Promoting Social Integration in the ESCAP Region *

Introduction

The 1995 World Socid Summit was the firgt high-level conference of its kind, but calsfor
internationa action in the socid field were being made long before 1995. Early responsestothesecalls
camefrom the Asan and Pecific regioninthe 1980s. In 1991, the Fourth Asian and Pecific Minigerid
Conference on Socid Development convened by ESCAP a Manila adopted the regiond Socid
Development Strategy towards the Y ear 2000 and Beyond. Thiswasfollowed by the adoption of the
Agenda for Action on Socid Development in the ESCAP region at the Minigteria Conference in
preparation for the World Socid Summit, held in Manila, Philippines in 1994,. Thus, countries of the
region went to Copenhagen armed with a regiond Socia Development Agenda which addressed
poverty dleviaion, employment expanson and socid integration and identified specific, time-bound
socid development goas and targets and called for concerted action for their attainment. 1n 1997, these
gods and targets were amended by the Fifth Asan and Pacific Minigerid Conference on Socid
Deve opment. 1nJune2000, fiveyearsafter the World Summit, ESCAP governmentsjoined therest of
the world in Genevato report on their achievementstowards attaining their respective set gods. Inthis
eraof rapid change, theimplementation rate of the regional and globa socia development action plans
wes relatively dow. But this news did not stop governments attending the Geneva meeting from
recommending additiond initiatives for the further implementation of the 10 commitments adopted in

Copenhagen.

Whileit could take pridein having led the rest of theworld in formulating aregiona agendafor actionon

socid development, the ESCAP region was in no position to take the chequered flag for plan

implementation. Reviews on theimplementation of the Agendafor Action on Socid Devel opment have
been undertaken by the region on abiennid basis sarting from the Fifth Asian and Pecific Minigerid

Conference on Socid Development which was convened by ESCAP at Manilain November 1997.

While acknowledging the progress and continuous efforts made by many countries in the region in

poverty dleviaion, employment generation and socid integration, that Conference noted with concern
the socid challenges that remained to be addressed. There was some concern aswell about the dow
pace of implementation. Thus, in addition to revising some of the gods and targets of the Agenda, the
Conference adopted the ManilaDeclaration on Accd erated |mplementation of the Agendafor Action
on Socid Deveopment in the ESCAP Region. Over thelast few decades, the Asian and Pecific region,
on the whole, appears to have made substantial progress in amost dl areas of socid and economic
development and to have kept pace with most of therest of theworld inthe midst of aliberaization and
globdizationprocess. The available indicators pertaining to income, education, hedth, life expectancy
and other aspects of qudity of life appear to have shown clear improvements over time, for most

disadvantaged and vulnerable socia groups except perhaps for the poor. The stuation of women was
enhanced. The needs, and rights, of children and older persons have been given atention. The concerns
of migrant workers, refugees, ethnic minorities and other disadvantaged and vulnerable socia groups
were being addressed. Encouraging
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developments have taken place in many countries in the extenson of democracy and peopl€'s
participation. Accompanying most of these devel opmentswere technologica progressand innovations
particularly in thefield of information, high rates of savings, investment, production, employment, trade
and economic growth and the alocation of scarce public resources to drategic areas of socid

development.

But, among and within countries and popul ation groupsin theregion, therewasaconsderablevariation
in growth rates and in the digtribution of benefits from growth. Moreover, the high rates of economic
growth achieved in some countries did not bring commensurate socid progressto most of the peoplein
those countries. While mgjor advances have been madein some countriesand in someissue aress, the
Stuation has been stagnant or has deteriorated in others. The recent energy and, food criss
experienced in the region ate into previous gains. Furthermore, double-digit inflation in Some countries
worsered further the situation for many, especidly the poor and other vulnerable and disadvantaged

socid groupsincudingwomen, children, older persons, disabled persons, minority groupsand migrants
workers. Unfortunately, some of these groups suffering heavily from man made economic disastersach
asthefood crisishad to endure additiona suffering from various naturd disasterssuch as earthquakes,

cyclones, floods, fires, typhoonsand tsunamis. Moreover, in some countries, high maternd and child
mortality rates continued to pose new socid chalenges. Thus, in most countries, emerging socid issues
relating to the food crigs, liberdization and globalization process, disaster preparedness and dimate
change have added to the traditiond problems of crime and public safety, HIV/AIDS, drug abuse,

juvenile delinquency, migrant workers aswell asto education and employment, hedth and environmert,
income and socia security.

