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Population Ageing 2006
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World	 687 923	 1 968 153	 11	 22	 13	 20	 80/48	   8/19	 40/16	 82	 55	 9	 4	 -	 17/21
More developed regions	  247 753	  400 029	 20	 32	 19	 29	 79/48	 13/32	 22/11	 72	 46	 4	 2	 -	 19/23
Less developed regions	  440 170	 1 568 124	 8	 20	 10	 18	 81/47 	 5/9	 50/19	 88	 66	 11	 4	 -	 17/19
Least developed countries	  39 593	  171 191	 5	 10	 7	 10	 85/39 	 4/8	 71/37	 85	 73	 17	 10	 -	 15/17

Africa	  48 709	  192 884	 5	 10	 8	 10	 85/39 	   6/11	 64/32	 83	 67	 16	 10	 -	 15/17
Eastern Africa	  13 670	  55 015	 5	 8	 8	 9	 84/39 	   6/13	 78/52	 83	 69	 18	 12	 -	 15/17
Burundi 	 323	  1 449	 4	 6	 9	 8	   90/40 B	 ..	 80/43	 65	 53	 20	 17	 60/60	 15/16
Comoros	 36	 221	 4	 12	 7	 10	      85/41 B 4	 1/2 	 84/43	 83	 63	 21	 8	 ..	 15/17
Djibouti	 39	 166	 5	 11	 6	 8	 ..	 ..	 ..	 84	 64	 19	 10	 ..	 15/16
Eritrea 	 181	 945	 4	 8	 6	 8	 ..	 ..	 79/50	 68	 43	 23	 12	 ..	 12/15
Ethiopia	  3 720	  14 617	 5	 9	 7	 9	   87/32 B	 2/9	 73/36	 86	 71	 18	 12	 60/60	 15/16
Kenya	  1 440	  8 223	 4	 10	 9	 8	   88/60 B	   9/25	 79/50	 87	 82	 19	 10	 55/55	 16/18
Madagascar	 922	  4 189	 5	 10	 8	 10	   76/32 B	   4/11	 84/70	 86	 74	 17	 10	 60/55	 16/17
Malawi	 615	  1 734	 5	 6	 7	 9	   88/44 B	   8/14	 95/86	 88	 72	 16	 17	 ..	 15/17
Mauritius 	 123	 385	 10	 26	 13	 22	   80/33 A	 ..	 24/7	 75	 52	 10	 3	 60/60	 16/20
Mozambique	  1 051	  2 871	 5	 8	 7	 10	   85/34 C	 11/18	 87/76	 75	 63	 16	 13	 55/55	 15/16
Réunion 	 80	 256	 10	 23	 14	 25	 74/37 B	 10/18                     8/3	 71	 42	 9	 4	 ..	 17/23
Rwanda	 366	  1 726	 4	 10	 7	 7	       85/44 A 4	 4/8	 76/44	 78	 53	 22	 11	 55/55	 ..
Seychelles	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   64/43 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 63/63	 ..
Somalia 	 353	  1 762	 4	 8	 6	 8	 ..	 ..	 77/41	 85	 71	 20	 12	 ..	 14/15
Uganda	  1 133	  6 369	 4	 5	 8	 7	   71/33 B	 12/12	 81/57	 85	 74	 19	 19	 55/55	 16/17
United Republic of Tanzania	  2 008	  7 158	 5	 11	 6	 8	   82/41 B	 7/8	 84/60	 79	 63	 17	 10	 60/60	 15/17
Zambia	 553	  1 463	 5	 6	 8	 9	     87/46 B 4	 6/12	 63/35	 82	 69	 17	 16	 55/55	 15/16
Zimbabwe	 719	  1 454	 5	 9	 10	 11	   85/39 B	 8/9	 78/66	 84	 74	 15	 11	 60/60	 16/18

Middle Africa 	  5 125	  18 708	 5	 6	 7	 8	 81/33 	   8/12	 74/41	 80	 64	 18	 16	 -	 15/16
Angola	 644	  2 671	 4	 6	 6	 8	   81/44 C	 ..	 75/48	 81	 63	 21	 16	 ..	 14/15
Cameroon	 939	  2 983	 6	 11	 8	 9	   79/28 B	 8/9	 76/33	 85	 71	 15	 9	 60/60	 15/16
Central African Republic 	 248	 525	 6	 8	 9	 10	   74/37 B	   9/16	 84/68	 74	 59	 13	 13	 55/50	 15/16
Chad 	 465	  1 613	 5	 5	 7	 8	   85/16 C	   5/18	 67/35	 82	 66	 16	 18	 55/55	 15/16
Congo	 185	 730	 4	 5	 8	 8	   80/38 C	 ..	 71/60	 79	 62	 17	 18	 55/55	 15/17
Dem. Republic of the Congo 	  2 518	  9 825	 4	 6	 7	 8	   82/34 C	 ..	 74/38	 78	 60	 19	 17	 65/60	 15/16
Equatorial Guinea	 31	 57	 6	 5	 8	 12	   77/29 C	 ..	 64/28	 82	 67	 13	 19	 60/60	 15/16
Gabon	 87	 258	 6	 11	 13	 13	   76/42 B	 12/10	 65/41	 87	 74	 13	 9	 55/55	 17/18
Sao Tome and Príncipe	 9	 46	 6	 16	 10	 8	   52/29 B	 ..	 ..	 83	 77	 14	 6	 62/57	 17/18

Northern Africa 	  13 240	  60 646	 7	 19	 8	 13	 88/37 	   4/12	 39/6	 85	 70	 14	 5	 -	 17/19
Algeria 	  2 170	  12 029	 7	 24	 10	 14	   89/40 B	 ..	 25/2	 84	 59	 15	 4	 60/55	 17/20
Egypt	  5 451	  23 687	 7	 19	 8	 13	   87/33 A	   4/13	 27/3	 85	 69	 13	 5	 60/60	 16/18
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya	 398	  2 262	 7	 24	 8	 15	   90/42 C	 ..	 53/8	 117	 70	 16	 4	 65/60	 17/21
Morocco 	  2 193	  10 082	 7	 22	 8	 14	   90/40 B	 2/9	 41/11	 76	 77	 13	 4	 60/60	 17/19
Sudan	  2 120	  8 699	 6	 13	 8	 11	   89/38 B	   6/15	 78/15	 88	 74	 16	 7	 60/60	 16/17
Tunisia 	 887	  3 726	 9	 29	 10	 17	   90/48 B	 2/4	 41/5	 87	 84	 11	 3	 60/60	 17/20
Western Sahara	 22	 162	 6	 18	 6	 10	   84/54 C	 ..	 ..	 125	 126	 17	 5	 ..	 16/17

