Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen

Distinguished Representatives
It gives me the greatest pleasure to participate in this historic event, in the name of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, I have the honor to bring to you all the greetings, felicitations and blessing of His Majesty King Abdullah II and Her Majesty Queen Rania on the occasion of this momentous human achievement.

This Convention, whose signing we have all gathered here to celebrate, epitomizes the aims of the disability movement by recognizing the rights of persons with disabilities and the equalization of opportunities as an issue of justice for all. Therefore, much gratitude goes to those pioneers in the struggle for disability rights, disabled persons organizations, the international disability alliances, and the myriad individuals of whom I will mention the Right Honorable Lord Morris of Manchester, who in 1947 became the world’s first Minister for Disabled People, and the International Planning Group. Gratitude goes to all those who worked on the adoption of the World Program for Action which lit the spark for the disability rights movement, and those who drafted the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities, and to the many governments that initiated and supported the work on the convention of whom I will mention Ecuador, Mexico, Thailand, New Zealand and many other countries whose governments supported the drafting of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

I would be amiss if I do not also acknowledge the efforts of the Commission for Social Development of the United Nations, and the Ad Hoc Committee on the drafting of the convention that worked tireless for four years to complete a balanced and comprehensive convention that protects the rights and safeguards the dignity of persons with disabilities, and aims at a world in which all people are equal in both rights and responsibilities.

Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like to convey to you the joy that my country, Jordan, has experienced with the birth of this convention and with the fact that it has now reached the stage of signing and ratification. A convention on the rights of persons with disabilities that will now claim a rightful place among the treaties and convention of the United Nations, a convention that will preserve the rights of persons too long discriminated against and marginalized.

Jordan has always been true in its commitment to the principles upon which this Convention is based, and the philosophy of equal rights behind it – and which the international community now hopes to achieve collectively through its implementation.

This convention represents for us the tool by which we can develop our policies, review our legislations, enrich our programs and realize the rights of persons with disabilities in our country that has a proven track record of standing behind its international commitments and holding fast to its international responsibilities.
Jordan’s achievements in protecting the rights and meeting the needs of persons with disabilities were recognized by the international community through the granting of the 8th Franklin Delano Roosevelt Award in 2005, and three days ago, in a step to harmonize our national law with the convention, the Jordanian parliament endorsed the Law of the Rights of People with Disabilities.   
Ladies and Gentlemen

My greatest hope at this juncture is that this convention will become the basis for unifying procedures and implementing commitments in order to create a society where social harmony and justice prevail, and in a world in which all members are given a chance to partake of the fruits of development, a world in which we all commit to our responsibilities toward better international cooperation and coordination which allows for equality of participation, leading to a world prosperous for us and the future generations.  
Peace be with you
