Tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Family

Panel Discussion
Monday, 6 December 2004

United Nations Headquarters, Conference Room 1

3 – 6 p.m.
The panel is organized jointly by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the New York NGO Committee on the Family.  It will be composed of five speakers: Ms. Ana Teresa Aranda; Mr. Edwin Judd (UNICEF); Ms. Aminata Toure (UNFPA); Dr. Mark Belsey; and Dr. Masako Ishii-Kuntz.  Mr. Johan Schölvinck, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development, UNDESA, will moderate the panel.
Ana Teresa Aranda 
Director General for the Mexican System of Integral Development of the Family (DIF) since 2001 and Chairperson of the Council of the Interamerican Institute for Children of the Organization of American States (OAS) since October 2004.  The presentation will refer to the Mexican experience in public policies related to families and the diagnosis of the family in Mexico, which has been one of the major programmes carried out by DIF.

Edwin Judd

Director, Programme Division, United Nations Childrens’ Fund.  Mr. Judd plays a central role in guiding UNICEF programmes toward the achievement of UNICEF’s Medium Term Strategic Plan, which supports global efforts toward the Millennium Development Goals.  

Aminata Toure 

Technical Adviser in the Gender, Culture and Human Rights Branch, UNFPA.  Her presentation, “Strengthening the capacity of families through the implementation of the ICPD plan of Action: UNFPA perspective”, will focus on strategies and experiences in  key areas of support to families, as  contributions to mitigating poverty affecting families.
Mark Belsey

Author of the forthcoming UNDESA publication AIDS and the Family: Policy Options for a Crisis in Family Capital.  During his 24 years with the World Health Organization, Mark Belsey served as Chief Medical Officer and Programme Manager of the Programme of Maternal and Child Health and Family Planning, and was the focal point for Family Health and the International Year of the Family.  

Masako Ishii-Kuntz 
Associate Professor of Sociology, University of California, Riverside. Her research focuses on antecedents to father’s involvement in child care and housework as well as consequences of paternal involvement on various child development outcomes. Her current research examines Japanese advocacy groups for shared parenting between mothers and fathers in order to better understand how Japanese fathers are able to balance work and family demands. 
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