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European Parliament

passes resolution on

Disability & Development

On January 20, 2006 the European Parliament unanimously adopted a resolution on Disability & Development:
It specifically recalls:

· Article 14 (Non-discrimination) and Articles 21 & 26 (Rights of Persons with Disabilities) of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

· The Millennium Development Goals (MDG);

· The General Assembly Resolution on the UN Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities;

As well as the fact that: 

· Persons with disabilities are disproportionately poor;

· The need to specifically include persons with disabilities in poverty alleviation programs;

· The need to include persons with disabilities fully in all policies and activities supported by the European Union delegations;

· The rights based approach of development programs;

· Accessibility is important and too often this need of persons with disabilities is not met; 

· Representative groups of persons with disabilities must be consulted.

The European Parliament urges to take action - amongst others - by: 

· Mainstreaming disability into all levels of development policy;

· Implementing the European Union Guidance Note on Disability & Development;

· Ensuring appropriate resources for disability specific actions;

· Ensuring that persons with disabilities are included in European Union development cooperation programs as well as poverty eradication programs. 

· Calling on the Commission to support the inclusion of a separate Article on international cooperation in the Convention as a “necessary foundation for collaborative actions in pursuit of inclusive development and to facilitate bilateral and multilateral exchange of expertise, between developing countries and between such countries and the European Union.”  
The resolution can be found at http://www.europarl.eu.int/omk/sipade3?PUBREF=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2006-0033+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&L=EN&LEVEL=0&NAV=S&LSTDOC=Y&LSTDOC=N
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