Southern Africa 	  3 723	  6 943	 7	 12	 8	 19	 78/46	 8/8	 40/15	 70	 42	 14	 8	 -	 14/18
Botswana	 94	 113	 5	 7	 9	 16	   77/37 B	 ..	 45/14	 68	 56	 17	 16	 65/65	 16/18
Lesotho 	 135	 142	 8	 9	 10	 12	   81/42 B	 ..	 78/26	 72	 59	 11	 11	 ..	 15/17
Namibia 	 111	 289	 5	 9	 9	 13	   76/34 B	 5/4	 45/25	 81	 68	 16	 11	 60/60	 16/18
South Africa	  3 327	  6 352	 7	 13	 8	 19	   78/47 A	 8/8	 38/14	 70	 40	 14	 7	 65/60	 14/18
Swaziland 	 57	 48	 6	 5	 8	 12	   91/68 B	 ..	 48/12	 80	 58	 15	 26	 50/50	 15/17

Western Africa	  12 951	  51 572	 5	 9	 7	 8	 88/40 	   5/10	 76/37	 87	 73	 17	 12	 -	 15/16
Benin	 378	  2 113	 4	 10	 6	 8	   78/30 C	   9/12	 38/45	 75	 62	 20	 10	 55/55	 15/17
Burkina Faso	 571	  2 632	 4	 7	 7	 7	   87/37 B	 2/2	 77/49	 88	 76	 19	 15	 55/55	 15/16
Cape Verde	 28	 164	 5	 16	 10	 13	   79/37 B	 ..	 64/17	 53	 54	 13	 6	 65/60	 16/19
Côte d’Ivoire 	 980	  3 531	 5	 10	 5	 7	   80/34 B	 5/3	 78/29	 109	 85	 17	 10	 55/55	 15/16
Gambia	 94	 382	 6	 12	 7	 11	   92/62 B	 ..	 79/58	 88	 75	 15	 8	 55/55	 16/17
Ghana	  1 302	  5 555	 6	 14	 8	 10	 ..	 20/23	 70/58	 92	 81	 16	 7	 60/60	 17/18
Guinea	 544	  2 033	 6	 9	 6	 10	   87/39 C	 2/3	 77/42	 90	 75	 15	 11	 55/55	 16/17
Guinea-Bissau 	 77	 276	 5	 5	 7	 8	 ..	 ..	 87/32	 84	 66	 16	 18	 ..	 15/16
Liberia 	 122	 481	 4	 5	 6	 7	   76/46 C	 ..	 79/29	 83	 65	 23	 22	 60/60	 14/15
Mali 	 581	  2 630	 4	 6	 6	 6	   92/48 B	   5/10	 75/39	 76	 69	 18	 16	 58/58	 14/16
Mauritania	 167	 728	 5	 10	 7	 10	   88/27 B	 ..	 63/39	 83	 73	 16	 10	 60/55	 15/16
Niger	 469	  2 607	 3	 5	 4	 6	   92/25 B	 2/6	 84/44	 83	 77	 25	 19	 60/60	 14/15
Nigeria 	  6 436	  23 195	 5	 9	 7	 8	   89/43 B	   3/11	 79/32	 86	 71	 17	 12	 60/60	 15/16
Saint Helena	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   73/53 B	 ..                        8/6	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Senegal 	 584	  2 825	 5	 12	 8	 9	   90/38 B	 2/1	 64/37	 78	 81	 17	 9	 55/55	 16/17
Sierra Leone	 311	 941	 5	 7	 4	 6	 ..	 ..	 67/23	 82	 67	 16	 15	 60/60	 13/14
Togo 	 307	  1 477	 5	 11	 7	 9	   80/34 C	 7/9	 77/38	 81	 63	 17	 9	 55/55	 16/18

Asia 	  374 802	 1 231 237	 9	 24	 11	 19	 81/50	 5/9	 48/18	 88	 63	 10	 4	 -	 17/20
Eastern Asia	  193 263	  506 956	 13	 32	 12	 25	 80/55	   7/11	 39/15	 88	 54	 8	 2	 -	 17/21
China	  147 799	  431 532	 11	 31	 10	 23	   78/56 A	 - 8 -	 39/13	 92	 57	 9	 3	   60/60 5	 17/20
China, Hong Kong SARa	  1 118	  3 577	 16	 39	 19	 34	   82/52 A	 11/11	 18/4	 91	 61	 6	 2	 65/65	 22/26
China, Macao SARb 	 51	 214	 11	 41	 18	 32	   84/51 A	 11/10	 26/7	 89	 49	 10	 2	 ..	 21/24
Dem. People’s Rep. of Korea	  2 595	  5 622	 11	 23	 7	 18	 ..	 0/9	 46/19	 78	 47	 10	 4	 ..	 13/17
Japan	  34 751	  46 748	 27	 42	 19	 37	   86/53 A	 - 13 -	 41/19	 78	 47	 3	 1	   65/65 6	 22/27
Mongolia	 153	 863	 6	 24	 10	 13	   71/33 A	 ..	 8/4	 83	 58	 17	 4	 ..	 15/18
Republic of Korea	  6 795	  18 401	 14	 41	 10	 31	   87/37 A	 - 8 -	 49/28	 77	 43	 7	 2	   60/60 7	 18/23