The challenges presented by those recent eventswere met with interesting reections by various
dakeholders.  People of theregion, at dl levels, demondtrated that they had the resilience, strength,
resourcefulness and the spirit of cooperation in deding with emergency and criss Stuaions.
Furthermore, the donor community made available a consderable amount of financid and technica
resourceswhich were not available before.  Ironicaly, it wasthe criss stuationswhichindicated tothe
policy makers concerned that there was indeed an overwheming number of poor and other
disadvantaged and vulnerable persons in the region who were margindized by their societies and who
were generdly excluded from significant economic and socid activities. During the crises, these people
helped swell the ranks of those who needed to gain accessto basic socia services, welfare assistance
and income support or were looking for employment. It had also become gpparent to these socid
groupsthat their needswere not being met fully and that, dong with other citizens, they had theright not
only to contribute to the devel opment process but also to partake of the benefits from socid progress.
Thus, in some countries where urgently felt needs for socid development and welfare programmes,
income- or employment- generating programmes or reformsfor good governance were not given due
attention, governmentsmet with public protestsin variousformsand from various socid groupsinduding
those who were margindized or “socidly -excluded”. Findly, ascrissStuations create competition for
scarce resources and inducements for seeking aternative employment and income opportunitiesin the
region, issues relating to the employment of women and children, including both the legal and theillicit,
drug abuse, trafficking, migrant workers, ethnic minorities, have come to the fore. Cdls have been
medefor the provision of socid protection to the disadvantaged and vulnerable socid groups mentioned
above as well as to those who suffer from the HIV/AIDS virus and their families. Clearly, in the
atermath to the food and financid crissthat besst most countriesin theregionespecidly of their poor,
the promotion of socia integration has increasingly been recognized by dl concerned as one of the
mgjor items on the regiond Socid Development Agendawhich should be given high priority.



Thispaper discussestheissues, gpproaches and policy optionstowards socid integrationinthe ESCAP
region inthe context of the Copenhagen Declaration and the Agendafor Action on Socid Development
in the ESCAP Region.

Social integration in an era of rapid change

The promotion of socid integration is the fourth of 10 commitments adopted a the World Summit for
Socid Development (WSSD). That commitment reads as follows: “To promote socid integration by
fostering societiesthat are stable, safe and just and that are based on the promotion and protection of dl
human rights, aswell as on non discrimination, tolerance, respect for diversity, equality of opportunity,
solidarity, security, and participation of al people, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and
persons.” (UN ECOSOC, 2001 Report on the World Socid Situation In brief, usng arights- based
approach, socid integration amsfor asociety for al, promoting socia inclusion and countering socid
excluson of individuasor groupsby reason of age, sex, lifestyle, belief systems, physica characteridtics
and disease. These exclusions are often intertwined with poverty and unemployment. It could besaid
that sociad integration hasauniquefeatureinthat it isboth animportant determinant of and issignificantly
affected by progress in eradicating poverty and unemploymen.

It would be worthwhile to condder socid integration issues in the region in light of what trends and
issues are in store for dl concerned. The following builds upon the overview of the issues and
conclusions discussed by ESCAP & its fifty-fourth sesson which considered  the theme study
contained in the publication, Asia and the Pacific into the Twenty-First Century: Prospects for Socia
Development, 1998 (ST/ESCAP/1887). At that time, the Commission had observed that while the
trends and issues were many and complex, they al had the capacity to affect socid development
prospects adversaly unless they were addressed appropriately at policy and programme levels.

Today, in evauaing their progpects for promoting socid integration, countries of the region need to
consder changes in the demographic, economic, and palitica fidldsin theregion and in therest of the
world and be prepared to respond to these changes, in addition to using lessons of past experienceto
improve and strengthen their socia devel opment programmes particularly those promoting the crestion
of asociety for dl.

