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FAMILY UNIT

The Follow up to the Internationa
Year of the Family is the responsibility
of the Famly Unit, Division for Soci al
Pol i cy and Devel opnent within the
Depart ment of Econom ¢ and Soci al
The followup activities to the
International Year of the Family are in
accordance with intergovernnmental mandates
e.g. General Assenbly resolutions 50/142
of 21 Decenber 1995 and 52/81 of 12
Decenmber 1997 respectively. [The Famly
Unit wel cones ongoing information and data
on fam ly-rel ated policies and programmes
from concerned actors and focal points].

Affairs.

A Current Review of |YF Foll ow up

The International Year of the Fanmly
(1994) was the result of the concern and
i nterest denonstrated by the internationa
community to address famly issues within
the context of devel opnent. The Year has
hel ped to bring the subject of the famly
i nto thinking about devel opment and into
the international dialogue on that issue.

However, |YF follow up, unlike the
foll owup of other recently observed
i nternational years or simlar events,
been hanpered by a nunber of speci al
factors. First, there is a |ack of
consensus on term nol ogy and basic
definitions. Second, the Year did not
result in a global instrument setting
standards and incorporating a plan of
action. Consequently, the process of
‘follow up’ is nore conplex in the famly
area than in others.
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To neet the challenge, the
Secretariat has nmade concerted efforts to
nove the discourse froma focus on
definitions and prescriptive and val ue
judgnments to an enphasis on an increased
under st andi ng of the social, econom c and
cultural processes that affect the
institution of the famly in the
performance of its central and irreducible

functions in any society. For this reason
the Secretariat will continue to concentrate
on: (a) pronoting international devel oprment
cooperation in the area of famlies; (b)
pronmoting the objectives of I'YF within the
context of the 5-year reviews of the Wrld

Sunmmit for Social Devel opnent; and (c) as
part of its work on policy analysis, nonitor
anal yze and eval uate gl obal, social and

econom c trends that inpact on fanmlies and
identify new and energing famly issues
requiring attention by the gl obal conmunity.

The main responsibilities of the
Secretariat continue to be: (a) substantive
servicing of interCGovernnental bodies of the
United Nations; (b) assisting Governnments in
t he devel opnent, inplenmentation and
eval uation of appropriate famly-rel ated
policies, programres and initiatives within
the context of the IYF framework; (c)
facilitating and pronoting internationa
cooperation in the field of famly research
(d) strengthening |inks between the United
Nati ons and civil society; and (e) providing
techni cal assistance through the UN Trust
Fund on Fam |y Activities. The current
activities under these headings are
sunmari zed bel ow.

Subst antive servicing of Inter-
&overnnmental bodies, in particular the
Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent, the
Econonmi ¢ and Soci al Council and the Genera
Assenbly is a core responsibility

The fam |y focus has been integrated
into the multi-year work programme of the
Conmmi ssion for Social Devel opment, which has
been entrusted with the primry
responsibility for inplementing the outcone
of the Social Summit. In this connection
the report of the Secretary General on the
follow up to the Social Summit, which will be
submtted to the thirty-eighth session of the
Conmmi ssion, will include an anal ysis of
famly-related i ssues, as relevant. Al so,
the report of the UN workshop on Technol ogy
and Famlies, held in Dublin from 6-10
October 1998 will be submitted to the sane
session. The Technol ogy and Family activity
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shoul d be seen as a proposed concrete
initiative for consideration by the

Conmi ssion to inplenment the overarching
goal of strengthening social integration.

The Secretariat (D vision for Soci al
Pol i cy and Devel opnent) supported during
1996- 1999 the worl dwi de observance of the
International Day of Families (15 May) by
prepari ng background information on the
famly for use by CGovernnents, the UN
system including the regiona
conmi ssions, and UN Information Centre’s
and NGOs. An annual nessage of the
Secretary General was prepared for wde
di stribution. The International Day of
Fam |ies during the above nentioned years
was observed in many countries. A notable
recent event was the celebration of the
Day at UNHQ in May 1999 with the First
Lady of Venezuel a as guest speaker

During 1998-1999, the Secretari at
initiated and pronoted a nunmber of action-

oriented research and case studies on
famly issues. In cooperation with the

I nternational Federation of Training and
Devel opnent Organi zation, A Survey of

Nati onal Famly Policies (Argentina,
Egypt, India and the Netherlands) was
conducted on an inportant issue
confronting famly policy makers - the

bal ance between work and famly
responsibilities and the need to advance
famly-friendly policies in the workpl ace;
Sel ected Country Profiles on Famly
Pol i ci es and Programmes is underway

descri bing a survey of national actions on
famly related issues in Austria,

Caner oon, Janai ca and the Republic of

Kor ea.

