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The Follow up to the International Year of
the Famly is the responsibility of the
Famly Unit, Division for Social Policy
and Devel oprment within the Departnent of
Econonmic and ocial Affairs. The follow up
activities to the International Year of
the Fam |y are in accordance with

i ntergovernmental nandates e.g. Cenera
Assenbly resol utions 50/ 142 of 21 Decenber
1995, 52/81 of 12 Decenber 1997, and

54/ 124 of 17 Decenber 1999 respectively.
[The Fam |y Unit wel comes ongoi ng

i nformati on and data on fanmily-rel ated
pol i cies and programes from concerned
actors and focal points].

| NTERNATI ONAL FEDERATON OF TRAI NI NG AND
DEVELOPMENT ORGANI SATI ONS [ | FTDO

The International Federation of
Trai ni ng and Devel opment O gani sation
Ltd. presented an award to the Famly Unit
within the Division for Social Policy and
Devel opnent. This Award testifies to the
cl ose col | aborati on between the United
Nati ons and I FTDO i n providing a val uabl e
resource to policy makers on the inportant
i ssue concerning the organic |inkage
between fam |y support and the econonic
productivity of individual fam |y nenbers.

The Award was presented in London on
the occasion of |FTDO s 29" Annual d oba
Conference during the period of the
conference 3-6 April 2000.

THE TENTH ANNI VERSARY OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL
YEAR OF THE FAM LY

The Family Unit will be responsible
for coordinating the preparation for and
observance of, the 10'" Anniversary of the
| YF.

The idea for the Tenth Anniversary
of the International Year of the Famly
arose in late 1999. The deliberations of
the Third Conmittee during the 54'" session

of the General Assenbly in Cctober 1999 |ed
to, anong other things, the introduction of a
resolution entitled “Followup to the
International Year of the Famly”. It was
sponsored by the representative of Benin on
behal f of Bangl adesh, Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cote d' Ivoire, the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo, Ecuador, Chana, Liberia, Ml aysia,

Ni geria, Panama, the Philippines, Senegal
Thai |l and, Trinidad and Tobago. Subsequently,
Anti gua and Barbuda, Barbados, Botswana,
Caneroon, the Congo, Croatia, the Dom nican
Republic, Equatorial Quinea, Eritrea, France,
the Ganbi a, Ghana, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Madagascar, Malta, Mongolia, Portugal, the
Russi an Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, San Marino, Sierra Leone, South
Africa, Spain, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe joined in
sponsoring the draft resolution and

Bangl adesh, Burkina Faso and Nigeria w thdrew
t heir sponsorship.

The text of General Assenbly resolution
54/ 124 of 17 Decenber 1999 entitled “Fol | ow
up to the International Year of the Famly”
i s bel ow

RESOLUTI ON ADOPTED BY THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
54/ 124.

Foll owup to the International Year

of the Famly

The General Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8
Decenmber 1989, 46/92 of 16 Decenber 1991
47/ 237 of 20 Septenber 1993, 50/142 of 21
Decenmber 1995 and 52/81 of 12 Decenber 1997
concerning the procl amation, preparations for
and observance of the International Year of
the Fam |y

Recogni zi ng that the basic objective of
the followup to the International Year of
the Fam |y should be to strengthen and
support famlies in performng their societa
and devel oprental functions and to build upon
their strengths, in particular at the
nati onal and | ocal |evels,
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Noting that the fam |ly-rel ated
provi sions of the outcones of the world
conferences of the 1990s continue to
provi de policy guidance on ways to
strengthen fam |ly-centred conmponents of
policies and programes as part of an
i nt egrated conprehensive approach to
devel opnent,

Enphasi zi ng that equality between
worren and nmen and respect for the rights
of all famly nenbers is essential to
famly well-being and to society at |arge

Noting with concern that the
contributions to the United Nations Trust
Fund on Fanmily Activities have steadily
decreased, reducing its resource base,
that, unless this trend is reversed and
t he Fund strengthened, many priority
concerns relating to famly issues wll
not be net,

and

Havi ng considered the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral on the followup to the
International Year of the Famly
( A/ 54/ 256) ,

1. Takes note of the report of the
Secretary General and the reconmendati ons
cont ai ned t herein;

2. Invites Governnments to continue
their actions to build famly-friendly
societies, inter alia, by pronoting the
rights of individual famly nenbers, in
particul ar gender equality and the rights
of the child,

3. Urges Governments to continue to
take sustained action at all |evels
concerning famly issues, including
studi es and applied research, to pronote
the role of fanmilies in devel opnment and to
devel op concrete neasures and approaches
to address national priorities to dea

with fam ly issues;

4. Reconmends that all relevant actors
i ncl udi ng Governments, research and
academ c institutions and civil society,
contribute to devel opi ng strategi es and
programes ai med at strengthening the
economni ¢ and sustainable |ivelihood of
fam i es;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
continue to play an active role in
facilitating international cooperation
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within the framework of the followup to the
International Year of the Family, to
facilitate the exchange of experiences and

i nformati on anong Governnments on effective
policies and strategies, to facilitate
techni cal assistance, with a focus on | east
devel oped and devel oping countries, and to

encour age the organi zati on of subregional and
i nterregi onal neetings and rel evant research
6. Invites the Conmmi ssion for Social

Devel opnent, when adopting its next nulti-
year programme of work, to consider
undertaking a review of the gl obal situation

of the famly in 2004, bearing in mnd that,
in different cultural, political and soci al
systens, various fornms of the famly exist;

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-
si xth session, through the Comn ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent and t he Economi c and
Soci al Council, on the appropriate ways and
means to observe the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Famly.

83'¢ pl enary neeting
17 Decenber 1999
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