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Family Policy Developments 

 Background of significant demographic 
changes in Australia in past 4 decades 
 Smaller families; more un-partnered parents; an 

ageing, urbanised, multi-cultural population 
 Major changes include: 

 “no-fault” divorce introduced 1975 
 marriage typically proceeded by co-habitation 
 defacto and same-sex relationships legally 

recognised 



Major family policy changes, cont. 

 Family law reforms focused on shared 
parental responsibility (2006) 

 Family law reforms focused on safety from 
child abuse and family violence (2012) 

 National apologies and learning from 
mistakes of past family separation policies 
relating to out-of-home care, Stolen 
Generations, and forced adoption. 
 



Current policy priorities 

 the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s 
Children 2009–2020 (COAG, 2009); and 

 the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against 
Women and Their Children 2010–2022 (National 
Council to Reduce Violence Against Women and 
Their Children, 2009). 

 Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse by the Australian Government 

 Royal Commission into Family Violence by the 
Victorian state government  



Policy evaluation 

 comprehensive synthesis and desktop review of 
pre-existing information; 

 longitudinal tracking e.g. “Growing Up in Australia” 
 cross-sectional surveys to monitor trends on issues 

such as child care, parental leave and employment 
arrangements;  

 analysis of administrative data; and 
 evaluate implementation of programs, or 

legislative/policy changes. 
 



Working out what works… 

 Systems of support to agencies and service 
providers to know what works, to support 
planning and implementing evidence-based 
programs and services, and evaluate 
innovations 

 Strategic communication to the sector to 
share learnings and engage in knowledge 
creation 



Policy Recommendations 

1. Provide widely available supports for 
families to parent effectively and reduce the 
risk of child abuse/neglect, based on a 
public health model of child abuse 
prevention 

2. Implement systems of support for service 
providers to identify, use, and contribute 
back learnings to an accessible evidence-
base about ‘what works’ in family support. 



Policy Recommendations …. /2 

3. Ensure that violence prevention and family 
support systems are underpinned by a 
family wellbeing framework that recognises 
the cross-disciplinary nature of effective 
interventions, and supported by an 
integrated ‘whole-of-government’ public 
health approach 

4. Learn from past policy mistakes re: forced 
separation between children and their family 
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