South-central Asia 	  121 964	  481 018	 7	 19	 9	 15	 82/44	 2/6	 58/17	 90	 81	 13	 5	 -	 16/18
Afghanistan	  1 365	  6 253	 4	 6	 5	 6	   83/38 C	 ..	 67/26	 98	 88	 19	 16	 60/55	 14/15
Bangladesh	  8 264	  40 672	 6	 17	 7	 11	   95/43 B	 1/3	 66/23	 93	 88	 17	 6	 57/57	 15/17
Bhutan	 156	 646	 7	 15	 9	 11	 ..	 ..	 72/31	 92	 80	 12	 7	 ..	 17/18
India	  89 922	  329 683	 8	 21	 10	 16	   81/44 B	 2/5	 59/18	 91	 81	 12	 5	 58/58	 16/18
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 	  4 562	  26 393	 6	 26	 10	 12	   92/50 B	   4/15	 61/3	 95	 101	 15	 4	 65/60	 17/18
Kazakhstan	  1 653	  3 600	 11	 28	 11	 16	   80/37 A	   8/21	 16/7	 60	 30	 8	 3	 63/58	 14/19
Kyrgyzstan	 401	  1 481	 8	 22	 13	 15	   82/39 A	   5/12	 36/17	 68	 37	 10	 4	   62/57 8	 16/20
Maldives	 17	 102	 5	 15	 9	 10	   72/46 A	 ..	 60/32	 112	 90	 16	 7	 ..	 16/17
Nepal	  1 608	  7 225	 6	 14	 7	 10	   80/50 B	 3/7	 71/38	 77	 67	 16	 7	 55/55	 15/17
Pakistan	  9 445	  46 745	 6	 15	 9	 12	   79/50 A	 3/2	 57/11	 96	 101	 15	 7	 60/55	 17/17
Sri Lanka 	  2 284	  6 919	 11	 29	 11	 21	   81/51 C	 1/5	 41/10	 88	 76	 9	 3	 55/50	 17/21
Tajikistan	 333	  1 710	 5	 16	 11	 13	   83/38 B	 ..	 19/7	 86	 51	 15	 7	 ..	 17/20
Turkmenistan	 301	  1 437	 6	 21	 11	 14	   76/35 B	 ..	 24/8	 70	 37	 14	 5	 62/57	 15/19
Uzbekistan	  1 653	  8 153	 6	 21	 12	 15	   82/36 B	   4/11	 18/ 6	 77	 43	 13	 5	 60/55	 16/20

South-eastern Asia 	  45 117	  174 959	 8	 23	 9	 16	 83/42 	 3/9	 60/32	 84	 70	 12	 4	 -	 17/19
Brunei Darussalam	 18	 136	 5	 20	 9	 17	   83/50 B	 ..	 43/8	 122	 55	 21	 5	 55/55	 18/22
Cambodia	 821	  3 905	 6	 15	 6	 11	   83/43 A	 ..	 49/36	 58	 46	 17	 7	 ..	 16/18
Dem. Republic of Timor-Leste 	 50	 278	 5	 9	 5	 8	 ..	 ..	 70/42	 97	 88	 19	 12	 ..	 14/16
Indonesia 	  19 049	  67 355	 8	 24	 7	 14	   84/36 B	   2/12	 66/34	 82	 70	 12	 4	 55/55	 16/18
Lao People’s Dem. Republic 	 321	  1 520	 5	 13	 8	 10	 ..	 ..	 62/34	 84	 81	 15	 8	 60/60	 16/17
Malaysia	  1 847	  8 405	 7	 22	 9	 18	   86/50 A	 5/9	 46/21	 91	 74	 14	 4	 55/55	 17/19
Myanmar 	  3 926	  15 521	 8	 24	 11	 16	   73/39 B	 3/6	 72/41	 86	 74	 13	 4	 ..	 17/18
Philippines	  5 221	  25 387	 6	 20	 8	 14	   82/52 A	 4/6	 65/34	 85	 60	 15	 5	 60/60	 17/19
Singapore 	 561	  1 983	 13	 38	 12	 37	   83/49 A	 2/3	 29/8	 89	 68	 8	 2	 55/55	 20/23
Thailand	  6 945	  20 702	 11	 28	 8	 21	   83/49 A	 3/6	 48/27	 83	 67	 10	 3	 55/55	 17/20
Viet Nam	  6 358	  29 768	 7	 26	 13	 17	   84/45 B	 ..	 50/31	 88	 77	 12	 3	 60/55	 18/20

Western Asia	  14 458	  68 304	 7	 18	 9	 14	 86/49 	   5/14	 40/13	 85	 66	 14	 5	 -	 17/19
Armenia 	 434	 833	 14	 33	 12	 20	   86/43 B	   4/12	 46/17	 67	 46	 6	 3	   63/59.5	 17/20
Azerbaijan	 777	  2 591	 9	 27	 9	 20	   87/46 A	 ..	 28/10	 71	 44	 9	 3	 62/57	 17/21
Bahrain 	 34	 267	 5	 23	 9	 23	   87/42 B	 1/1	 45/1	 105	 101	 23	 4	 60/55	 18/20
Cyprus	 144	 349	 17	 30	 16	 24	   84/55 B	   9/18	 33/10	 84	 68	 6	 3	 65/65	 20/23
Georgia 	 795	  1 077	 18	 36	 12	 21	   84/38 B	 ..	 65/47	 67	 38	 5	 2	 65/60	 17/20
Iraq 	  1 338	  8 318	 5	 13	 7	 10	   89/50 B	 ..	 48/5	 88	 74	 20	 8	 60/55	 15/16
Israel	 921	  2 561	 13	 25	 19	 25	   81/46 A	 12/34	 25/10	 77	 63	 6	 3	   65/60 9	 21/24
Jordan	 303	  1 932	 5	 19	 8	 14	   92/47 B	   3/11	 47/5	 104	 79	 18	 5	 60/55	 17/19
Kuwait	 89	  1 280	 3	 24	 6	 19	   88/29 A	 ..	 35/4	 144	 73	 40	 3	     50/50 10	 19/22
Lebanon 	 372	  1 147	 10	 24	 10	 18	   86/45 C	 ..	 40/4	 85	 79	 9	 4	 64/64	 17/19
Occupied Palestinian Territory	 170	  1 118	 4	 11	 11	 13	   90/61 A	 2/9	 27/4	 76	 68	 17	 9	 ..	 17/19
Oman 	 111	 976	 4	 20	 7	 14	   81/31 B	 ..	 42/5	 110	 65	 24	 5	 60/55	 18/20
Qatar	 22	 326	 3	 25	 5	 13	   89/36 B	 ..	 66/6	 235	 123	 59	 3	 ..	 18/20
Saudi Arabia	  1 163	  8 106	 5	 16	 8	 14	 ..	 ..	 52/4	 110	 79	 20	 6	 60/55	 17/19
Syrian Arab Republic 	 929	  7 003	 5	 19	 9	 13	   89/50 C	 2/7	 47/11	 85	 69	 19	 5	 60/55	 17/19
Turkey	  5 988	  23 056	 8	 23	 7	 15	   86/53 B	   4/13	 31/13	 83	 74	 12	 4	 60/58	 16/18
United Arab Emirates 	 77	  2 115	 2	 23	 10	 16	   82/29 C	 ..	 56/3	 145	 81	 72	 4	 ..	 20/23
Yemen	 790	  5 249	 4	 9	 8	 8	   87/47 B	 2/6	 57/12	 92	 75	 23	 12	 60/55	 15/17

