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This year’s International Day of Cooperativesdalt a critical time. The United
Nations is working to lay the groundwork for succes three major fronts in 2015:
reaching the Millennium Development Goals; achigwvanmeaningful new climate
agreement; and adopting a long-range agenda flusine sustainable development.

Cooperative enterprises can help further thesectibges. They are helping
communities in both developed and developing ciesito generate energy, manage
water supplies and provide other basic servicesp€mtives are particularly important
to agriculture, food security and rural developmémthe finance sector, cooperatives
serve more than 857 million people, including tehmillions who live in poverty.

As member-owned, member-run and member-servingésses, cooperatives
can put social justice and equity at the hearcohemic progress while helping to ensure
that the production and provision of goods andisesvmatches the needs and aspirations
of communities.

On this International Day of Cooperatives, lecammit to making even greater
use of these arrangements to empower people aed insh more sustainable future.



