoples, the work of the Expert Mechanism on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 
recommendations of the Forum. The Forum 
requests United Nations agencies at the 
national level to facilitate such dialogue and 
that corresponding national mechanisms be 
established. 

United Nations Agencies 

47. The Permanent Forum takes notes of the 
recent publication of the adolescent friendly 
version of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples by UNICEF, 
the Forum and the Global Indigenous Youth 
Caucus. The Forum recommends that 
UNICEF, Member States and indigenous 
peoples translate this publication into all 
languages, in particular indigenous languages. 
The Forum also recommends that Member 
States, indigenous peoples and others use this 
publication in the curricula of  studies of  
indigenous and non-indigenous youth. 

UNICEF 

48. The Permanent Forum reiterates its 
recommendation to ILO to accommodate and 
guarantee the direct participation of indigenous 
peoples’ organizations in ILO procedures, in 
particular those relating to compliance with the 
ILO Convention concerning the Protection 
and Integration of Indigenous and Other 
Tribal and Semi-Tribal Populations in 
Independent Countries (Convention No. 107) 
and the ILO Convention concerning 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent 

ILO 



Countries (Convention No. 169) and their 
corresponding supervisory mechanisms. The 
Forum reiterates its call upon Member States 
to accede to the ILO Convention concerning 
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in 
Independent Countries (Convention No. 
169). 

51. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
all Governments, including the Government of 
Canada, and the bodies established under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea ensure respect for and recognition of the 
provisions of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and that 
they follow up on the full and effective 
implementation of the Declaration, in 
particular in the context of Arctic indigenous 
peoples. In this regard, these parties must pay 
immediate and special attention to the right of 
indigenous peoples to participate in decision-
making in all matters that affect their rights; the 
right of indigenous peoples to their lands, 
territories and resources; and the right of 
indigenous peoples to free, prior and informed 
consent. 

Bodies established under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(International Maritime Organization, 
International Whaling Commission, 
International Seabed Authority) 

54. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
international financial institutions 
unequivocally acknowledge the collective right 
of indigenous peoples to their lands, territories 
and resources in their safeguard policies and in 
all development project contexts (not merely in 
exceptional circumstances). Banks should not 
support any projects that affect indigenous 
peoples without prior recognition of and 
effective guarantees for their collective rights 
to own, control and manage their lands, 
territories and resources. 

IFIs: World Bank, the African Development 
Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank and the 
International Finance Corporation 

55. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
international financial institutions adopt and 
incorporate the right of indigenous peoples to 
free, prior and informed consent, without 
qualification, into their safeguard policies and 
project-related instruments. International 
financial institutions must ensure that their 
clients and borrowers engage in processes with 
indigenous peoples affected by bank-financed 
projects to secure their free, prior and 
informed consent. 

IFIs: World Bank, the African Development 
Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank and the 
International Finance Corporation 

56. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the World Bank brings its policy on indigenous 
peoples (OP 4.10) into full compliance with 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. The Forum attaches 
particular importance to the need for the Bank 

World Bank 



to adopt the standard of free, prior and 
informed consent and, in general, to 
institutionalize and operationalize an approach 
based on human rights. The Forum reiterates 
its recommendation, made at its twelfth session 
that the emerging instruments of the Bank and 
other agencies must be harmonized with the 
Declaration, which is regarded as a reflection 
of the minimum human rights standards 
necessary for the promotion and protection of 
indigenous peoples, nations and communities. 
Such instruments should be consistent with or 
exceed those minimum standards. The Forum 
underlines the need for the Bank’s operational 
policies to use language that is consistent with 
the Declaration. 
57. The Forum notes with concern the 
unsatisfactory implementation of the World 
Bank’s policy on indigenous peoples, as 
documented by many of the Bank’s internal 
reviews, most notably the 2011 internal review 
report and the 2010 report by the Independent 
Evaluation Group, Safeguards and Sustainability 
Policies in a Changing World. Strict adherence to 
safeguards of indigenous peoples’ rights is 
necessary. The Forum recommends that 
efforts be directed towards compliance 
machinery within the Bank, both up front, 
when dealing with projects and design and 
approval processes, and in post-project 
enforcement mechanisms. 

World Bank 

58. The Forum also notes with concern that 
the World Bank’s operational policies, 
including its policy on indigenous peoples, 
have limited application, covering only 
investment lending and not other Bank 
operations. The Forum recommends that the 
outcome target of the Bank’s process to review 
and update its safeguards be a set of safeguards 
and follow-up mechanisms covering all finance 
instruments and all other Bank operations. 

