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On this day we recommit to think, decide and act together against extreme poverty -- and
plan for aworld where no-one is left behind.

We have reached the Millennium Development Goal target of halving the proportion of
people living in poverty ahead of time. At least 700 million people were lifted out of
extreme poverty between 1990 and 2010.

Despite this enormous success, one in every five persons in developing regions -- 1.22
billion people -- live on less than $1.25 a day, and 2.4 billion live on less than $2 a day.
Since the beginning of the financial crisis, inequality has grown even more pronounced
than it was already. Discrimination against women and girls remains a blatant injustice,
robbing the entire devel opment enterprise of one of the keys to progress.

Entrenched poverty and prejudice, and vast gulfs between wealth and destitution, can
undermine the fabric of societies and lead to instability. Where poverty holds sway,
people are held back. Livesdisfigured by poverty are cruel, mean and, often, short.

Aswe prepare the post-2015 sustainable devel opment agenda and address the threat of
climate change, we must not lose sight of our most fundamental obligation: to eliminate
poverty in all itsforms. We must also end the marginalization of peopleliving in
poverty. Their knowledge and perspectives are vital if we are to find meaningful, durable
solutions.

| urge Member States and all partners to act decisively together to eradicate poverty and
build a sustainable, peaceful, prosperous and equitable future for all. Our aim must be
prosperity for al, not just afew.



