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U N I T E D   N A T I O N S                        N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
 

 
Opening Remarks by: 

 
MS. DANIELA BAS, DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION FOR SOCIA L POLICY 

AND DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS 

 
 

EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON “YOUTH, DEVELOPMENT AND RIG HTS” 
 

 

Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this expert group meeting on ‘Youth, 

development and rights.’ My name is Daniela Bas and I am the Director of the 

Division for Social Policy and Development at the Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs (DESA) of the United Nations.  

 

DESA is home to the global focal point on youth within the United Nations 

system.  In this context, the work of the United Nations in the field of youth is based 

on the World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY), adopted in the General 

Assembly in 1995. Amongst its activities DESA acts as permanent co-chair of the UN 

Inter-agency Network on Youth Development, bringing together 40 UN entities from 

across the UN system to better enhance collaboration and coordination on youth 

issues. The Expert Group Meeting for which you are all gathered here is another 

example of DESA’s work in enhancing collaboration and coordination in the field of 

youth. 

 

Dear experts, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

This EGM will deal with two important topics - civic and political 

participation, and economic participation of youth- two areas of strategic importance 

to build an inclusive and sustainable society for all, including young people. Social 
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integration is not possible without the full and inclusive participation of young people 

in all spheres. 

 

The discussion of these two topics is pertinent. As the MDG timeframe draws 

to a close, discussions are already well underway on the development of a Post 2015 

development agenda. Young people have been at the fore of these discussions, 

drawing attention to the importance of youth participation in both their deliberations 

and substantive outcomes. 

 
The focus on youth, in terms of their engagement in the political arena, is 

extremely timely, particularly in light of recent events and democratic transitions, in 

the Arab States as well as other regions. Whether it be through the ballot box, or 

through participation in civic society structures, youth participation is critical to 

achieving social integration and cohesion. 

 
And yet, the fact remains that although we have the largest generation of 

young people the world has ever known, there remains very limited scope for them to 

participate in society. For example, in a third of countries globally, eligibility to run 

for national parliament begins at 25 years of age or older. Less than 2 per cent of 

parliamentarians around the world are in their 20s and about 12 per cent are in their 

30s. The average age of parliamentarians globally is 53. That said, we are privileged 

to have with us as one of our experts, Ms Rathika Sitsabaiesan, who was elected at the 

age of 29 to become Canada’s youngest ever elected Member of Parliament.  

 

Young people around the world are not only demanding active and meaningful 

participation in society and in democratic processes, but are also demanding greater 

opportunities in their economic life. Ensuring young people have access to decent 

jobs, quality education, skills and training, and entrepreneurship opportunities is of 

utmost importance. I know from reading the bios before this meeting that we have 

gathered experts on helping to eradicate the barriers preventing young people from 

reaching their economic potential, as well as some trailblazers in the entrepreneurship 

field. 

 

We are delighted to have such an array of expertise at this meeting.  
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Dear Experts,  

 

Over the next couple of days, you will discuss the barriers and challenges 

facing young people in exercising their full set of rights to participation in civic, 

political and economic life and how to best overcome these barriers and challenges. 

We count on you to devise a set of key recommendations to that effect. 

 

I look forward to learning about the outcomes of your work over the next 

couple of days, and wish you a very successful meeting. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


