Regional repositories of national disability legislation
Call for Initial Expression of Interest 
The United Nations General Assembly Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities will hold its Eighth session from 14 to 25 August 2006.  It is expected that this session will conclude the negotiations on a new international convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, and the draft convention may be submitted for adoption by the General Assembly at its sixty-first session.
In the context of the forthcoming implementation of the future convention, DESA, in cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, requests expressions of interest for the development of regional repositories of national legislation on persons with disabilities.  
Such repositories should be provided by research centres or other interested institutions capable of collecting, analyzing and providing summaries of acts of parliament, constitutional laws, decrees, and other legal acts of relevance to areas covered in the draft convention at a regional level.  Such legal acts should include comprehensive disability specific legislation, anti-discrimination legislation, legislation on specific issues such as employment and education, and relevant constitutional provisions.
The information – full texts in original language, and analytical summaries translated into English, French and Spanish – would be organized by country, topic and date, indexed and presented online in an accessible format and in a manner that will make the database easy to use by experts as well as the general public. 
The regional databases will be part of an international network of analysis and research activities that will be organized in view of the adoption of the convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.  The collection of databases, which will be searchable through search engines, should be useful not only to jurists, but also to government officials and disabled persons organizations in the implementation of the future convention.

Partner institutions should be committed to maintaining the repository in time (minimum of five years), and are expected to contribute to the initial financing of a pilot project to a limited extent.  Partner institutions may widen the network to find collaborating institutions at national, local or sub-regional levels, while remaining responsible for the contents, quality and accessibility of the information included in the database.  
