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ORAL STATEMENT BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ON THE APPROACH TO MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION

Chairperson, Delegates,

Amnesty International welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Committee’s discussion of how to monitor the implementation of the new Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

The drafting of the Convention poses challenges with regard to the design of a monitoring mechanism that ensures effective implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities. It also offers a valuable opportunity to draw on the lessons learnt from the traditional human rights models in order to establish more effective ways of monitoring implementation.

The approach to monitoring must be guided by a number of fundamental objectives and principles that follow from the purpose and the overall aim of the Convention.

The General Assembly Resolution establishing the Ad Hoc Committee recognized the strong need to elaborate a comprehensive and binding international instrument to ensure the effective promotion and protection of the rights and the dignity of all persons with disabilities.

On this basis Amnesty International believes that the following fundamental objectives and principles need to be reflected in the discussion about options for an effective monitoring mechanism. 

· The Convention needs a well-conceived and vigorous approach to monitoring to ensure effective implementation. A weak approach would jeopardize the achievement of the overall purpose of the Convention and would diminish the existing human rights treaty monitoring system. We must explore alternatives to the standard elements of monitoring mechanisms. But any alternative must meet all criteria necessary to ensure effective implementation of the Convention.

· Implementation of the Convention will take place at the national level. The approach to monitoring must encourage and contribute effectively to national implementation and provide efficient links between national and international mechanisms.
· Any monitoring mechanism must be grounded in the existing human rights framework, take account of disability specific standards and procedures, be supported by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and other relevant agencies.
· The approach to monitoring should provide for strong interaction with civil society, particularly organizations of persons with disabilities.
· The monitoring approach needs to ensure the independent and impartial review of implementation and create a source of indisputable expertise on disability rights within the existing human rights framework.
· Any monitoring mechanism that will be established under the Convention must be adequately funded, staffed and provided with effective secretarial support.

In conclusion, Amnesty International believes that it is essential to pursue a dual track approach to monitoring. A consolidated reference point within the treaty monitoring system, authoritative expertise on disability rights and broad access for persons with disabilities need to be combined with efficient means of mainstreaming and building on existing standards and procedures within the human rights framework and the work of international and regional agencies.
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