Demographic trends

As both birth rates and mortdity rates decline, the demographic structure will change in favor of

increasing the proportion and absol ute number of older peoplein the population. Thiswill generate new
demands on communities which will not be met if preparations for them are not mede earlier. Asin
other areas of concern, however, the regiona declinein birth rateswill not mask theredlity that in some
countries the rate of population ageing will remain high. In these countries there will be a tendency to
aggravate poverty and perpetuate other unwholesome socid conditions.

Thefamily will find itsdlf under increasing stressin thelight of these developments. Thefamily will find it
more difficult to perform the same roles that it had performed in the past -- to provide care for the
elderly aswdl as socidization opportunitiesfor theyoung. Theyouthful membersof thefamily who are
joining the workforce will face the brunt of growing age-dependency ratios. The family will need
assistanceto reinforceitssrength. The Statewill aso fed the strong demand for socid protection by the
disadvantaged and vulnerable socid groups.



Furthermore the above trends will be exacerbated by responses to changing opportunities in the
economic sphere, which will increase migration and urbanization. Thiswill giveriseto increased labour
mobility within and amongst countries. There will be a clear trend towards very large cities. Issues
relating to older personsliving done particularly women in rurd areaswill emerge, aswill issues rdaing
to lifestyle.

Economic trends

Thetrendstowards grester liberdization and globdization will continue. Asthe economic environment
becomesincreasingly competitive, workerswill find themselvesunder incressing Sraintoraisethelevel
of their productivity. The globdization process will serve to heighten this need for greater efficiency
from al participantsin thework process. Wheat theimpact of thisnew development on the mental and
emotiona states of workersand their families, on their relaionshipswith oneanother and with therest of
their communitieswill be, is difficult to predict at this stage but there is no doubt that it can dter the
physica and mental state and stability of individuds and families

Ancther phenomenon can intensify as aresult of continuous liberdization and globdization: temporary
labor migration, as dready mentioned. The expanson of the area of economic interaction among
countriesand thedismantling of policy barriersbetween themwill provideapowerful simulusto people
to move across internationa boundaries in response to differential economic opportunities.

Political trends

In the fidld of internationd relations, the end of the cold war made it possible to expand the area of
participatory democracy not just for the directly affected peoples but for dl peoples of the world.
Further, an historic opportunity has now emerged to utilize the new peace dividend for socia
development purposes. | nthe ESCAP region, thisdevelopment can giveriseto aheightened avareness
among people in the region of the importance of socid justice and equdlity for al people and the
universdity of their rights as human beings, of the right and obligation of people individudly and
collectively to participate in the making of decisons affecting their lives, and of their freedom to pursue
happiness and well-being as determined by themselves. Expectationsof to benefit from the new peace
dividend raises peoples’ expectationsthat theimplementation of their socid devel opment agendaswill
be accelerated.

Implicationsfor social integration policy

Theimplications of thesetrends and issuesto socid integration development policy are both reassuring
and worrisome, for they have the potentid not just of yielding untold benefits to mankind but dso of
destabilizing socid conditionsand indtitutions. Carefully responded to or managed, they canraisedl of
humeanity to higher levelsof well- being but left to themsalvesto unravel ashlind forces, they can saverdy
dow down dl meaningful progressin socid devel opment.

Socid integration policy must continue to be addressed a ongside the two other mgor concerns, namdly,
poverty eradication and employment expansion. Inal insanceshowever it must takeinto account the
prospective developments in the various fie ds of human endeavor in the region and in the rest of the
world as described above and addresstheimplicationsthey carry for individua countriesand theregion
asawhole.



Demographic changes haveimplicationsfor thefamily asabasic socia unit, forincome, for housing, for
education and hedth, for the built infrastructure, for means of trangport and communication, for the
internd organization of communities and cities, among others. Socid integration policy must cometo
grips with dl these particularly as they affect such socid groups such as older persons, with older
women in rurd aress being particularly vulnerable; migrant workerswho move to urban centresin their
country or abroad; working women and youthful workerswho will join ashrinking workforce and dedl
with theincome and heelth security needs of agrowing ederly populaion. The urbanization processwill
continue to exert pressure on society to ded with lifestyle issues such as those brought about by the
spread of the HIV/AIDs virus and other communicable diseases; theill effects of tobacco, acohol and
drug abuse; and trafficking in women and children.

