World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision

Figure 1: World population by age groups, 1950-2050 Figure 2: Europe’s population by age groups, 1950-2050
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The population of the world will be older.

According to the 2006 Revision of World Population Prospects, by 2045 the number of older persons in the world
(those aged 60 years or over) will likely surpass, for the first time in history, the number of children (i.e., persons
under age 15). This crossover is the consequence of the long term reductions in fertility and mortality that are
leading to the steady ageing of the world population (figure 1).

Today, the major areas find themselves at very different stages in the path to population ageing. Ageing is most
advanced in Europe, where the number of persons aged 60 or over surpassed the number of children in 1995. By
2050, Europe will have twice as many older persons as children. In fact, in Europe only the older population is
expected to increase in the future, whereas the population under age 60 is expected to decrease (figure 2). This
combination of a declining population of children and a declining population in the working ages (15 to 59) leads
to very rapid population ageing and poses major challenges for the social and economic adaptation of societies.

Northern America has a quite different pattern of population ageing than Europe. Contrary to Europe, the popu-
lation in main working age between 15 and 59 will continue to grow during the next 45 years. Other than Europe,
Northern America still has a larger number of children then elderly. Only after 2015 the number of people aged
60 and above will become larger than the number of children aged 15 and below. And other than in Europe, the
number of children age 15 and below will not decline but grow between 2005 and 2050 (see Fig. 6).

Among the developing regions, population ageing is accelerating in Asia and in Latin America and the Carib-
bean. In Asia, the number of persons aged 60 or over will surpass the number of children by 2040. At about the
same time, the population aged 15 to 59 is expected to reach a maximum and begin a slow decline (figure 3). Simi-
lar trends are expected for the population of Latin America and the Caribbean, where the number of children is
expected to fall below the number of older persons in 2040 and the population of working age is expected to stop
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Figure 3: Asia’s population by age groups, 1950-2050 Figure 4: Africa’s population by age groups, 1950-2050
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Figure 5: Latin America’s population by age groups, 1950-2050 Figure 6: Northern America’s population by age groups, 1950-
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growing at about the same time (figure 5).

Africa stands out as the only major region whose population is still relatively young and where the number of
elderly, although increasing, will still be far below the number of children in 2050 (figure 4). In fact, the number
of children in Africa is projected to rise from half a billion in 2050 to over 1.2 billion in 2050, a number larger than
the number of children that India has today.

For further information please visit our web site at: www.un.org/esa/population/unpop.htm