World Bank 

59. The Permanent Forum calls upon the 
World Bank to strengthen its accountability 
mechanisms so that they focus on situations in 
which its funded projects adversely affect 
indigenous peoples and also to proactively 
implement specific measures to meaningfully 
contribute to the progressive realization of the 
right of indigenous peoples to self-
determination. 

World Bank 

60. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the World Bank, in consultation with the 
Forum and the Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, examine the 
involuntary resettlement of indigenous peoples 

World Bank 



in connection with projects financed by the 
Bank and submit a report thereon in 2014. 
61. The Permanent Forum takes note of the 
announcement by the World Bank concerning 
the establishment of an indigenous peoples 
advisory council. The Forum recognizes the 
need for dialogue and will take into 
consideration the proposal on the 
understanding that the objective of such an 
initiative will be to ensure the participation of 
indigenous peoples and that the final outcome 
will be full compliance of the Bank’s policies, 
guidelines and activities with the provisions of 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of  Indigenous Peoples. 

World Bank 

62. The Permanent Forum calls upon the 
World Bank to include the rights of indigenous 
peoples in its knowledge and learning activities 
for staff and management. Instruments for 
learning, such as the Nordic Trust Fund, 
should include training on how operational 
policies in place regarding the rights of 
indigenous peoples should be fully 
implemented. 

World Bank 

63. The Permanent Forum appreciates the 
steps taken by the African Development Bank 
to include safeguards for indigenous peoples in 
its integrated safeguards system. The Forum is 
concerned, however, that the Bank remains the 
only multilateral bank not to have a stand-
alone safeguard policy for indigenous peoples. 
The Forum recommends that the Bank fast-
track, in coordination with the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
and other regional bodies, a regional policy 
framework for indigenous peoples in line with 
the provisions of the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights and report on 
progress to the Forum at its thirteenth session, 
in 2014. The Forum further recommends that 
the Bank develop a mechanism specifically to 
support the entrepreneurship activities of 
indigenous peoples. 

African Development Bank 

64. The Permanent Forum urges the Asian 
Development Bank, in projects that it funds, to 
ensure that it avoids adverse impacts on 
indigenous peoples and their watersheds and 
other fragile ecosystems and to promote the 
rights of indigenous peoples to land and 
resources. 

Asian Development Bank 

65. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the Inter-American Development Bank 
reconsider its policy and strategies so as to 
ensure the inclusion of representatives of 
indigenous peoples in an advisory body and 

Inter-American Development Bank 



incorporate the right of indigenous peoples to 
free, prior and informed consent, without any 
qualifications, into safeguard policies and 
project-related instruments. 

66. The Permanent Forum encourages 
international financial institutions to establish 
policy mechanisms and programme 
frameworks requiring corporations to comply 
with the Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights, which were unanimously 
endorsed by the Human Rights Council in 
2011, in addition to the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, International Labour Organization 
Convention No. 169, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women. 

IFIs: World Bank, the African Development 
Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank and the 
International Finance Corporation 

67. The Permanent Forum, noting the 
significance for indigenous peoples of the 
negotiations under way at WIPO on 
intellectual property and genetic resources, 
traditional knowledge and traditional cultural 
expressions, strongly encourages 
representatives of indigenous peoples to 
participate in those negotiations, consistent 
with article 18 of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. 

WIPO 

76. The Permanent Forum welcomes the 
preparation by the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean of the study 
entitled “Rights of indigenous peoples: 
achievements and challenges in the Latin 
American countries”, and encourages other 
regional commissions to undertake similar 
studies. 

UN Regional Commissions 

77. The Permanent Forum reiterates that the 
Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous 
Peoples’ Issues constitutes a key forum for the 
achievement of more effective coordination 
and coherence in supporting the preparations 
for and the participation of indigenous peoples 
in the World Conference and recommends 
stronger engagement and the participation of 
all agencies, programmes and funds in 
the work of  the Group. 