Europe	  151 841	  225 373	 21	 34	 18	 28	 80/47 	 13/35	 15/7	 69	 43	 4	 2	 -	 18/22
Eastern Europe	  53 893	  77 065	 18	 34	 14	 20	 83/47 	 11/31	 16/7	 57	 33	 5	 2	 -	 15/19
Belarus 	  1 787	  2 479	 18	 35	 14	 18	   81/39 A	 ..	 12/4	 53	 30	 5	 2	 60/55	 14/19
Bulgaria	  1 738	  1 963	 23	 39	 14	 20	   80/53 B	 12/25	 11/3	 74	 55	 4	 2	     62.5/57.5 11	 16/20
Czech Republic	  2 100	  3 325	 21	 39	 16	 23	   79/40 A	 17/44	 14/5	 71	 43	 5	 2	       61.6/59-60 12	 17/21
Hungary 	  2 119	  2 989	 21	 36	 16	 22	   75/36 A	 13/32	 2/1	 62	 41	 5	 2	     62/60 13	 16/21
Poland	  6 579	  12 083	 17	 38	 16	 21	   74/46 A	 10/28	 14/7	 66	 41	 5	 2	 65/60	 17/22
Republic of Moldova	 578	  1 169	 14	 35	 12	 17	   81/40 B	 ..	 37/23	 63	 42	 7	 2	 62/57	 15/18
Romania 	  4 185	  6 296	 19	 38	 13	 19	   88/50 A	 11/28	 10/6	 73	 55	 5	 2	 65/60	 16/20
Russian Federation 	  24 282	  34 755	 17	 31	 14	 19	   87/53 A	 10/31	 20/9	 51	 26	 5	 3	 60/55	 14/19
Slovakia	 889	  1 781	 16	 39	 16	 21	   78/38 A	 ..	 6/2	 65	 46	 6	 2	 62/62 	 16/21
Ukraine 	  9 636	  10 224	 21	 39	 14	 20	   83/35 B	 ..	 16/6	 55	 30	 4	 2	 60/55	 14/19

Northern Europe 	  20 517	  31 916	 21	 30	 21	 29	 74/50 	 21/44	 20/8	 78	 50	 4	 3	 -	 19/23
Channel Islands 	 30	 51	 20	 30	 19	 33	 ..	 ..	 ..	 83	 53	 5	 3	 ..	 19/23
Denmark 	  1 169	  1 648	 21	 28	 20	 30	   70/44 A	 25/50	 19/8	 80	 49	 4	 3	 65/65	 19/22
Estonia 	 287	 376	 22	 34	 15	 21	   76/32 B	 16/36	 32/19	 54	 27	 4	 2	     63/59 14	 15/21
Faeroe Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   70/51 C	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Finland 	  1 153	  1 740	 22	 33	 19	 32	   70/41 A	 21/45	 10/5	 74	 40	 4	 2	 65/65	 19/24
Iceland 	 48	 113	 16	 31	 20	 30	   70/49 A	 ..	 51/31	 87	 66	 6	 2	 67/67	 22/25
Ireland 	 641	  1 859	 15	 32	 17	 24	   66/44 A	 21/30	 26/7	 84	 51	 6	 2	 66/66	 19/23
Isle of Man	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   74/42 C	 - 32 -	 24/9	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	     65/60 15	 ..
Latvia	 520	 642	 23	 38	 16	 23	   74/40 A	 13/29	 32/17	 51	 20	 4	 2	       62/59.5 16	 15/22
Lithuania 	 710	 972	 21	 38	 16	 25	   78/39 A	 12/29	 19/7	 56	 35	 4	 2	  62.5/59 17	 16/22
Norway	 944	  1 630	 20	 30	 24	 32	   70/44 A	 20/43	 23/13	 81	 54	 4	 2	 67/67	 21/24
Sweden	  2 151	  3 106	 24	 31	 22	 31	   66/44 A	 24/47	 20/13	 83	 57	 4	 2	 65/65	 21/24
United Kingdom	  12 837	  19 741	 21	 29	 21	 30	   77/54 A	 22/45	 19/7	 80	 52	 4	 3	     65/60 18	 20/23