Changesin the economic arena have implications for worker education and training, for services, for
family support, for socid security, for trangport and communication including in theinformation field, for
urban planning and development, among other things. These too must be recognized by socia

integration policy.

Palitical trendshaveimplicationsfor politicad accommodation among various sectorsof the population,
for their reception of diverse and even conflicting views among themsdvesin the politica process, for
the speed of communication between peoples and their government, and for the existence of
religioudy and culturally imposed redtrictions on the minds and bodies of women and men in society.
Responses to these challenges must be incorporaied in socid integration policy.

Implications for specific social groups

The implications of these trends and issues for specific disadvantaged and vulnerable socid groupsin
society, including theyouth, older persons, women, personswith disabilitiesand othersaretill unclear
at thispoint. However, someindications can be gleaned frombelow. Other casessuch asthoseof the
poor, migrant workers, minority groups (racid, religious and culturd) and other socid groups will be
discussed elsewhere. Whether these can be dedt with adequately in socid policy could spel the
difference between succeeding and falling to enhance the well-being of these disadvantaged and
vulnerable groups.

Youth

The youth condtitutes at least 28 per cent of the regon’ s population but their importanceisgrester than
this proportion suggests for the reason that the future of their countries will depend criticaly on their
overdl participation and leadership. Theyouth need quaity education, hedthy lifestyles, high sandards
of hedlth care, employment, and opportunitiesfor socid participation. In addition, thegirlsamong them
appear to suffer from pernicious socid practices. incest, rape, trafficking, pornography and progtitution.

Following the World Summit on Children in 1990, the need to improve the socid conditionsof theyouth
and enhance their abilities for future leedership, was brought to the fore. . Ther need for qudlity
education and hedlth services should be given top priority. Socid protection measures should be
adopted designed to minimizeif not diminate offenses againgt girlsand women in generd. The positive
side of the prospective changes in the various spheres of human endeavor, as dready described, must
be accentuated and directed to the improvement of the wefare of the youth.



Older persons

As noted above, many countries in the region are experiencing rapid population ageing. Thisis
particularly marked in high income economiesin the region such as Audralia, Japan, Hong Kong
(China), New Zedland, Republic of Koreaand Singapore, where the proportion reached 17.8 per cent
in 2006 as comparedto 11 per cent in 1990. Many countries have not been prepared to ded with this
phenomenon. As aresult the social status of older persons in many countries has declined. Older
persons experience increasing socid isolation and suffer from low levels of self-esteem. A key issue
relating to older personsis how to care for them. Hedth maintenanceis dready aformidable task for
many countries, adding the needs of an ageing population will make that undertaking even more
daunting.

There will be need to formulate comprehensive programs on say, pensions and hedth care, for
addressing problems of ageing and of the elderly. Further, therewill be need to maximizethe postive
impacts of the demographic, economic, and politica changesin the globa environment and ensurethat
much of them are channeled to the direction of the older personsin the population.

To cope with these chdlenges, the Asian and Pacific Region adopted the Macau Plan of Action for
Older Personsin 1998, accepted it asaregiona indicative plan in 1999 and crafted the regiond plan
with the globa plan in the Shangha Implementation Strategy in 2002. That globa plan is known, and
being implemented as, the Madrid International Plan of Action for Older Persons since 2002.

Women

The stuation of women has improved consderably in recent decades, especialy after regiond
meeting which came up with the Jekarta Plan of Action and the global conference which adopted the
Beijing Platform of Action in 1995, but problems remain in many aress.

