Expert Group Meeting on Neglect, Abuse and Violence of Older Women

Concept note

New York, 5-7 November 2013

Background 

Neglect, abuse and violence were identified as important issues impacting the well-being of older persons during the Second World Assembly on Ageing in Madrid in 2002. They were reflected in the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and older women were singled out to “face greater risk of physical and psychological abuse due to discriminatory societal attitudes and the non-realization of the human rights of women”
. Member States committed themselves to eliminate all forms of neglect, abuse and violence as well as create support services to address elder abuse. While Member States reported during the second review and appraisal of the MIPAA in 2012/2013 that abuse and violence have become a growing concern, limited information has been forthcoming as to the actual scope of the phenomenon of elder abuse, as well as ways in which various factors such as dependence, isolation and ageism factored into situations of abuse, and how abuse could be prevented.
Similarly, the Commission on the Status of Women affirmed that violence against women is rooted in historical and structural inequality in power relations between women and men, and persists in every country. Gender-based violence is a form of discrimination that seriously violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of all human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Starting to address the issue, the Open-ended working group for the purpose of strengthening the protection of the human rights of older persons repeatedly discussed neglect, abuse and violence against older persons and recognized that tackling elder abuse not only entails identifying normative gaps, but also identifying knowledge gaps among societies. Establishing World Elder Abuse Awareness Day in 2011, the international community aimed to tackle these knowledge gaps by devoting June 15 to represent one day when the world voices its opposition to the abuse and suffering inflicted to some members of the older generation.  
In paragraph 19 of General Assembly resolution 67/143, Member States were called upon to address cases of neglect, abuse and violence against older persons by designing and implementing more effective prevention strategies and policies. In this context, the Division for Social Policy and Development is taking steps to assess the current state of knowledge of abuse against older women and to raise awareness and facilitate a public discussion of the societal challenges of and responses to neglect, abuse and violence against older women. To that effect, the Division for Social Policy and Development decided to devote a non-recurrent publication to the topic of neglect, abuse and violence against older women, reviewing and discussing information and data as well as interventions in this regard. In connection with this publication, the Division decided to hold an expert group meeting on the same topic, which would discuss the conceptual, policy and societal challenges of addressing neglect, abuse and violence against older women and broaden the conversation.
Scope and purpose of the meeting

While the older population is growing at an accelerated speed, research paints a bleak global picture about the human rights of older women. Different reports point to inadequate protections at both the national and international levels and state that older women are often invisible and overlooked in society. Similarly, the development agenda has failed to achieve effective responses to the situation of older persons, in particular older women. At the national level, effective legislation and policies, anchored in human rights standards, for the most part have not been adopted, or remain dispersed, underfunded or insufficiently implemented. 
The Focal Point on Ageing within UNDESA will convene a three-day expert group meeting on neglect, abuse and violence against older women in New York. The meeting aims at informing the debate on neglect, abuse and violence against older women from various perspectives by addressing urgent and relevant issues in regard to assessing and preventing neglect, abuse and violence against older women as well as considering new measures to address these issues. 

More specifically, the meeting aims at exploring various definitions, forms, prevalence and risk factors of neglect, abuse and violence against older women. In addition, the meeting will analyze the effectiveness of preventive measures to address the issue.
The meeting will discuss whether there are agreed definitions of neglect, abuse and violence against older women and whether older women get overlooked in the discussion and action concerning violence against women and if so, what the reasons for this oversight are.

The meeting will also discuss the main forms (psychological, physical, sexual, financial) of neglect, abuse and violence as well as the health consequences of neglect, abuse and violence and the needs of survivors of neglect, abuse and violence. Regarding prevalence of neglect, abuse and violence, the meeting will explore sources of information and data and the main problems in collecting such information. The meeting will also include a discussion of main risk factors and perpetrators of neglect, abuse and violence as well as environmental and social attitudes that are conducive to neglect, abuse and violence.
The meeting will offer main approaches to abuse prevention and protection of older women, e.g. detection, provisions of services, legislation, law enforcement as well as interventions directed at perpetrators and recommendations for further improvement of policies in these areas. It will contribute to the discussion, policy dialogue and evolution of practical strategies for addressing neglect, abuse and violence against older women.
Organization of the meeting

A. Date and venue

The meeting is planned for 5-7 November 2013 in New York. It will be organized by the UN Focal Point on Ageing of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

B. Proposed agenda

1. Notions and perceptions of neglect, abuse and violence against older women as well as forms and health consequences of neglect, abuse and violence
2. Prevalence of neglect, abuse and violence and sources of information and data
3. Main risk factors, perpetrators and environmental and social attitudes that are conducive to neglect, abuse and violence
4. Approaches to abuse prevention and protection of older women
5. The way forward
C. Methodology

The meeting will be conducted as a series of presentations that will be followed by discussions. Participants will be invited to contribute to the elaboration of proposals (recommendations) related to the issues identified in the proposed agenda. 

D. Outcome

A report of the meeting that contains recommendations for discussion for future sessions of the open-ended working group as well as for input in future reports of the Secretary-General will be issued.

E. Participation

An estimated 10 participants from all UN regions will be invited.

F. Languages

The working language of the expert group meeting will be English.

Human and financial resources

The expert group meeting will be organized by staff from the Focal Point on Ageing/UNDESA. UNDESA will provide funds for financing the expert group meeting. A detailed budget and work plan will be prepared. 
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