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Outline of the Presentation

• Child’s Rights Perspective

• Childcare in developing countries

• Determinants of quality child care 

• Conclusion  



Children have right to 
Adaquete Care  
• Non-discrimination (Article 2)

• Best interest of the Child (Article 3)

• Survival and Development (Article 6)

• Protection from harmful practices, abuse and 
neglect (Articles 9, 16, 19, 31..)

• Participation (Article 12)
UNICEF
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WFF Children Declaration 
(2002)

Care for every Child
Children should get the best possible 
start in life.. to be physically healthy, 
mentally alert, emotionally secure, 
socially competent, and able to learn.. 
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Definition of child care
• Childcare is about relationship 

between child and significant 
adult(s) 

• At any particular time, a child can 
be in the care of 
• a family member,
• someone from outside family
• or no one.. (Hein & Cassirer 2010)
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fECD Conceptual framework for SITAN

(3) Access to Services:
Attendance to Early 

Childhood Education
Access to Health Services
Birth Registration…

(1) Early Childhood 
Development Index

(2) Supportive factors:
Caregivers’ engagement with 

young children
Availability of children’s Books 

and playthings

Risk factors:
Inadequate care
Violent Discipline

(4) Status of ECD 
policies
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Ecological Framework for child care  



Assessing quality of care at 
home (MICS 3)

UNICEF  OMEP USA Meeting Orlando 3 November, 
2011

• The availability of children’s books
• The availability and variety of toys and other playthings
• Support for learning (engagement by adults in activities 

that promote learning and school readiness)
• Playing, singing, reading and talking to the child..

• Both positive disciplinary practices and violent forms of 
‘discipline’ or punishment 

• The absence of one or both biological parents 
• Being left alone or with inadequate care.
• Access to organized forms of early childhood care and 

education.



Children living without their biological parents



The poorest children are at greatest risk 
of being left alone or with inadequate care



Poor children less likely to attend child care 
and education programmes
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Adaquate Child Care outside home:

• Physical characteristics – clean, airy and with light,  
hygienic (availability of clean water, latrine) 

• Supplies – food, learning materials, 

• Professional staff - knowledge and skills of 
caregivers, as well as child-caregiver ratio

• Inclusiveness of all children including children with 
disabilities.. 

• Connectedness – to home and others services

• Regulatory processes – auditing system



Child care services 

UNICEF



Child care.. 

UNICEF



Conclusion – reciprocity
• All children have entitlements to good quality 

care and education services whether or not their 
parents need to work or the child is judged to be in need

C.Hein and N. Cassierer (2010- ILO)

• Access to quality, affordable childcare is an 
important determinant of parents’ employment 
opportunities and workplace productivity. 

• Existing services are rarely adequate to meet 
familys’ needs for childcare in general in 
developing countries, the problem is greater. 

UNICEF Type your title in this FOOTER area and in 
CAPS



UNICEF – ILO Initiative: 
Linking Child Care to Decent Work 

UNICEF

• UN Forum – Feb 2012
‘Investing in Child Development and learning: Assuring Equity in 
Decent Work and in Sustainable Development’. 

• Working Paper (on going)
•critical importance of good quality child development services 
for poor working parents and their households. 
•strengthening policy to ensure child care, school attendance, 
after-school services, and preparing youth for decent work. 

• Ministerial Round Table July 3, 2012– to raise the issue 
within the ECOSOC AMR discussions


	The Importance of Quality Child Care for Work-Family Balance
	Outline of the Presentation
	Children have right to Adaquete Care  
	WFF Children Declaration (2002)
	Definition of child care
	Slide Number 6
	Assessing quality of care at home (MICS 3)
	Children living without their biological parents
	The poorest children are at greatest risk�of being left alone or with inadequate care
	 Poor children less likely to attend child care and education programmes
	Adaquate Child Care outside home: �
	Child care services 
	Child care.. 
	Conclusion – reciprocity
	UNICEF – ILO Initiative: �Linking Child Care to Decent Work 