Women continue to suffer from inequality with men. The Economic and Socid Survery of ESCAPIN
2007 estimated that restrictions on women's access to work, education and health services, come a
sgnificant economic cods. It is estimated that about US$42-47 hillion a yeer is lost because of
restrictions on women's access to employment opportunities —and another US$16-30 hillion a year
because of gender gaps in education. In addition to these economic costs, there are large socid and
persond costs. Gender discrimination intheregion ismost vishlein the low access of women and girls
to education and hedth services, to economic opportunities and to political participation. Female
primary school enrolment can be as much as 26% lower than that of males. Further, with morewomen
marrying late, outliving their husbands, and living aone with off springsafter widowhood or separetio n,
the number of femae-headed householdsisincreasing. Inthe current social context, these households
tend to be poorer, to be more vulnerable to any kind of socid didocation, than mae-headed
households.

Thereisastrong need to strengthen dl theinitiativesthat have been launched in favor of womenin order
toredressthestuaion. Further, thetrendsin the variousfieldsof human activity that are emerging need
to be bent in favor of women so that women will have the same opportunities asmen to grow and
meake their contribution to the communities in which they live.

Personswith disability

There are indications that the prevalence of persons with disabilities will increase as the twenty - first
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century unfolds.  Persons born with disabilitieswill be more likely to survive; the high levels of sress
and accidents that modern life generates will result in disabilities; an ageing population will add to the
number of persons suffering from disabilities; and so will victims of wars and conflicts and natura
disasters such as cyclones, earthquakes, floodsand tsunamis Though much has been accomplishedin
the various countries in terms of providing persons with disabilities with a caring and supportive
environment - - marked by appropriate technology, architecture, urban planning -- thisremainsshort of
itsgods.

The firg gep in enhancing the wdl-being of persons with disabilities is to know and understand the
Stuation and concerns of the disabled, including eiminating society’ s negative perception of thissocial
group and promoating their incluson in the socid development process including carrying out those
changes that will enable persons with disabilities to participate in economic and socid activitiesin their
respective communities. In this light, current initiatives in favor of persons with disabilities must be
pushed forward particularly thoserelating to ESCAPinitiatives under the Decade of Disabled Personsin
Asaand the Pacific which was followed by the Biwako Millenium Framework in 2002 Also, efforts
must be exerted to ensure that the trendsin the various spheres of human activity as dready described
make a positive impact on the well- being of personswith dissbilities.

The Convention on the Rights of Personswith Disabilities received its 20" ratification on 3 April 2008,
triggering the entry into force of the Convention and its optiona protocol 30 days later.

Palicy options and future directions

As the mgjor executor of socid development, Governments need to focus their policies towards
specific initiatives and ingrumentalities that contribute to the gpeedy redlization of socid integration
objectives, both at the sectord level and at theleve of the disadvantaged and vulnerable socid groups,
taking into consderation the implications of current trends and issues emerging in the rest of the world.
These policies mugt am a promoting an enabling environment, building capabilities, fostering
partnerships, promoting good governance, and mobilizing regiona support asmeansfor accderatingthe
attainment of the gods of creating a society for al.

An enabling environment

Governments must promote an environment that crestes opportunities for al disadvantaged and
vulnerable socia groups to overcome their limitations whether these are sdlf-arising or imposed by
externa inditutions or practices aswell as develop their capacitiesto benefit from and contribute to the
devdopment of their communities. Thus, the youth need opportunities for education, for skill
development, and for socid interaction that will enablethem to grow, physicaly and spiritudly, asadults.

Women need opportunitiesto be treated as equal s with men, to make gender - specific contributionsto
the growth of society. Older persons reed opportunities not just to live in secured surroundings with
their familiesand friends but to make further contributionsto the enhancement of community life. People
with disabilities need an environment in which their disdbilities are accepted, understood, and
accommodated, and where they are allowed to contribute productively to the society to the fullest
extent.

At another level, Governments must promote an environment that enables various actorsin civil society
to pursue their own tasks and responghilities in the complex process of socid development. This
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environment must enhance the opportunities of the private sector to expand and flourish, of NGOs to
improvether capacitiesfor identifying the needs of people and ddlivering socia services tothem, and of
other members of civil society to make their own contributions towards welfare enhancement of the
people around them.

Aboveal, thisenabling environment must widen theavenues of participation of the peoplethemsdvesin
the formulationand implementation of decisons affecting their lives.

