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PROGRAMME ON THE FAMILY

        Preparations for the Tenth Anniversary of the   
International Year of the Family (2004) is the   
responsibility of the Programme on the Family,
Division for Social Policy and Development within the
Department of   Economic and Social Affairs.             
     
The United Nations System

Numerous entities of the United Nations
system, including the regional commissions, have
undertaken specific measures to prepare for and
observe the anniversary especially in regard to
awareness-raising. In particular, the Public Affairs
Division and the Information Centres Service of the
Department of Public Information are collaborating
with the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
in organizing the 15 May annual International Day of
Families at United Nations Headquarters, thereby
delivering family-related messages throughout the
world.

The Food and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations adopted the Third Plan of Action on
Gender and Development (2002-2007). The plan
addresses the capacities of family members, women
and men alike, to achieve both sustainable livelihoods
and household food security. Its main objectives are to
promote gender equality (a) in access to sufficient,
safe and nutritionally adequate food; (b) in policy and
decision-making processes at all levels in the
agricultural and rural sector; and (c) in opportunities
for on- and off-farm rural employment. 

The Family and Community Health Cluster of the
World Health Organization has been involved in various
areas of concern to families, including child and
adolescent health, safer pregnancy and reproductive
health and the effects of HIV/AIDS on family life. Efforts
by the World Health Organization have continued to
enhance international cooperation on family-related
issues. It remains active in providing guidance on ways to
strengthen family-centred components of policies and
programmes. 

Besides the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the World Health Organization,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) and the International Labour
Organization are also active in the areas of advocacy and
exchange of experiences concerning the family. For
example, UNESCO will organize regional consultations
in 2003 on family-support policies and the International
Labour Organization is encouraging Governments to
develop policies and programmes concerning the
reconciliation of professional and family life. 

Regional Economic Commission

The United Nations regional commissions have
continued their active involvement in preparing for the
tenth anniversary. The commissions are uniquely placed
to interact on an ongoing basis with national authorities
and civil society to assess and address family-related
needs at the regional level. 
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In 2004, the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific will carry out family-related
activities in the context of regional implementation of
the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing,
2002 and the Macao Plan of Action on Ageing for
Asia and the Pacific. It will also highlight the role of
the family in respect of its disability programme.

The Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia has prepared a three-year project on
empowerment of the Arab family to enhance its role in
development and social cohesion, targeting poverty
reduction, employment issues, interpersonal
communication and advocacy issues.

In 2002, the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean prepared a detailed list of
governmental focal points in the region and provided
technical assistance to the Governments of Chile and
Costa Rica. The Commission issued a new edition of
Social Panorama of Latin America, dealing with
poverty in households and families. From the web
page of the Division for Social Development
(http://www.eclac.cl.dds, Enlaces de interés), it is
possible to access the programme on the family in
New York. In 2003, the Commission has scheduled an
expert meeting on the impact of economic
transformation on families in preparation for its
regional conference in 2004.

In 2000, the Economic Commission for
Europe launched a data collection and research
programme entitled “The generations and gender
programme: a study of the dynamics of families and
family relationships”. This is a cross-national,
comparative, multidisciplinary, longitudinal study of
the dynamics of the family and family relationships in
contemporary industrialized countries, in Europe and
North America. The intention is to promote this study
widely during the period 2003-2004.

Intergovernmental Bodies

Intergovernmental organizations continue to
make major contributions to the preparations for the
anniversary by disseminating information, organizing
meetings and seminars, promoting research and
providing assistance and guidance in policy
development. Several such organizations have taken

special measures to develop activities for the
anniversary’s observance. Statements and decisions
expressing support for the tenth anniversary and calling
for specific action were adopted by the governing bodies
of several intergovernmental organizations. For example,
the African Union envisages a regional meeting in 2003
to elaborate an African charter on the family. The
Caribbean Community secretariat (CARICOM) is
conducting a review of family themes and is devising an
integrated approach to the tenth anniversary. The Council
of Europe is promoting activities and policies in the field
of childhood policies, family affairs, children’s rights and
social support of children and families. The Organization
of the Islamic Conference is preparing for the observance
of the tenth anniversary by intensive advocacy measures
among its member States.