Southern Europe 	  34 355	  53 504	 23	 39	 19	 31	 81/48 	   9/26	 16/6	 76	 52	 4	 2	 -	 20/24
Albania 	 383	 915	 12	 26	 10	 20	   87/50 B	 ..	 34/12	 87	 39	 8	 3	 65/60	 17/21
Andorra 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 65/65	 ..
Bosnia and Herzegovina	 766	  1 131	 20	 36	 8	 22	 ..	 ..	 28/8	 74	 46	 5	 2	 ..	 17/20
Croatia 	  1 014	  1 312	 22	 36	 14	 25	   80/41 A	 ..	 12/5	 68	 40	 4	 2	     63/58 19	 17/21
Gibraltar 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   79/40 C	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Greece	  2 584	  3 948	 23	 37	 16	 26	   85/51 B	   9/26	 16/6	 81	 67	 4	 2	 65/65	 20/23
Holy Seec	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Italy	  15 109	  21 051	 26	 41	 21	 37	   81/47 A	 10/32	 13/4	 75	 50	 3	 1	     65/60 20	 21/25
Malta	 78	 151	 19	 35	 16	 26	   66/37 B	 - 11 -	 9/3	 77	 49	 5	 2	 61/60	 19/23
Portugal	  2 376	  3 895	 23	 36	 17	 27	   81/49 B	   9/21	 33/18	 74	 51	 4	 2	 65/65	 19/23
San Marino	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   85/55 A	 ..	 16/6	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Serbia and Montenegro	  1 953	  2 919	 19	 31	 13	 20	   81/51 B	   8/20	 30/18	 78	 63	 5	 3	     63/58 21	 17/20
Slovenia	 409	 655	 21	 40	 16	 27	   79/47 A	   9/27	 12/6	 68	 34	 4	 2	     63/59 21	 18/23
Spain	  9 339	  16 876	 22	 40	 20	 31	   80/49 B	   7/19	 13/4	 76	 52	 4	 2	 65/65	 20/25
TFYR Macedoniad	 320	 607	 16	 32	 11	 20	   82/60 B	 ..	 24/12	 80	 56	 6	 2	 ..	 17/20

Western Europe	  43 075	  62 888	 23	 34	 20	 34	 76/45 	 15/43	 11/5	 75	 42	 4	 2	 -	 20/25
Austria 	  1 886	  3 003	 23	 37	 20	 35	   78/37 B	 13/42	 8/3	 74	 41	 4	 2	 65/60	 20/24
Belgium 	  2 362	  3 433	 23	 33	 21	 32	   76/48 A	 16/39	 7/2	 76	 48	 4	 2	     65/63 22	 20/25
France	  13 031	  20 840	 21	 33	 23	 33	   77/47 A	 15/38	 6/4	 75	 50	 4	 2	 60/60	 20/26
Germany 	  20 864	  27 572	 25	 35	 18	 35	   75/43 A	 15/46	 14/6	 75	 35	 3	 2	 65/65	 19/24
Liechtenstein 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	        75/37 B 23	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	     64/63 24	 ..
Luxembourg	 86	 197	 18	 27	 18	 27	   76/41 B	 ..	 6/3	 74	 36	 5	 3	 65/65	 19/24
Monaco	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   74/41 C	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 65/65	 ..
Netherlands	  3 214	  5 370	 20	 31	 19	 32	   77/48 A	 17/47	 14/5	 79	 46	 5	 2	 65/65	 19/24
Switzerland	  1 618	  2 443	 22	 34	 21	 37	   77/47 A	 15/41	 28/8	 76	 51	 4	 2	 65/64	 21/26

Latin America and the Caribbean 	  50 971	  188 652	 9	 24	 14	 21	 75/42 	 7/10	 46/16	 82	 66	 10	 3	 -	 19/22
Caribbean 	  4 289	  11 497	 11	 25	 15	 24	 69/42 	 10/9	 35/13	 86	 74	 9	 3	 -	 19/22
Anguilla	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   62/40 B	 ..	 39/18	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Antigua and Barbuda	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   57/32 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Aruba	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   71/39 B	 10/14	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Bahamas 	 31	 119	 10	 25	 12	 25	   68/34 B	 ..	 48/25	 80	 60	 10	 3	 65/65	 19/23
Barbados	 36	 92	 13	 36	 20	 28	   57/32 B	 24/22	 17/9	 63	 42	 7	 2	 65/65	 18/22
British Virgin Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   66/49 B	 23/18	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 65/65	 ..
Cayman Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   74/40 B	 14/15	 42/23	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Cuba 	  1 768	  3 677	 16	 38	 16	 33	   69/46 C	 10/9	 20/3	 90	 81	 6	 2	 60/55	 20/23
Dominica	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   61/37 B	 19/16	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Dominican Republic 	 576	  2 647	 6	 21	 9	 19	   73/38 C	 6/6	 63/21	 96	 91	 15	 4	 60/60	 18/20
Grenada 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   57/29 B	 22/18	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Guadeloupe	 64	 157	 14	 33	 18	 34	   64/36 B	 - 23 -	 16/6	 78	 56	 6	 2	 ..	 20/25
Haiti	 523	  2 041	 6	 16	 10	 14	   69/43 B	 8/9	 74/39	 80	 74	 15	 6	 55/55	 16/17
Jamaica 	 273	 610	 10	 24	 19	 24	   59/36 B	 ..	 57/28	 90	 79	 8	 4	 65/60	 20/22
Martinique	 68	 141	 17	 40	 20	 36	   63/37 B	 - 22 -	 15/6	 74	 57	 5	 2	 ..	 20/25
Montserrat	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   66/44 C	 25/24	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Netherlands Antilles 	 27	 56	 14	 28	 13	 31	   67/37 A	 14/15	 22/8	 74	 49	 7	 3	 ..	 18/22
Puerto Rico	 684	  1 272	 17	 29	 18	 25	   71/43 B	 ..	 19/5	 75	 62	 5	 3	     65/65 25	 19/24
Saint Kitts and Nevis	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   57/33 C	 30/22	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 62/62	 ..
Saint Lucia	 16	 46	 10	 25	 19	 18	   64/40 B	 19/17	 ..	 82	 64	 9	 4	 61/61	 18/20
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines	 11	 34	 9	 32	 12	 16	   56/30 B	 ..	 ..	 78	 56	 10	 3	 60/60	 17/19
Trinidad and Tobago	 145	 400	 11	 33	 14	 22	   62/37 B	 16/14	 23/7	 84	 66	 9	 2	 65/65	 18/21
Turks and Caicos Islands 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	       69/30 B 23	 14/17	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
United States Virgin Islands 	 19	 27	 17	 33	 12	 36	   72/41 A	 21/25	 ..	 81	 49	 6	 2	     65/65 25	 19/25

