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Our motivation – counting the uncounted    

Listening to and making visible who is ageing, and where  



Findings of 2012 report ‘ Ageing in the 21st 

Century – a celebration and a challenge’  

Older people play a vital role, giving more than they receive  

Investment in basic income security, pensions systems and 
health brings returns across generations 

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) on the rise  

Dementia care costs fall mainly on the family. Worldwide cost 
of dementia in 2010: US$604 billion.  

Environmental change and humanitarian disaster affect older 
people disproportionately 

Age-friendly housing and transport vital to access services 

Elder abuse often hidden in families – shame and stigma 

 

 





Purpose of the Index   

Improve quality of life and wellbeing of older people 

• Surveillance: track and monitor key trends on ageing at 
country, regional and global levels, make data available, 
transparent  

• Analytical framework: a multidimensional  framework 
for governments and international institutions to 
understand and respond to challenges and opportunities of 
population ageing 

• Comparative insights: good practice and strategic 
responses to ageing challenges through comparative 
analysis between countries   

• Stimulus: demand for age and sex disaggregated data to 
generate evidence for age inclusive policy making – e.g. in 
the post 2015 framework; in social protection  



How is the Index constructed?  

Using 13 indicators under 4 domains  

Data drawn from international databases    

Older people 

contribute so 

much… 

it’s time to invest 

in them 



How is the Index constructed?  
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Methodology same as the HDI    

Equal weighting of the domains 

Differential weighting of indicators 

Includes objective and subjective data 



Global results 2014 



2014 rankings  



Global results by domain 2014 



Global results 2014 



Findings 1 – learning from the 

leaders  
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Findings 2 : Mind the gaps   
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Gaps in data in income security domain meant 

only possible to include 96 countries  





Using the Index 2014  
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• Revamped website 

• Data accessible and transparent 

• Tools to explore weighting, compare 

countries etc.   

• Country report card pages show all data 

available on all countries (not just Index) 

• Report cards available on all Index 

countries  

• Detailed commentaries on 30 countries – 

for download and use 

• Comments on the site 

• www.globalagewatch.org 



2014/5 influencing impact examples 

 Highlighting need to improve and extend data on ageing  in SDGs – ‘leave 
no one behind’   

 Input of findings to Member State and regional body negotiations – age in 7 
of the 17 proposed goals of framework  

 Highlighting age in November ‘14 data report of UN expert ‘data revolution’ 
group, in December ‘14 SG report, in ODI ‘Missing Milllions’      

 Using Global AgeWatch Index together with Commonwealth Youth Index to 
promote better data and visibility of youth and older people 

 Highlighting age in May 2015 Cartagena Data Event   

 Events and dialogues using the Index in 35 countries   

 National research from January 2015 using the Index framework in 4 Asian 
countries  - China, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh  

• National Index development in Korea and China 

• United Arab Emirates propose a regional Index to support planning on 
ageing and to fill in data gaps for the region 

 



Ideas for use and development for 
SDG tracking  

Global AgeWatch 
Index 

(internationally 
comparable 

data) 

National data 
using framework 

of Index 

Local citizen 
generated data 



Next steps 

Older people 

contribute so 

much… 

it’s time to invest 

in them 

• Extend the Index to cover all countries 

• Constructing separate indices for older women and 
men 

• Include political and civil rights 

• Explore how new data from national sources can 
develop the Index further 

• Set the standard for ageing well everywhere  

 

ESRC SDAI Project to undertake 
additional analysis of 4 most populous 

countries of the world  

(China, Bangladesh, Pakistan  India) 



Acting together through global network with 116 
members in 74 countries and coalitions  



Thank you  
www.globalagewatch.org  
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