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PROGRAMME ON THE FAMILY 
 
         Preparations for the Tenth Anniversary of the    
International Year of the Family (2004) is the    
responsibility of the Programme on the Family, Division for 
Social Policy and Development within the Department of   
Economic and Social Affairs.                 
 
Preparation for and observance of the tenth 
anniversary of the International Year of the Family 
(2004) 
 

By its resolution 2003/10 of 21 July 2003, the 
Economic and Social Council recommended to the General 
Assembly the adoption of a draft resolution entitled, 
“Preparation for and observance of the tenth anniversary of 
the International Year of the Family in 2004”. The draft 
resolution, inter alia, requested the Secretary-General to 
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-ninth session, 
through the Commission for Social Development and the 
Economic and Social Council, on the final preparations for 
the observance of the tenth anniversary of the Year at all 
levels.  On the basis of this draft resolution, the Secretariat 
prepared a Note Verbale (CSD/IYF/2003/01 of 8 May 2003) 
which was sent to all Member States.   

 
The General Assembly, at its 58th session, amended 

the draft proposed by the Economic and Social Council and 
adopted resolution (A/C.3/58/L.2 and A/C.3/58/L.48) which, 
inter alia, requested the Secretary-General to present an 
interim report to the Commission for Social Development … 
on the preparations for and the celebration of the tenth 
anniversary of the International Year of the Family at all 
levels. The report has been prepared in response to the 
request by the General Assembly.  As an interim report, it 
provides a brief overview of significant aspects of the 
preparations for the anniversary, on the basis of responses 
received to the Note Verbale.  It also suggests 
recommendations for follow-up actions. 
Current Information 

 
The preparations for the tenth anniversary have 

encouraged broad participation and partnerships of 
administrators and planners working for Governments, as well 
as members of family organizations, community groups and 
other actors to improve family policies, through efforts to raise 
awareness on conditions of families, identify problems, set 
priorities, determine resources, establish policies, implement 
programmes and evaluate outcomes.  Achievements have been 
recorded.  Many Governments have formulated “family-
sensitive” policies and improved national capacity for their 
implementation. The family has been increasingly recognized as 
an object and agent of social policy in many countries, and 
mechanisms devoted to family policy and research have been 
developed or strengthened.   

 
 The focus of activities for the observance of the tenth 
anniversary remains at the national and local levels.  The 
General Assembly suggested that Governments take two 
specific organizational measures in order to promote effective 
national action:  establishment of a national coordination 
mechanism and formulation of a national programme of action 
to observe the tenth anniversary. Thus, the salient features of 
national action for the observance of the tenth anniversary 
centre around these two organizational measures, the national 
priorities identified and the corresponding programme and 
policy initiatives to address them. 
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