Central America 	  11 389	  50 748	 8	 24	 13	 20	 76/44 	 7/9	 55/16	 85	 72	 12	 3	 -	 20/22
Belize	 16	 86	 6	 19	 15	 16	   59/48 B	 16/11	 60/13	 101	 84	 14	 5	 65/65	 20/22
Costa Rica	 372	  1 702	 8	 26	 15	 23	   72/44 A	 8/8	 40/10	 90	 77	 11	 3	 61/59	 21/24
El Salvador	 540	  2 276	 8	 21	 13	 17	   70/38 A	 8/6	 55/19	 80	 58	 11	 4	 60/55	 19/22
Guatemala 	 801	  3 440	 6	 13	 12	 16	   83/44 B	 5/8	 38/6	 91	 80	 12	 7	     63/63 26	 20/21
Honduras	 417	  2 258	 6	 18	 12	 17	   74/44 B	 6/5	 70/22	 87	 71	 15	 5	 65/60	 20/22
Mexico	  8 671	  38 063	 8	 27	 13	 21	   77/45 A	 7/10	 57/17	 85	 72	 12	 3	 65/65	 21/22
Nicaragua 	 277	  1 761	 5	 19	 11	 15	   74/35 C	 6/5	 66/18	 84	 67	 17	 5	 60/60	 19/20
Panama	 294	  1 164	 9	 23	 13	 22	   67/43 A	 14/9	 46/12	 95	 82	 10	 4	 62/57	 21/23

South America 	  35 293	  126 407	 9	 24	 14	 22	 75/42 	 7/11	 45/16	 80	 63	 10	 3	 -	 19/22
Argentina 	  5 494	  12 767	 14	 25	 17	 21	   75/42 B	 8/13	 38/12	 72	 47	 6	 3	 65/60	 18/23
Bolivia 	 635	  2 610	 7	 18	 9	 16	   75/47 B	 12/14	 74/45	 83	 67	 13	 5	 65/65	 17/19
Brazil	  17 066	  63 307	 9	 25	 14	 22	   78/42 B                5/12	 46/19	 81	 69	 11	 3	     65/60 27	 19/22
Chile	  1 963	  5 919	 12	 29	 15	 27	   72/43 B	 8/9	 37/10	 78	 55	 8	 3	 65/60	 20/24
Colombia	  3 560	  15 323	 8	 23	 14	 22	   74/39 B	 7/7	 43/13	 81	 63	 12	 4	 60/55 	 19/22
Ecuador 	  1 133	  4 427	 8	 23	 14	 21	   68/48 A	 9/9	 61/22	 90	 78	 10	 4	 55/55	 22/24
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
French Guiana 	 13	 70	 7	 19	 9	 21	   46/29 A	 32/28	 ..	 103	 61	 15	 5	 ..	 18/22
Guyana	 57	 172	 8	 35	 14	 19	   63/35 B	 ..	 38/9	 73	 63	 13	 2	 60/60	 16/19
Paraguay	 357	  1 964	 6	 16	 11	 16	   77/45 B	 6/5	 57/16	 83	 58	 16	 6	 60/60	 18/20
Peru 	  2 239	  9 231	 8	 22	 12	 19	   75/45 C	 8/9	 42/20	 89	 71	 12	 4	 65/65	 18/21
Suriname	 41	 119	 9	 28	 11	 20	   67/39 C	 ..	 33/5	 82	 78	 10	 3	 ..	 17/19
Uruguay 	 610	  1 078	 17	 27	 19	 24	   72/40 A	 12/18	 26/11	 70	 49	 5	 3	 60/60	 18/23
Venezuela 	  2 125	  9 421	 8	 22	 11	 20	   67/34 B	 8/5	 53/7 	 89	 75	 12	 4	 60/55	 20/22

Northern America	  56 866	  118 114	 17	 27	 21	 28	 75/48 	 15/34	 29/18	 78	 54	 5	 3	 -	 20/24
Bermuda 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   73/42 B	 16/26	 47/28	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 65/65	 ..
Canada	  5 939	  13 646	 18	 32	 20	 31	   77/49 A	 14/33	 23/11	 82	 55	 5	 2	 65/65	 21/25
Greenland 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   59/41 A	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Saint Pierre and Miquelon 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   75/35 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
United States of America 	  50 908	  104 433	 17	 26	 21	 28	   75/48 A	 15/35	 30/19	 77	 54	 5	 3	     65/65 25	 20/24

Oceania 	  4 733	  11 893	 14	 25	 19	 26	 76/50 	 16/34	 26/12	 87	 59	 6	 3	 -	 20/24
American Samoa	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   81/48 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	     65/65 25	 ..
Australia 	  3 602	  8 356	 18	 30	 20	 29	   76/50 A 	 ..	 21/9	 85	 58	 5	 3	       65/62.5 28	 21/25
Cook Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   67/55 A	 12/6	 27/16	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Fiji 	 56	 201	 7	 21	 7	 14	   76/44 A	 2/2	 59/27	 85	 64	 16	 4	 55/55	 14/17
French Polynesia	 21	 88	 8	 25	 8	 20	   66/45 A	 ..	 ..	 99	 56	 13	 4	 ..	 17/20
Guam 	 16	 54	 9	 21	 8	 23	   82/53 B	 ..	 ..	 90	 89	 10	 4	     65/65 25	 18/20
Kiribati	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   75/41 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 50/50	 ..
Marshall Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   73/49 A	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Micronesia (Fed. States of)	 5	 17	 5	 17	 13	 14	   71/37 B	 ..	 ..	 80	 74	 17	 5	 60/60	 16/18
Nauru	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   67/50 C	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
New Caledonia 	 23	 92	 9	 24	 10	 22	   66/39 A	 ..	 15/7	 98	 65	 11	 3	 ..	 18/21
New Zealand	 693	  1 438	 17	 30	 20	 31	   77/50 A	 17/36	 28/15	 85	 58	 5	 3	 65/65 	 21/24
Niue 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Northern Mariana Islands 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	     65/65 25	 ..
Palau	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   76/40 A	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 60/60	 ..
Papua New Guinea	 238	  1 290	 4	 12	 6	 9	   75/52 C	 ..	 65/56	 109	 116	 24	 9	 55/55	 12/14
Pitcairn	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Samoa	 12	 32	 7	 20	 13	 23	   81/46 C	 ..	 ..	 86	 56	 12	 4	 55/55	 15/20
Solomon Islands 	 21	 125	 4	 14	 4	 7	   74/51 B	 ..	 69/57	 110	 133	 23	 8	 50/50	 14/14
Tokelau 	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Tonga	 9	 21	 9	 28	 12	 19	   78/55 A	 ..	 62/28	 100	 73	 10	 3	 ..	 17/20
Tuvalu	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	   83/42 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..
Vanuatu 	 11	 56	 5	 15	 8	 12	   77/57 B	 ..	 ..	 115	 107	 17	 7	 55/55	 16/18
Wallis and Futuna Islands	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 .. 	 ..	   76/46 B	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..	 ..

