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• “… effective participation by members of society, as 
individuals and groups, in decisions about their lives, 

• that is conditioned by a supportive enabling environment, 
and 

• leads to the solution of economic and social problems 
confronting them.”

• Definition by the 2012 EGM
•Empowerment



•Participation of Venezuelan 
Campesinos, 1966



•Popular Participation 



•Information availability



•Picture Page Layout

Location of Internet Connections



•Technological change



• Arab Spring • Chile Student Uprisings

•Recent cases
ICT to the Fore?



•Jean Piaget



•Concientizacião



• Reducing poverty – obtaining good policies, ensuring that 
information can be used by the poor

• Employment – or more broadly, economic development –
ensuring that information use leads to growth

• Social integration – ensuring that all groups have access 
and use of information 

•ICT, Empowerment and Main Issues of social 
development



•ACCESS ISSUES



• How to invest
• Who to invest
• Where to invest
• How to control?  

•Broadband and technology



•CONTENT ISSUES



• Should the Internet be controlled?
• Can the Internet be controlled?
• What should be the norms?

•Open Internet?



•USE ISSUES



• Including ICT in formal education
• Including ICT in adult education
• Equiping organizations to prepare for use

•Preparation for using ICT



• Role of the Government 
• Simplifying access to government
• Finding ways to use the Internet for participation in 
decision-making

•E-Governance


