
 

 

 
 

Explanatory notes 
 
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country or 
territory or of its authorities, or concerning the delirnitations of its frontiers. 

The term "country" as used in the text of this report also refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas. 
Unless otherwise indicated, the following country classification has been used: 

Developed economies: 
North America (excluding Mexico), Southern and Western Europe (excluding Cyprus, Malta and former 

Yugoslavia), Australia, Japan, New Zealand. 

Economies in transition: 
Albania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and the former USSR, comprising the 

Baltic republics and the member countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 

Developing countries: 
Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa, Asia and the Pacific (excluding Australia, Japan and New Zealand), 

Cyprus, Malta, former Yugoslavia. For some analyses, China has been shown separately. 
Developing countries have been subdivided into the following groups: 

Mediterranean: 
Cyprus, Malta, Turkey, former Yugoslavia. 

West Asia: 
Bahrain, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian 

Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, Yemen. 

East Asia: 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Hong Kong SAR, Mongolia, Republic of Korea. China has usually been 

shown separately. 

South Asia: 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka. 

South-East Asia: 
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Pilippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, Viet Nam. 

South and East Asia: 
Unless otherwise stated, South Asia, South-East Asia and East Asia, excluding China. 

Least developed countries (48 countries): 
Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African 

Republic, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, 
Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia. 

Sub-Saharan Africa: 
African continent and nearby islands, excluding North Africa (Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, 

Sudan, Tunisia and Western Sahara). In some analyses Nigeria and South Africa have been excluded. 

North Africa: 
Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Sudan, Tunisia, Western Sahara. 

Arab States: 
Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, Morocco, Somalia,-Sudan, Tunisia, Bahrain, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, Yemen. 



 

 

The designations of country groups in the text and the tables are intended solely for statistical or analytical 
convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the 
development process. 
 


