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Panellist Biographies 

 

Chernor Bah - Moderator 

  

Chernor Bah is a lead youth advocate for global education, a girl 

champion and former refugee from Sierra Leone. He is Youth 

Engagement Coordinator for A World at School. Chernor serves as the 

youth representative on the High-Level Steering committee for the UN 

Secretary General’s Global Education First Initiative and as Chair of its 

Youth Advocacy Group. Following years of civil war in his country, he 

founded and led the Children’s Forum Network, Sierra Leone’s children 

parliament- where among others he presented a report on the 

experience of Sierra Leonean children to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. In 2002, Chernor 

served as Junior Executive Producer of a UN Children/youth radio project, designed to involve young 

people in Sierra Leone’s post conflict discourse. Since then Chernor has worked with youth in Liberia, 

Lebanon, Haiti, Philippines and other emergency settings, leading efforts to strengthen youth voices 

in development and policy processes. A former UNFPA Special Youth Fellow, Chernor co-wrote a 

report titled “Will You Listen-Young Voices from Conflict Zones” and co-led the Youth Zones 

initiative. From 2011-2013, Chernor served as Portfolio and Brand Manager at Nike Foundation, 

where he helped launched and managed an award winning girl effect platform in Ethiopia. He holds 

an MA in Peace Studies from the University of Notre Dame and a Bachelors degree from the 

University of Sierra Leone. 

 

 
 

Catherine Bradshaw – Author of the UN DESA ‘Mental Health Matters’ Publication 

   

Catherine Bradshaw, Ph.D., M.Ed. is a Professor and the Associate Dean 

for Research and Faculty Development at the Curry School of Education at 

the University of Virginia (UVA); prior to her current appointment at UVA, 

she was an Associate Professor and the Associate Chair of the 

Department of Mental Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health. She maintains an affiliation with Johns Hopkins as the 

Deputy Director of the CDC-funded Johns Hopkins Center for the 

Prevention of Youth Violence and Co-Director of the NIMH-funded Johns 

Hopkins Center for Prevention and Early Intervention. She holds a 

doctorate in developmental psychology from Cornell University and a master’s of education in 

counseling and guidance. She collaborates on research projects related to child and adolescent 



 

 

 

 

mental health, with a particular focus on the development of aggressive and problem behaviors; 

effects of exposure to violence, peer victimization, and environmental stress on children; and the 

design, evaluation, and implementation of evidence-based prevention programs. She received an 

award from President Obama in 2009 for her research on the use of evidence-based prevention 

programs in schools. She has coauthored over 130 journal articles and presently collaborates on 

federally supported randomized trials of behavior and mental health prevention programs, including 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and social-emotional learning curricula. Dr. 

Bradshaw works with the Maryland State Department of Education and several school districts to 

support the development and implementation of programs and policies to prevent bullying and 

school violence, and to foster safe and supportive learning environments. She collaborates on 

federally-funded research grants supported by the National Institute of Mental Health, National 

Institute on Drug Abuse, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. Department of Education, 

and the Institute of Education Sciences. 

 

Jordan Burnham – Mental Health Advocate 

 

Jordan Burnham is a professional public speaker on mental health and 

suicide prevention. Jordan is a survivor of a suicide attempt during his 

senior year of high school and shares his powerful story of fighting 

depression and finding recovery. Jordan was chosen as one of the "2010 

Best of Philly" for his work in mental health awareness and public 

speaking. In 2012 he received an emerging humanitarian award from 

retired NFL player Nnamdi Asomugha and the Asomugha Foundation. 

  

He has been featured in Sports Illustrated, PEOPLE Magazine and USA Today. He has also appeared 

on Dr. Phil, The Ricki Lake Show, The Early Show, CNN, Good Morning America and ESPN's E:60. In 

2008 he addressed a Congressional briefing on Capitol Hill and in 2013 he was invited to the White 

House for the National Conference on Mental Health, hosted by President Obama and Vice President 

Biden.  

 

Jordan has been speaking all over the country for the last five years and his program educates 

students about mental health, suicide awareness and finding healthy coping mechanisms. 

 

Alicia Raimundo – Mental Health Superhero 

 
Alicia Raimundo has been described as a “mental health superhero”, 

battling serious bouts of anxiety, depression and a suicide attempt since 

the age of 13. More recently, she used her move to the University of 

Waterloo as a catalyst to seek help, and eventually, to help others living 

with mental health issues.  

 

By the age of 25, she had earned a university degree, given 2 

TEDxTalks,  was named one of 2012 “faces of mental illness”, became the Canadian ambassador for 

the Young Health Program, leading their Fundhope crowd-funding platform, and  holds positions in 

more than six mental health organizations including: the co-chair of the young Canadians round 

table on health; the jack projects youth think tank; Ontario suicide prevention association board of 



 

 

 

 

directors; and the ‘for students by students’ design team, the mental health commission of Canada's 

Experts on Suicide Panel, to name just a few.  

 

She works with government, for- and non-profit businesses, youth, and policy makers to make the 

world a more mentally healthy place. She has given more than 600 speeches focused on mental 

health, suicide and creating a better, healthier world. And sometimes, she gives these messages 

hanging upside down as a circus performer.  

 

I Sell the Shadow - Performers 

 

"I Sell the Shadow" is a new artist initiative spearheaded by Emmy-winning filmmaker, Lisa Russell 

that includes a roster of well-known socially conscious artists and creative professionals that include 

musicians, poets, filmmakers, DJs, graffiti artists and others.  Named after a famous quote, "I Sell the 

Shadow to Support the Substance" by civil rights activist Sojourner Truth who sold her photos to 

support her activism work, the initiative aims to develop meaningful partnerships between creative 

communities and development agencies to enact social change through curated live performances, 

issue-based music/poetry productions, trainings/workshops and networking opportunities.   

 

For more information visit: www.iselltheshadow.org. 

 

The "I Sell the Shadow" artists contributing to today's event include: 

 

Performances by: London Grant; Soré Agbaje; Timothy W. DuWhite Jr.; Gabriel Rameriz 

Music by: Raymond Angry 

 

 
 
 

 

 