Capability-building

Governments recognize the fundamental importance of capacity-buildinga dl levelsof society for the
accderation of the attainment of socid development objectives. Capacity-huilding requires, at the
samplest level, developing the ahility to identify socid needs and subsequently forming the capacity to
formulate coherent programmes for meeting these needs and monitoring and strengthening these
programmes. The capacity-building programmes must be addressed by the bureaucracy, including
adminigration of loca government units, NGOs and, ultimately, the people themsalves.

In the same context, capacity-building requires the formation and establishment of the capecity to
generateand providefor the essentid socid needsat the community leve. Thismeans encouraging saif-
help organizations, to produce socdl provisons and asssting their members with such support as
financing and credit. The encouragement can include training for technicd and managerid
responghilities.

Governments must strengthen the various capacity- building programmes they have launched and
implemented for concerned sectorsinthepast. They must pursue these programmeswith greater vigor
in the years ahead.

Partner ships

Governments, in the spirit of the millennium development godls, redize that the active participation of

various eements of civil society, including non-governmental organizations, the business sector, trade
unions, professona goups and community-based organizations, is indispensable to the successful

implementation of socid development programs. Governments must mobilize them for that purpose.
While governments, through their auxiliary agencies, will continue to play the leadership rolein policy
meaking, planning and strategy formulation, these organizations can make vital contributionsto resource
mobilization and the actua provison and ddlivery of socid services to target groups.

The media can aso make a contribution to the successful implementation of the countries socid
development agenda. They can dothisthrough the dissemination of information and the heightening of
awarenesson various aspects of the socia devel opment effort and, as a consequence, the gererationof
enlightenment and motivation among the people to act on their own behdf in enhancing their lives and
the conditions in which they live. In the find andyss it is this enlightenment and motivation that will
energize people to become not just the objects of socid development but the means themselves for
making it hgppen. Governments must mobilize the various sectors of civil society, induding the media,
in the implementation of the socia development Agenda to ensure the success of this effort.

Good governance

Governments recognize the fundamenta importance of improving and enhancing their leedership rolein
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the whole socid development processes. Not only should they embark on their own capacity-building
to raisethe efficiency and effectiveness of their people, asaready mentioned, they must raisetheleve of
government performance as awhole. Governments must raise the level of government performance
through the introduction and maintenance of trangparency in al government activities, theenforcement of
acocountability among civil servants, and the encouragement of popular participationin themaking of vital
decisons. Although they have observed these rules of behaviour in the past, Governments must
continualy drive to observe them with grester Strictnessin the future

Regional support

Although firmly committed to principles of sdf-rdiance and sdf-hep in the formulaion and
implementation of their socid devel opment agenda, Governmentsin the region recognize theimportance
and centrdlity of assstance and support that can emanate from the international community. They are
determined to obtain maximum benefits from cooperation amongst themselves and from the assistance
of internationa agencies working in the interest of developing nations like themsdlves.

Governments in the region have underscored the importance of their intergovernmenta cooperation.
For example, they have attached importanceto strengthening the role of ESCAPintheredization of
their socid development gods. ESCAP haslong taken theleading rolein the promotion of international
cooperation for socid development in Adaand the Peacific. It hasfirmly placed the socid dimension of
development on theregional development agenda. Under itsauispices, regiona conferences have been
held to forge a regiona consensus on how to address the serious socid ills that confront individua

countries. Firg among these was the Fourth Asan and Pecific Minigerid Conference on Socid

Welfare and Developrment in Manilain 1991, which launched the Socid Devel opment Strategy for the
ESCAP Region Towards the Year 2000 and Beyond. Next was the Asian and Pecific Ministeria

Conference in Preparation for the World Summit for Socia Development in Manilain 1994, which
adopted thelandmark Agendafor Action on Socid Development inthe ESCAP Region, now known as
the regiona Socid Devdlopment Agenda. It wasfollowed by the Fifth Adan and Pecific Minigterid
Conference on Socia Development in Manilain 1997, which called for the accel erated implementation
of the regiond Socid Development Agenda.

