
Together towards 

a Sustainable New Urban Agenda

“The City We (Youth) Want”



What is UN MGCY?

The official and self-‐organised space for children and youth in certain intergovernmental and allied process at the  

United Nations

Vision of UN MGCY

Children and youth are planning, designing, implementing, monitoring, reviewing and evaluating sustainable  

development policies.

What gives us the mandate?

1) Agenda 21

2) UN General Assembly Resolutions (such as 2013’s A/Res/67/290)

3) Agreements with UN bodies and conferences



Who are Members?

1. Any individual 30 years old or under who signs up to the MGCY online or in person.

2. Any organisation, network, commiQee, group or other association of individuals that signs up to the  

MGCY online or in person and that fulfills either of the following requirements:

a. Representative of the interests of children and/or youth, and has a policymaking

body  controlled by people 30 years old or under; or

b. Works with children and/or youth but doesn't have a policymaking body controlled

by  individuals 30 years old or under.
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Support



Baqa’a Palestine refugee camp youth consultation

Challenges…
- Lack of social and political space
- Call are made without having any 

youth participants present in call 
making

- Drug use

Solutions…
‐ Provide places for the youth and kids 

to hangout in and play
‐ Educate peers to prevent them from 

smoking, drug-use etc.



Youth Priorities

• Cities will need to be centers of 
mitigation, adaptation and resilience 
building.

• Ecological footprint of cities must not 
exceed the biocapacity and must 
remain within environmental 
thresholds and local scope for 
planetary boundaries

• Intergenerational partnership to 
achieve Sustainable Consumption and 
Production



Position Paper

Support car-pooling /Sharing 

Living Together

Free accommodation with 
elderly people in care home 



Policy recommendation

1. Deliver social services and social protection for all, especially lifelong 
learning-education, health, water and sanitation through a rights based 
approach that delinks a any status of a person from access to these, 
specially age in the context.

2. Public Spaces are emerging as a critical priority in the Habitat III process, 
they will only be fully effective if that can be accessed by people of all 
ages and abilities. The accessibility to all is what makes a space public.

3. Disaggregation has become a buzzword in the process, but we need to 
focus and shift attention to investment in statistical capacity so as we 
can actually be able to do this and operationalise its intended promise. 



What we can do?

1. Recognise stakeholders on ageing as one of key partners and mainstream 
aging across all groups. Both are needed, one is not a substitute for another.

2. Do not be silo when we are criticising silo approach. As age issues are not 
just age issues, they are sustainable development issues that are need to be 
age proofed. Old people are not only users of social security, but resources 
of knowledge and expertise, and are also affected by unsustainable 
consumption and production patterns as well.

3. An intergenerational approach, does not only imply that the world and older 
generations owe something to the young. We too need to play our role in 
designing agendas and Implementing projects designed for all ages and 
abilities.



Hirotaka Koike: Hirotaka.koike@childrenyouth.org

UN Major Group for Children and Youth: http://childrenyouth.org

mailto:Hirotaka.koike@childrenyouth.org
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