
 
 

Advancing Social Integration & Intergenerational Solidarity 
 

Panel discussion 
 in observance of the International Day of Families 2013 

 
Biographical Notes of Panellists 

 
 
H.E. Mr. Carlos Enrique Garcia Gonzales was appointed as Permanent 
Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations on February 1, 2013. He 
is a career diplomat that had served his country in the United Nations since 
July 1, 1996. Ambassador Carlos García has been in charge of the economic, 
financial, social, peace and security, peace building, humanitarian, 
environmental and human rights issues during his post in New York. 
 
In this regard, he has represented El Salvador in the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC); the Commission for Social Development; the former 
Commission on Human Rights; the Commission on the Status of Women; the 
Commission on Population and Development; the Peacebuilding Commission 
as well as the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA/ UNOPS; the Executive 
Board of UNICEF and the former Executive Board of INSTRAW. 
 
Ambassador Carlos Garcia is currently Vice-Chairman of the Commission for 
Social Development 2013-2014; Vice-Chairman of the Commission on the 
Status of Women 2012-2013 and served as Vice-President of the Executive 
Board of UNDP-UNFPA UNOPS in 2011. He also had served as Vice-
Chairman of the Second Committee during the 64º session of the General 
Assembly; Vice-Chairman of the Third Committee during the 56th and 59th 
sessions of the General Assembly; Vice-Chairman of the former Executive 
Board of INSTRAW 2004-2006 and as Rapporteur of the Joint Executive 
Boards field visits to Guatemala (2004) and Azerbaijan (2005). 
 
The Ambassador holds a Special Course’s degree in International Relations 
from the Diplomatic Academy of Madrid (Spain) and a bachelor’s degree in 
International Relations from the University of El Salvador.  
 
Ms. Elizabeth Niland is Associate Social Affairs Officer for the Division for 
Social Policy and Development in the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, focusing on youth issues. Amongst her duties she oversees the UN 
youth delegate programme and works closely with the inter agency network 
on youth development. She was actively engaged in the preparations for and 
observance of the International Year of Youth. She holds a Bachelor of Social 
Science and a Master of European Economics and Public Affairs. Prior to 
joining the United Nations, Ms Niland worked for over 7 years for youth based 
organizations and child rights NGOs, with a special focus on youth/child 
participation in decision making. 
 



 
Ms. Donna Butts is the Executive Director of Generations United, a position 
she has held since 1997. The mission of Generations United is to improve the 
lives of children, youth and older people through intergenerational 
collaboration, public policies, and programmes for the enduring benefit of all. 
For more than 35 years, Ms. Butts has worked tirelessly to promote the well-
being of children, youth and older adults through nonprofit organizations 
across the country and around the world. In 2004, Donna was honored with 
the National Council on Aging's Jack Ossofsky Award for Leadership, 
Creativity, and Innovation in Programs and Services for Older Persons. She 
served as a 2005 delegate to the White House Conference on Aging. An 
internationally known speaker, commentator and advocate, she has written 
countless articles, chapters and publications regarding the welfare of children, 
youth and older adults and the imperative of intergenerational solidarity. She 
is a former chair of the International Consortium of Intergenerational 
Programmes (ICIP) and serves on the board of the Journal of 
Intergenerational Relationships. Donna participated in four United Nations 
expert group meetings held in Seoul, South Korea, New York and Doha, 
Qatar. She is a graduate of Stanford University’s Executive Program for 
Nonprofit Leaders and was recognized in 2012 by The Nonprofit Times as 
one of the Top 50 most powerful and influential nonprofit executives in the 
nation. 
 
Ms. Theresa Knox, Programme Director, Intergenerational Work Study 
Program, NYC Department for the Aging.  
 
Ms. Theresa Knox is the Program Director of the Intergenerational Work 
Study Program for the NYC Department for the Aging.  She has worked for 21 
years of the Program’s 26 year history.  Formerly serving as senior program 
coordinator and former Field Director, she has seen the program evolve under 
the last four Mayors and city Commissioners as well as Department of 
Education Chancellors. Intergenerational programming is Theresa’s passion.  
The program is currently collaborating with 18 city high schools and numerous 
nursing homes and senior centers throughout NYC.  A graduate of John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, she hails from Brooklyn, NY and now calls the 
Bronx her home.  
 