As the foca point of the United Nations in this region, ESCAP has cooperated with other United
Nations bodies and specialized agencies, and intergovernmental organizations such as the Asan
Development Bank, the Association of South East Asan Nations, the Economic Cooperation
Organization, the South Asan Association for Regiona Cooperation and the Pacific Community inthe
anayses of socid and related problerrs in the region and the formulation of action programmes for
addressing these problems. It has disseminated information on progress and issues of socid
development and provided advisory servicesand technical assistance on various areas of socid concern
in the region.

Appreciaing these contributions, Governments in the region must mobilize the specid capatilities of
ESCAPInfinding support from theinternational community in the accd eration of implementation of their
regiond socia development Agerda as they stand on the threshold of the twenty-first century.

Conclusion

The most remarkable festure of socid development in the ESCAP region was its unevenness across
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gpace and irregularity over time. Problems arising from poverty, lack of employment opportunities, and
socid conflictswere degp and extensive in some countriesand much lessso in others. Fromtheearly
1990s when the socid development Agenda of the region was adopted up to the middle of the next
decade, progress in overcoming problems was fairly rapid only to be dowed down and, in some
countries, reversed.

Governments have been the principa agentsfor the creation of a* society for dl” --theultimaieobjective
of socid integration-- where dl members of the society are protected in their human rights and given

fullest leeway inther participation indl significant politica, economic and socid processes. Percaivable
progress has been registered in making government processes transparent; ineiminating discrimination
in erms of age, gender, race, colour or creed; in promoting tolerance for diveraty, socid judtice,

responses to the needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable socid groups, and in addressing problems of

crime, violence, and useof illicit drugs. However, discrimination, political violenceand humantrafficking

perssted in many parts of the region.

Governmentsin the region have gonewd | past planning and targeting in the enhancement of their socid
development capabilities. Most have subgtantialy completed the enactment of enabling laws and the
establishment of appropriate indtitutiona arrangements but many are Hill grappling with limitations in
governance, inditutiona capabilities and financia resources.

In addition to internd difficulties, influences emanating from outside nationa boundaries impacted
adversaly on socid development in many countriesin theregion. Most devastating of these influences
was the food, energy, 1997 financid crids and natura disasters (cyclones, earthquakes, floods and
tsunamis) that swept the Asan and Pacific regionin recent years. The adverse socid impacts of this
phenomenon have been extensively documented el sewhere and will not be described here.  1tisenough
to say that past crises destabilized the globally exposed among the countries- - sharply devauing their
currencies, closing down hundreds of their business establishments, pulverizing thousands of jobs, and
shrinking the incomes of large masses of people, workers and nonworkers alike-- and inthe process
intengified poverty in these countries, reduced the levels of hedth and welfare of their populations, and
disrupted and set back various gainsin the socid fied. Althoughtheimpact waslessharmful intheless
globdly open countries, over time, these isolated countries fared worse than those that were more
globaly integrated.

Thus, athough substantial progress has been achieved, the tasks of sociad development in the region
remain daunting. The goasof socid integration stand mostly unechieved. Theingtrumentsand meansfor
overcoming problemsremain far from being adequate, whilethe certainty of future crises, bethey natural
or man-made, increases the inadequacies

Recommendations

Without prejudice to the Universal Dedaratio n of Human Rights and other sound recommendations
on socid integration | would like to add the following.

(1) Recognition should be degpened that the task of socid integrationis not the responsibility
of governments done but is shared by al sedtors in the economy and society. Governance should
continue to be strengthened, including in particular theimprovement of transparency in decision meking,
the establishment of accountability among civil servants and the eradication of graft and corruptionin
the state bureaucracy;
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(2) Partnerships should continue to be strengthened between government and civil society,
including the private sector, nongovernmenta organizations, community-based organizations,
univergities and research inditutions, family organizations and other stakeholders to maximize ther
contributions to the attainment of socid integration objectives,

(3) All socidly disadvantaged and vulnerable groups including children, women, older persons,
personswith disability, the poor, minority groupsand others should beincluded in the socid integration

agendy

(4) Monitoring and evauation of outcomesshould be made, preferably by anon-partissnmedia, of
al socid integration objectives, and

(5) International @operation should be promoted in the research, development, monitoring and
implementation of socid integration programmes.
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