Notes
The designations employed and the presentation of the material 
in the present publication do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United 
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. The designations “more developed 
regions” and “less developed regions” are intended for statisti-
cal convenience and do not necessarily express a judgement 
about the state reached by a particular country or area in the 
development process. The term “country” as used in this text 
of this publication also refers, as appropriate, to territories or 
areas.
The figures cited for 2050 are from the medium-fertility variant 
of the United Nations population estimates and projections as 
revised in 2004.
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not readily available. 
A hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.
More developed regions comprise all regions of Europe and 
Northern America, Australia/New Zealand and Japan. 
Less developed regions comprise all regions of Africa, Asia 
(excluding Japan) and Latin America and the Caribbean and the 
regions of Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.
Least developed countries as defined by United Nations 
General Assembly, as of 2004, include 50 countries, of which 
34 are in Africa, 10 are in Asia, 1 is in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and 5 are in Oceania. They are included in the less 
developed regions.
	 a	 Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China.
	 b	 Macao Special Administrative Region of China.
	 c	 Referring to the Vatican City State.
	 d	 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

	 1	� Letter indicates reference year: A: 1995 or later; B: 1985-1994; C: 1984 or ear-
lier. Currently married includes, where possible, those in consensual unions.

	 2	� In countries for which no recent information (1995 or later) was available, data 
on economically active population refer to estimates for the year 2000 pre-
pared by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

	 3	� Ratio of population aged 15 to 64 years to the population aged 65 or over.
	 4	 Aged 55 years or older.
	 5	� For professional women; age 55 for non-professional salaried women and age 

50 for other women.
	 6	� Referring to national pension programme only; pensionable age under employ-

ees’ pension insurance is 60 years.
	 7	 Increasing to age 65 by the year 2033.
	 8	 Gradually increasing to age 63 (men) and age 58 (women) by 2007.
	 9	 Gradually increasing until it reaches age 67 (men) or age 62 (women).
10	 Gradually increasing to age 55 by the year 2017.
11	 Increasing by 6 months every year until age 63 (men) and age 60 (women).
12	� Increasing to age 63 (men) and ages 59-63 (women) by 2013. Age can vary for 

women according to the number of children raised.
13	 Increasing for women to age 61 by 2007 and age 62 by 2009.
14	 Increasing by 6 months every year for women until it reaches 63.
15	 Gradually increasing to age 65 for women during the period 2010-2020.
16	 Increasing by 6 months every year for women to age 62 by 2009.
17	 Gradually increasing to age 60 for women by 2006.
18	 Gradually increasing to age 65 for women between 2010 and 2020.
19	� Gradually increasing to age 65 for men and 60 for women by the year 2007.
20	 Age 57 for new entrants into the labour force as of 1996.
21	 Age can vary according to years of insurance.
22	 Gradually increasing to age 65 for women by the year 2009.
23	 Aged 65 years or older.
24	 Gradually increasing to age 64 for women by 2009.
25	 Gradually increasing to age 67 during the period 2000-2007.
26	 Gradually increasing to age 65 for men and women by 2008.
27	 For urban employees; for rural employees, age 60 (men) and age 55 (women).
28	 Gradually increasing to age 65 for women by the year 2013.

Sources

World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, vol. I: Comprehensive 
Tables (United Nations publication, ST/ESA/SER.A/244); vol. II: Sex 
and Age Distribution of Populations (United Nations publication, ST/
ESA/SER.A/245); Living Arrangements of Older Persons around the 
World (United Nations publication, ST/ESA/SER.A/240); United Nations, 
Demographic Yearbook (various issues); national statistics; United States 
Bureau of the Census, International Programs Center, International Data 
Base; International Labour Organization, International Labour Office data-
base on labour statistics—LABORSTA internet (http://laborsta.ilo.org); 
United States Social Security Administration, Social Security Programs 
throughout the World (Europe, September 2004; Asia and the Pacific, 
March 2004; Africa, September 2005; the Americas, March 2004), and 
International Updates (to September 2005 inclusive). 

Enquiries and comments should be addressed to:  
Ms. Hania Zlotnik, Director, Population Division of the United Nations, 
New York, NY 10017, United States of America

Number of persons aged 60 years or over
The number of persons aged 60 years or over is estimated 
to be 688 million in 2006 and is projected to grow to almost 
2 billion by 2050, at which time the population of older 
persons will be larger than the population of children (0-14 
years) for the first time in human history. The majority of 
the world’s older persons reside in Asia (54 per cent), while 
Europe has the next largest share (22 per cent).

Population aged 60 years or over as 
percentage of total population
One out of every 9 persons is now aged 60 years or over; 
by 2050, the United Nations projects that 1 person out of 
every 5, and by 2150 1 out of every 3, will be aged 60 years 
or over. The percentage of older persons is currently much 
higher in the more developed than in the less developed 
regions, but the pace of ageing in developing countries is 
more rapid, and their transition from a young to an old age 
structure will occur over a shorter period.

The oldest old
The older population is itself ageing. Currently, the oldest 
old (aged 80 years or over) make up 13 per cent of the 
population aged 60 or over. The oldest old are the fastest- 
growing segment of the older population, and by 2050 
20 per cent of the older population will be aged 80 years 
or over. The number of centenarians (aged 100 years or 
over) is projected to increase 13-fold, from approximately 
287,000 in 2006 to 3.7 million by 2050.

