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Patrick Parkinson is a professor of law at the University of Sydney, Australia and a 
specialist in family law, child protection and the law of equity and trusts. He was 
President of the International Society of Family Law from 2011-2014. He served from 
2004-2007 as Chairperson of the Family Law Council, an advisory body to the 
Australian Attorney-General, and also chaired a review of the Child Support Scheme 
in 2004-05 which led to the enactment of major changes to the Child Support 
Scheme. Prof. Parkinson is also well-known for his community work concerning child 
protection. He has been a member of the NSW Child Protection Council, and was 
Chairperson of a major review of the state law concerning child protection which led 
to the enactment of the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 
1998. His books include  Australian Family Law in Context (6th ed, 2015), Tradition 
and Change in Australian Law (5th ed, 2013), Family Law and the Indissolubility of 
Parenthood (2011), The Voice of a Child in Family Law Disputes (with Judy 
Cashmore, 2008), Child Sexual Abuse and the Churches (2nd ed, 2003) and 
Principles of Equity (editor, 2nd ed., 2003). 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr. is the Zellerbach Family Professor of Sociology, 
Emeritus, and Research Associate in the Population Studies Center at the University 
of Pennsylvania. His interest in the American family began at Columbia University 
where he received his Ph.D. in 1967. His most recent book is Behind the Academic 
Curtain: How to Find Success and Happiness with a PhD (2013). His previous books 
and articles center on children, youth, families, and the public. His current research 
projects focus on the family in the context of disadvantaged urban neighborhoods, 
adolescent sexual behavior, cross national research on children's well-being, and 
urban education. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
the Institute of Medicine, and the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 

 

 
 
 
 
Marwa Sharafeldin is a women’s rights activist based in Cairo. She has a PhD in 
Law from the University of Oxford. Her research covers Islamic law, international 
human rights law, civil society and women’s rights. She is a campaigner for the 
reform of personal status laws in Egypt and a board member of the Musawah 
International Movement for Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family. She is 
Musawah’s upcoming Executive Director for its Cairo-based Secretariat. She is also 
co-founder of the Network for Women’s Rights Organisations and of the Young Arab 
Feminist Network, as well as NGOs such as Fat’het Kheir and Nahdet el-Mahrousa 
in Egypt. Since the start of the Egyptian revolution she has been involved in several 
women’s groups and activities to advocate for better women’s rights in the 
transitional process and the ensuing constitutional-drafting processes. Marwa is also 
a story collector and a writer. Her writings, which focus on women's issues, are 
published in some of the widely circulated Egyptian newspapers such as Al-Masry 
Al-Youm and Al-Shorouk newspapers. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Fareda Banda is Professor of Law at School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS), University of London where she teaches Human Rights of Women and 
Family Law. She holds a DPhil from University of Oxford and BL Hons, LLB, 
University of Zimbabwe, 1988. She was a Hauser Global Visiting Professor at NYU 
in 2009 and 2014. She has also taught in Harare, Kampala, Onati and Oslo and 
continues to teach women’s rights on the Oxford human rights summer programme. 
Her publications include Women, Law and Human Rights: An African Perspective 
(2005); Gender, Minorities and Indigenous Peoples with Christine Chinkin (2004), a 
number of book chapters and articles on international human rights, women and 
family laws and a report for the UN OHCHR Mechanism to Address Laws that 
Discriminate against Women. She is currently co-editing (with Lisa Fishbayn) a book 
on Gender, Religion and Equality to be published by Routledge. 
 

 

 
 
Srimati Basu is Associate Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies and 
Anthropology at the University of Kentucky, working on property, law, marriage, 
intimacy, violence and popular culture. She is the author of the monographs The 
Trouble with Marriage: Feminists Confront Law and Violence in India (University of 
California Press, 2015) and She Comes to Take Her Rights: Indian Women, Property 
and Propriety (SUNY Press, 1999), has edited the Dowry and Inheritance volume in 
the Women Unlimited series Issues in Indian Feminism (2005), and co-edited (with 
Lucinda Ramberg) the anthology Conjugality Unbound: Sexual Economy and the 
Marital Form in India (Women Unlimited, 2014). She is a contributing blogger to Ms. 
Magazine Online and to Kafila. 
 

 
 


