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The Follow up to the International
Year of the Family is the responsibility
of the Family Unit, Division for Social
Policy and Development within the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 
The follow-up activities to the
International Year of the Family are in
accordance with intergovernmental mandates
e.g. General Assembly resolutions 50/142
of 21 December 1995, 52/81 of 12 December
1997, and 54/124 of 17 December 1999
respectively. [The Family Unit welcomes
ongoing information and data on family-
related policies and programmes from
concerned actors and focal points].        
   
FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE FAMILY UNIT       
                                           
      Future activities will be directed
towards encouraging reflection on the type
of strategies that would meet various
family needs worldwide.  This should
facilitate, inter alia, the integration of
a family component in national development
strategies and plans.  In this regard, the
Secretariat is planning on convening an
Expert Group Meeting on the Development of
a Framework on Family Policies to be held
in October 2000.                           
                                           
      Moreover, the Secretariat intends 
to organize, in the year 2001, an
Interregional Expert Group Meeting on the
Identification of Indicators Relating to
the Situation of Families.  This would
help Governments to gather and investigate
data on trends on family formulation,
structure and dissolution.  Research will
also be undertaken on Employment and
Family-Supportive Environments in Selected
Countries (2000) and on the impact of
education, information and communication
technology on families, as a follow-up to
the United Nations Workshop on Technology
(2001).  These studies will provide a
basis for the elaboration of policies and
programmes, including systematic and
integrated approaches to the design,

implementation and evaluation of policies for
families.                                    
The Secretariat will continue to encourage
research and discussion of a range of family
issues with a focus on areas of agreement and
policy relevance.  In this regard, it is
establishing an inter-university network on
family-policy development.  Global
comparative studies on selected issues in
family-sensitive policy design will also be
conducted to improve accessibility of global
information on the Year objectives and
strategy at all levels.  A Director of Focal
Points on the Family will be prepared
periodically.                                 
                                         The
Home Page of Family Unit of the Division for
Social Policy and Development within the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs is
now available to concerned partners.  The
home page address is:
www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/index.html       
                                              
Tenth Anniversary of the International Year
of the Family                                 
                                              
      The report of the Secretary General
entitled “Follow-up to the International Year
of the Family” is the third biennial report
on follow-up activities.  The report
highlights activities of governments, the UN
system, the NGOs and academic institutions. 
It underlines a number of problem areas,
requiring attention at all levels, such as
the need to develop common ground and common
understanding among constituencies viewing
family issues from different perspectives. 
The report describes the efforts made by the
Secretariat to move the debate from a
preoccupation with definitions and concern
with value judgments to an emphasis on
understanding the dynamics and processes that
affect the institution of the family in the
performance of its pivotal functions.         
                                              
      The report proposes that: (a)
Governments need to improve the knowledge
base through research and data collection and
collaboration at all levels, with the
supporting role of the UN system; (b)
priority should be given to the building-up
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of local capacity in developing countries
and in countries with economies in
transition to the training of personnel to
formulate, implement, monitor and evaluate
appropriate family-related policies and
programmes; and( c) that it is not too
early to begin thinking on the most
appropriate way of observing the 10th

Anniversary of International Year of the
Family in the year 2004 in order to
strengthen follow-up, especially at the
national and local levels”.                
                                 

The deliberations of the Third
Committee during the 54th session of the
General Assembly in October 1999 led to,
among other things, the introduction of a 
resolution entitled “Follow-up to the
International Year of the Family”.  It was
sponsored by the representative of Benin
on behalf of Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina
Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, Ghana,
Liberia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Panama, the
Philippines, Senegal, Thailand, Trinidad
and Tobago.  Subsequently, Antigua and
Barbuda, Barbados, Botswana, Cameroon, the
Congo, Croatia, the Dominican Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, France, the
Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Ireland, Italy,
Madagascar, Malta, Mongolia, Portugal, the
Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, San Marino, Sierra Leone,
South Africa, Spain, Zambia and Zimbabwe
joined in sponsoring the draft resolution
and Bangladesh, Burkina Faso and Nigeria
withdrew their sponsorship. 