IASG 

82. The Permanent Forum notes the 
engagement of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
in the preparations for the World Conference 
and recommends that the Union organize 
meetings of parliamentarians at the global, 
regional and country levels to discuss the 
adoption of legislative and administrative 

IPU 



measures affecting indigenous peoples and to 
encourage the participation of 
parliamentarians, including indigenous 
parliamentarians, in the World Conference and 
its preparatory processes. Such meetings 
should draw upon the positive developments 
from the conference facilitated by the Union 
that was held in Chiapas, Mexico, in 2010 and 
that led to the adoption of the Chiapas 
Declaration. 
84. The Permanent Forum requests the Office 
of the President of the sixty-eighth session of 
the General Assembly to maintain close 
communication with the Forum, through its 
secretariat, to facilitate the Forum’s 
contribution to the preparatory stages of the 
World Conference. The Forum also requests 
the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Secretariat to provide support to 
the secretariat of the Forum to carry out its 
responsibilities in this regard. 

DESA 

86. Recalling the recommendation made in 
paragraph 118 of the report on its eleventh 
session (E/2012/43-E.C19/2012/13), the 
Permanent Forum takes note of the 
interventions made by indigenous peoples, 
Member States and others concerning the 
potential themes for the World Conference. A 
number of themes have emerged as priority 
issues of concern to all: the right of indigenous 
peoples to self determination; the right of 
indigenous peoples to their lands, territories 
and resources; extractive industries and the 
related right to free, prior and informed 
consent; the economic, social and cultural 
rights of indigenous peoples; and the need to 
strengthen the participation of indigenous 
peoples in United Nations mechanisms and the 
mechanism themselves, as well as the need for 
immediate, effective and comprehensive 
implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples by Member States and the United 
Nations system with the full participation of 
indigenous peoples. The Forum is mindful that 
dialogue will continue among and between 
indigenous peoples and Member States in 
preparation for the World Conference. 

United Nations system 

87. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the United Nations system strengthen existing 
coordination mechanisms at the country level, 
and in partnership with indigenous peoples and 
other relevant entities and national partners, in 
order to implement the outcomes of the World 
Conference. The Forum offers its support in 

United Nations System 



this regard. 

88. The Permanent Forum invites all 
organizations of the United Nations system 
and other multilateral organizations, including 
the Bretton Woods institutions and 
international and regional financial institutions, 
to contribute to the implementation of the 
outcomes of the World Conference and to 
integrate them into their programmes of work, 
as appropriate and in accordance with their 
respective mandates, in full cooperation with 
indigenous peoples at the national, subregional, 
regional and global levels. 

United Nations System, IFIs: World Bank, the 
African Development Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, the Inter-American 
Development Bank and the International 
Finance Corporation 

91. The Permanent Forum recommends that, 
in view of the 2015 deadline for the attainment 
of the Millennium Development Goals, 
Member States and the United Nations system 
make use of the experiences and lessons 
learned and capture the priorities for 
development and well-being of indigenous 
peoples and include indigenous peoples in the 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
the Goals. 

United Nations System 

92. The Permanent Forum welcomes the 
efforts of UNDP to endorse the political 
participation of indigenous peoples in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and its support in 
the preparation of the report on democracy 
and indigenous peoples in the region. The 
Forum recommends to UNDP that it extend 
this good practice to other regions and follow 
up regularly. 

UNDP 

93. The Permanent Forum welcomes the 
evaluation of the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that took 
place in Guatemala, the results of which were 
presented to the experts of the Permanent 
Forum, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples and the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
peoples. The Forum recommends that similar 
practices be implemented by other United 
Nations country teams and other countries. 

United Nations Country Teams 

97. The Permanent Forum recommends to 
Member States that the development agenda 
beyond 2015 recognize indigenous peoples’ 
right to self-determination, autonomy and self-
governance, together with their right to 
determine their own priorities for their 
development, to participate in governance and 
policy decision making processes at the local, 
national, regional and international levels and 
to develop mechanisms for consultation and 
participation of indigenous peoples, building 
on the fundamental right to free, prior and 

United Nations Country Teams 



informed consent and full participation in the 
development process. The role of the United 
Nations country teams in that respect is crucial.
100. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
Member States and the United Nations system 
involved in the processes leading to the 
development agenda beyond 2015 make 
concerted and targeted efforts to reach out to, 
and engage in a truly inclusive process with, 
indigenous peoples, including indigenous 
women, youth and persons with disabilities, to 
ensure that their rights and priorities are 
included in all processes relating to the 
definition of the themes and priorities for the 
post-2015 development agenda and of the 
sustainable development goals. 

United Nations System 

101. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the United Nations system conduct a separate 
consultation with indigenous peoples at the 
regional and global levels as an integral and 
critical part of the processes relating to the 
post-2015 development agenda. 