Life expectancy at age 60
The world has experienced dramatic improvements in 
longevity. Life expectancy at birth has increased about 20 
years since 1950, to its current level of 66 years. Of those 
surviving to age 60, men can expect to live another 17 
years and women an additional 21 years. However, there 
are still large differences in mortality levels between coun-
tries. In the least developed countries, men reaching age 
60 can expect only 15 more years, and women, 17 years, 

while in the more developed regions, life expectancy at age 
60 is 19 years for men and 23 years for women.

Sex ratio
The majority of older persons are women. Because female 
life expectancy is greater than male life expectancy, among 
older persons there are 82 men per 100 women. Among the 
oldest old, there are only 55 men for every 100 women. The 
ratio of men to women at older ages is lower in the more 
developed regions (72 men per 100 women) than in the less 
developed regions (88 men per 100 women) because there 
are larger differences in life expectancy between the sexes 
in the more developed regions. 

Percentage of older persons  
currently married
Older men are more likely than older women to be mar-
ried. While 80 per cent of older men are currently mar-

ried, the corresponding figure for older women is 48 per 
cent. Most older persons without a spouse are widowed. 
Women are more likely to outlive their spouses because 
they live longer and are, on average, younger than their 
husbands.

Percentage of older persons  
living alone
Although many older persons who live alone are socially 
active and materially secure, those who live alone are more 
likely to need outside assistance in the case of illness or 
disability and are at greater risk of social isolation and pov-
erty. An estimated 14 per cent of the world’s older persons 
live alone. The proportion is lower for men (8 per cent) than 
for women (19 per cent) because women are more likely to 
be widowed. The proportion is lower in the less developed 
regions (7 per cent) than in the more developed regions  
(24 per cent). 

Potential support ratio
The potential support ratio (PSR), that is, the number of 
persons aged 15 to 64 years per person aged 65 years or 
over, indicates the dependency burden on potential work-
ers. The impact of demographic ageing is reflected in 
the PSR, which fell between 1950 and 2006 from 12 to 9 
people in the working ages per person aged 65 years or 
over. By 2050, the PSR is projected to fall to 4 persons of 
working age per person aged 65 years or over. PSRs have 
important implications for social security schemes, particu-
larly traditional pay-as-you-go systems, in which current 
workers pay for the benefits of current retirees.

Statutory retirement age
Men become eligible for full pension benefits at age 65 or 
over in more than half of all developed countries, while the 
most common official retirement age for women is between 
55 and 60 years in developed countries. The official retire-
ment age in developing countries is often lower than in 

developed countries, most commonly between 55 and 60 
years for both men and women. The differential between 
developed and developing countries reflects differences in 
life expectancy, which is lower in developing countries.

Percentage of the older population  
in the labour force
Countries with high per capita incomes tend to have lower 
labour-force participation rates among older persons. In 
more developed regions, 22 per cent of men aged 60 years 
or over are economically active, compared with 50 per cent 
in less developed regions. In more developed regions,  
11 per cent of older women are economically active, com-
pared with 19 per cent in less developed regions. Older 
persons in less developed regions participate to a greater 
extent in the labour force, largely owing to the limited cov-
erage of social security schemes and the relatively low 
incomes they guarantee when they exist.
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  Population ageing was once a concern mainly of developed countries, but now 

the process is gaining momentum in developing countries, too. Today it is clear that 

this demographic transformation has profound consequences for all individuals, 

families, communities and nations. The Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing 

and the Political Declaration adopted at the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 

April 20021  marked a turning point in how the world addresses the key challenge of 

building a society for all ages.

  The Madrid Plan of Action offers a bold agenda for confronting the challenges 

of ageing in the twenty-first century. The Plan focuses on three priority areas: older 

persons and development; advancing health and well-being into old age; and ensuring 

enabling and supportive environments. It represents the first time Governments have 

adopted a comprehensive approach linking questions of ageing to other frameworks 

for social and economic development and human rights, most notably those agreed 

to at the United Nations conferences and summits of the 1990s. 

  The key actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of 

the International Conference on Population and Development2 also highlighted the 

continuing need to examine the economic and social implications of demographic 

change, and how these relate to development planning concerns and the needs 

of individuals. In 2007, “The changing age structures of populations and their 

implications for development” will be the special theme of the United Nations 

Commission on Population and Development.

  The United Nations Commission on Social Development has decided to conduct 

every five years a review and appraisal of progress made in implementing the Madrid 

Plan. In this regard, the General Assembly has also stressed the need for population 

data that are disaggregated by age and sex. The present wallchart presents updated 

comparable information about population ageing around the world. It shows absolute 

and relative numbers of older persons aged 60 years or over; the proportions of older 

men and women who are currently married, living alone and in the labour force; the 

sex ratio of populations aged 60 years or over and 80 years or over; the potential 

support ratio; the statutory retirement age for men and women; and life expectancy 

at age 60 for men and women.

  1 See Report of the Second World Assembly on Ageing (United Nations publication A/CONF.197/9, Sales No. E.02.IV.4).
  2 See General Assembly resolution S-21/2, annex.

Enquiries should be directed to:

Ms. Hania Zlotnik, Director
Population Division

Department of Economic  
and Social Affairs

United Nations
New York, NY 10017

Fax number: 1-212-963-2147

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
Population Division

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

8 6 4 2 8 6 4 2

8 6 4 2

8 6 4 2 8 6 4 2

8 6 4 2 8 6 4 2

8 6 4 2

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

100+

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+

0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

0 2 4 6 8
0

20

40

60

80

2006

Males Females Males Females

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

A
ge

2006

2006

2006 2050

2050

2050

2050

More developed regions

Less developed regions

Least developed countries  

World

100+

Percentage of population Percentage of population

8 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8

0

20

40

60

80

100+
World 2006

Males

Age

Percentage of population

Females

United Nations publication
(ST/ESA/SER.A/251)

Copyright © United Nations, 2006
All rights reserved
Manufactured in the United States of America 

ISBN 92-1-151416-9
Sales No. E.06.XIII.2

05-55245—January 2006—16,335

Population Ageing
2006

E c o n o m i c  &

S
o

c
i

a
l

 
A

f
f

a
i

r
s