      The relevant operative paragraph of
Resolution 54/124 of 17 December 1999
“Requests the Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth
session, through the Commission for Social
Development and the Economic and Social
Council, on the appropriate ways and means
to observe the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family in 2004". 
                                          
VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON THE FAMILY         
                                           
      During 1999, the Vienna NGO
Committee on the Family concentrated its
resources on five areas of focus:          
                                        
(1)   servicing the network, among other
things, through Families International;    
                                        
(2)   a follow-up seminar, for Central and
Eastern European NGOs, to increase their
self-management skills, with the ultimate
aim of linking with each other, as well as
with local and national authorities and

relevant international institutions, in co-
operation with the Austrian Ministry for the
Environment, Youth and the Family;  (3)   a
pilot project, on family-oriented NGOs in
African countries;                  (4)  
submitting a statement to the 38th session of
the Commission for Social Development at the
United Nations in New York; and               
                                              
                  (5)   Celebrating the
annual International Day of Families on May
15th with a forum at the United Nations in
Vienna, on “Aspects of Intergenerational
Relationships” to highlight the International
Year for Older Persons in 1999.               
                                              
                                Mr. Peter
Crowley, Chairperson of the Committee
attended the 38th session of the Commission
for Social Development, which was held from
8-17 February 2000.  During that time, Mr.
Crowley discussed issues of mutual interest
with Mr. Amr Ghaleb, Officer-in-Charge of the
Family Unit, DSPD, DESA; had a discussion
with Mr. Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs, in his
office; presented a statement to the
Commission for Social Development and
attended a one-day UN NGO Committee meeting
organized by the Family Unit of the Division
for Social Policy and Development.            
                                        
NATIONAL PROGRAMMES ON FAMILY - U.S.A.        
                                              
      The 8th Biennial National Conference is
scheduled to be held on 26-29 April 2000 at
the Chicago Marriott Hotel.  The theme is:
“Family Support America: Putting Family
Support on the Map for the Next Century”. 
Held every two years, the Conference provides
an opportunity for attendees to network,
share information, and learn new strategies
to strengthen and support America’s children
and families.                                 
                                              
      Participants will be parent leaders and
professionals from across the U.S.  In
addition to parents, attendees include social
workers, government agency personnel,
academics, researchers, policymakers,
teachers, health care workers, and human
resource professionals.  The sponsors are:
Allstate Insurance Co., AT&T, Citigroup,
Corporate Family Solutions, GE Capitol
Services, Household International, IBM, Koala
Corporation, Kraft, Johnson & Johnson, and
Work/Family Directions.                       
                                             
      ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES      
                                              
      The Alliance for Children and Families
formed in October 1998 when Family Service
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America (established 1911) and the
National Association of Homes and Services
for Children (established 1975) merged. 
The Alliance, an international, non-profit
association representing approximately 350
child- and family-service organizations,
has its headquarters in Milwaukee with a
public policy office in Washington, DC. 
The Alliance is dedicated to strengthening
families and children and the communities
in which they live through services,
information, education, and advocacy.  The
Alliance membership constitutes one of the
oldest and largest network of community-
centered family and child counseling and
support services in North America, serving
nearly four million people annually in
over 2,000 communities with 40,000
professionals and volunteers.              
                                           
       The mission of the Alliance for
Children and Families is to strengthen the
capacity of its members and be a national
voice for children, families, and
communities.                               
                                           
       The Alliance fulfills its mission
to advocate for children, families and
communities by:                            
                                           
 -     advocating for sound public
policies on behalf of its more than 350
member agencies and those whom they serve; 
                                           
-     playing an effective role in the
public policy arena to advance issues that
benefit providers and recipients of
services;                                  
                                           
-     recognizing the inter-relatedness of
national, state, and local policies and
their effect on those served; and          
                                         
-     respecting diversity and working
toward eliminating racism and intolerance
in all of its forms and promoting equity
for all citizens.

      The Alliance supports children,
families, and seniors through its member
network, its programmes, and its federal-
state policy work with:                    
                                          
-     the public policy programme to
represent common interests to federal and
state policy makers and government
agencies;                                  
                                           
-     the Severson National Information
Center, which functions as a national
clearinghouse on family issues and state
of the art services to families;           

                                            - 
   the Institute for Family Studies, which
provides research and reports on shifting
social trends and their efforts on family and
community life;                               
                           -     a
communications programme to disseminate the
network’s concerns and achievements through
the mass media;                               
                        -     publication of
the professional journal, Families in
Society, Caring, a quarterly magazine; The
Insider, a monthly advocacy newsletter; and
materials and other information for the child
and family serving field;                     
                                              
                 -     technical assistance
to increase local agency capacity to develop
programmes that serve families, children,
seniors, and their communities and to improve
programme and management practices; and       
                                              
             -     national and regional
training programmes, conferences, and
seminars to further develop professional and
volunteer leadership.                         
                                              
                The Alliance for Children and
Families is dedicated to a programme of
services, information, education, and
advocacy to build the capacity of its member
organizations; to mobilize them to
effectively serve families, children, and
communities and to lead a movement to
strengthen stable and resourceful families
and communities.                              
                                      The
International Day of Families                 
                                              
  The theme of this year’s International Day
of Families [15 May] is: “Families - Agents
and Beneficiaries of Development and Social
Progress”.
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