The UN Wor kshop on Technol ogy and
Fam lies, held in Dublin, Ireland from 6-
10 October 1998, organized by the
Depart ment of Econom c and Social Affairs,
in cooperation with the Governnent of
Ireland, and in association with Quest
Canpus, provided a forumto address the
nature, forms and extent of technol ogica
change and its inpact on famlies.

The Secretariat has strengthened the

consultative process with non-Gvernnenta

organi zations at all levels, research and
academi c institutions and foundati ons

t hrough di al ogue, neetings and through
financi al support provided by the UN Trust
Fund on Family Activities. The nature of
t hese consultations has ranged from

i nformati on exchange, organi zation of
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nmeetings, funding requests, research
promotion of |YF objectives, etc.

The first United Nations Consultative
Meeting of Regional and International NG3s on
the Fami |y organi zed by the Secretariat was
held on 9 February 1998 in New York, in
conjunction with the 36'" session of the
Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent, held from
10-20 February 1998. It was attended by 6
i nternational fam |y Non-Governnent a
organi zations. The aimwas to di scuss areas
of coll aboration between the Secretariat and
t he Non- Cover nnental sector

The New York NGO Conmittee on the
Fam |y, the Vienna NGO Committee on the
Fam |y, the Bratislava Institute for Fanmly
Studi es, the Asia-Pacific Forumon Famlies,
and the International Federation for Training
and Devel oprment Organi zation provide a
val uabl e I'ink between the UN and civil
soci ety organi zations on famly issues. The
Secretariat has also facilitated networking
and an exchange of information with civil
soci ety through the Internet and a bi-nmonthly
circular letter.

Core activities and objectives of the
Depart ment of Economi c and Social Affairs of
the United Nations include increasing
awar eness about issues that affect famlies.
Projects funded by the United Nations Trust
Fund on Fam |y Activities contributed to such
actions.

The United Nations Trust Fund on Fanmily
Activities provides financial assistance for
activities specific to fanmlies and projects
of direct benefit to them with a special
focus on | east devel oped and devel opi ng
countries, as well as countries with
economies in transition. Pursuant to the
gui dance received fromthe CGeneral Assenbly
for use of the resources of the Fund,
priority in the allocation of grants is given
to catalytic and innovative activities
related to fanmilies and to reinforce fam|y-
rel ated concerns in mainstream devel oprent .
The areas are: (a) building nationa
capabilities in | east devel oped and
devel opi ng countries, and countries with
econom es in transition; (b) assessnents and
eval uations of strategies, policies and
programes; and (c) awareness buil di ng and
rel ated conmuni cati ons support neasures in
the context of national devel oprent.

Since 1996 to the present the UN Trust
Fund on Fam |y Activities has received nearly
100 requests for assistance. It has provided
nearly $251,653 in grants to catalytic and
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i nnovative projects in the field of the
famly. The projects supported by the UN
Trust Fund for Family Activities have been
at all levels and included policy support
actions through research, neetings and
conmmuni ty-based activities.

The demand for assistance fromthe
Fund is high but contributions to it have
been declining. Only one Menber State
contributed to the Fund in 1998. Even so,
t he Fund has succeeded in supporting a
di verse range of activities through
various co-financing arrangenents, its
direct contribution averagi ng $20, 000 per
proj ect .

Future activities will be directed
to encourage reflection on the type of
strategi es that would neet various famly
needs worl dwi de. This should facilitate
inter alia the integration of a fanmly
conponent in national devel opnent
strategies and plans. In this regard, the
Secretariat has initiated discussions with
the University of Delaware [USA] on
conveni ng an Expert Goup Meeting on the
Devel opnent of a Franmework on Famly
Policies to be held in May 2000.

Mor eover, the Secretariat intends to
organi ze in the year 2001 an Interregiona
Expert G oup Meeting on the Identification
of Indicators Relating to the Situation of
Fam lies.. This would help Governments to
gat her and investigate data about trends
in famly formul ation, structure and
di ssolution. Research will also be
undert aken on enpl oynent and fam|y-
supportive environments in sel ected
countries (2000) and on the inpact of
education, information and comuni cation
technol ogy on famlies as a followup to
t he UN Wor kshop on Technol ogy (2001).
These studies will provide a basis for the
el aboration of policies and programmes,

i ncluding systematic and integrated
approaches to the design, inplenentation
and eval uation of policies for famlies.

The Secretariat will continue to
encour age research and di scussion of a
range of famly issues with a focus on
areas of agreenent and policy rel evance.
In this regard, it is establishing an
inter-university network on famly-policy
devel opnent. d obal conparative studies
on selected issues in famly-sensitive
policy design will also be conducted to
i nprove accessibility of globa
i nformati on on the |YF objectives and
strategy at all levels. A D rectory of
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Focal Points on the Famly will
peri odi cal ly.
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