United Nations System 

102. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
Member States, the Open Working Group on 
Sustainable Development Goals and the 
United Nations system ensure that the 
processes relating to the definition of the 
development agenda beyond 2015 are 
formulated in accordance with the objectives 
of sustainable development, as defined in the 
Indigenous Peoples’ International Declaration 
on Sustainable Development and Self-
Determination, adopted by the Indigenous 
Peoples’ International Conference on 
Sustainable Development and Self-
Determination, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
in 2012, and also recommends that culture be 
affirmed as the fourth pillar of sustainable 
development. 

United Nations System 

104. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals and the United Nations 
system ensure the inclusion and meaningful 
participation of indigenous peoples in all 
processes relating to the elaboration of the 
sustainable development goals. In this regard, 
the Forum recommends that indigenous 
peoples and their organizations and 
representatives participate in the dialogues 
between Member States and civil society 
during meetings of the Group. 

United Nations System 

107. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the United Nations Development Group, 
UNDP, UN-Women, UNICEF, UNFPA, 
WHO, UNESCO and the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs provide technical 

United Nations Development Group, UNDP, 
UN-Women, UNICEF, UNFPA, WHO, 
UNESCO and the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs 



and logistical support to enable the 
participation of indigenous peoples in 
processes relating to the sustainable 
development goals, including in conducting 
research, collecting good practices and 
replicating and promoting the contribution of 
indigenous peoples to sustainable and equitable 
development. 
110. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
the Statistical Commission and the United 
Nations Statistics Division use the System of 
Environmental-Economic Accounts in the 
development of a coherent and integrated set 
of indicators for monitoring the situation and 
well-being of indigenous peoples and the 
implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. 

Statistical Commission and the United Nations 
Statistics Division 

111. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
FAO, in 2014, the International Year of Family 
Farming, organize and host an expert seminar 
on culture, food sovereignty and traditional 
livelihoods to feed into the post-2015 process. 
The seminar should include the participation 
of an elder, an adult and a young person from 
each of the seven sociocultural regions of the 
Forum. 

FAO 

112. The Permanent Forum urges increased 
dialogue among Governments, institutions and 
indigenous peoples concerning the 
identification, incorporation and value of 
indigenous knowledge in all disaster risk 
reduction projects and programmes at the 
national and regional levels. The Forum 
recommends that the United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction take into 
consideration the study on engaging 
indigenous peoples more inclusively in the 
disaster risk reduction process 
(E/C.19/2013/14) as part of the official 
documentation of the third World Conference 
on Disaster Reduction, to be held in 2015. 

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

116. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
relevant United Nations agencies dealing with 
indigenous peoples’ issues should take action 
on the inclusion of indigenous persons with 
disabilities in all their activities, make their 
websites accessible to persons with disabilities, 
promote the increased participation of 
indigenous persons with disabilities in their 
annual sessions and consider having expert 
sessions on indigenous persons with 
disabilities. 

United Nations Agencies 

117. The Permanent Forum reiterates the call, 
made at its fifth and eleventh sessions, upon 

United Nations Agencies and funds 



United Nations agencies and funds to conduct 
and support regional and international human 
rights training programmes aimed at building 
the capacity and advocacy skills of indigenous 
youth. The Forum further recommends the use 
of youth forums, social media and other 
popular cultural forms of communication to 
disseminate information and training material 
on the rights of indigenous youth and to 
facilitate consultation processes at the national 
and international levels. 
118. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
Governments and United Nations agencies 
assign resources for communication activities, 
strengthen access to information and draw 
greater attention to the issues of indigenous 
peoples in the media, using various forms of 
media outreach, in order to complement the 
activities of the Department of Public 
Information. 

United Nations Agencies, DPI 

119. The Permanent Forum recommends that 
all United Nations agencies concerned with 
water, including UNESCO and the 
International Hydrological Programme, 
UNICEF, WHO, UNDP, the United Nations 
Environment Programme and FAO, give full 
support to the planning, development and 
implementation of an indigenous world forum 
on water in order to give voice to the 
indigenous peoples’ perspective of protection 
and access to all sources of water and its sacred 
role in the indigenous context. 

United Nations agencies concerned with water, 
including UNESCO and the International 
Hydrological Programme, UNICEF, WHO, 
UNDP, UNEP, FAO 

120. The Permanent Forum urges UN-
Women, UNDP, other relevant United 
Nations agencies and Governments to support 
the political participation of indigenous women 
by assigning resources to training and exchange 
programmes and strengthening organization 
and networks of indigenous women. 

UN-Women, UNDP, other relevant United 
Nations agencies 

 