General Assembly resolution A/Res/57/164

Preparation for and observance of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 44/82 of 8 December
1989, 46/92 of 16 December 1991, 47/237 of 20
September 1993, 50/142 of 21 December 1995, 52/81
of 12 December 1997, 54/124 of 17 December 1999
and 56/113 of 19 December 2001 concerning the
proclamation, preparations for and observance of the
International Year of the Family and its tenth
anniversary,

Recognizing that the follow-up to the
International Year of the Family is an integral part of
the agenda and of the multi-year programme of work of
the Commission for Social Development until 2004,

Noting that the family-related provisions of the
outcomes of the United Nations summits and
conferences of the 1990s and their follow-up processes
continue to provide policy guidance on ways to
strengthen family-centred components of policies and
programmes as part of an integrated comprehensive
approach to development,

Recalling that relevant United Nations
instruments on human rights as well as relevant global
plans and programmes of action call for the widest
possible protection and assistance to be accorded to the
family, bearing in mind that, in different cultural,
political and social systems, various forms of the family
exist,
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Emphasizing that equality between women
and men and respect for the human rights of all
family members is essential to family well-being and
to society at large, and noting the importance of
reconciliation of work and family life,

Aware that families are affected by social
and economic changes manifested as observable
worldwide trends and that the causes and
consequences of those trends concerning families
have to be identified and analysed,

Recognizing the important role of non-
governmental organizations, at both the local and
national levels, working in the interest of families,

Having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on the preparations for the
observance of the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family in 2004,1 

1. Takes note of the report of the
Secretary-General2 and the recommendations
contained therein;

2. Reaffirms its invitation to all States to
take prompt action to establish national mechanisms,
as appropriate, to prepare for, observe and follow up
the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family, in particular for the purpose of planning,
stimulating and harmonizing the activities of the
governmental and non-governmental agencies and
organizations concerned with the preparation for and
observance of the tenth anniversary, and to
cooperate with the Secretary-General in achieving
the objectives of the tenth anniversary;

3. Calls upon all United Nations bodies,
the specialized agencies, the regional commissions
and the intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations concerned, in particular family-related
organizations, to make every possible effort towards
the implementation of the objectives of the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family
by integrating the family perspective into the
planning and decision-making processes;

4. Decides that the major activities for
the observance of the tenth anniversary should be
concentrated at the local, national and regional
levels and that the United Nations system should
assist Governments in these efforts;

5. Takes note of the major study on the
most important trends affecting families, to be
submitted to the General Assembly at the

commencement of the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of the Family in December 2003;

6. Calls for a concerted promotional,
informational and media campaign on the tenth
anniversary of the International Year of the Family at
the national, regional and international levels;

7. Invites the Secretary-General to launch
the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family early in December 2003;

8. Decides to devote one plenary meeting
at its fifty-ninth session, in 2004, to the observance of
the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family, building upon the events to be held on 15 May
2004 on the occasion of the International Day of
Families;

9. Invites the Secretary-General to continue
to play an active role in facilitating international
cooperation within the framework of the follow-up to
the International Year of the Family, to facilitate the
exchange of experience and information among
Governments on effective policies and strategies, to
facilitate technical assistance, with a focus on the least
developed and developing countries, and to encourage
the organization of subregional and interregional
meetings and relevant research;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-eighth session
through the Commission for Social Development and
the Economic and Social Council on the preparation for
the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Family at all levels.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Family Unit

Division for Social Policy and Development  
Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

United Nations, DC2-1302
New York, N.Y.10017

Tel: 212-963-3238;  Fax: 212-963-3062
Email: ghaleb@un.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1  A/57/139 and Corr.1.


